
  
My Sermon from last Sunday October 1, 2017, ‘17th after Pentecost’  ~  “Sin And Zin” 

 
Through the written word, and the spoken word, may we know your Living Word, 

Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 
 
Jesus and Moses are playing golf and they are on the 10th hole.  Moses hits the ball and it heads 
straight for a pond.  Just before the ball hits the water, the pond parts and the ball rolls up onto the 
green.  Then Jesus winds up and hits a ball about to the same spot.  The ball hits the water and skips 
across to the green.  All of a sudden, lightning flashes and a ball drops from the sky!  Just before it 
lands in the pond, a fish jumps up and it, then a bird picks up the fish, and the fish drops the ball onto 
a turtle that walks over to the hole and drops it in.  Moses turns to Jesus and says, “I really don’t like 
it when your Dad plays!” 
 
The people of Israel have been 
wondering in the wilderness for 
about a year.  They have no water.  
They are in the Sinai Peninsula in 
an area known as the “Wilderness 
of Sin.”  Interesting name, as 
Moses does not sin in the 
‘Wilderness of Sin.’ 
 
The people demand that Moses give 
them water to drink.  Moses cries 
out to God and God tells Moses to 
go on ahead of the people, take 
some elders, and bring the staff 
that Moses used to strike the Nile.  
God tells Moses that he will find a 
rock.  God tells Moses to strike the 
rock and drinkable water will come 
out of it.  Moses follows God’s 

 
instructions and the people are 
saved. 
   
This famous episode in the 40 
years of wondering by the 
Israelites in the wilderness is told 
in the book of Exodus Chapter 17.  
The place where it happens in the 
‘Wilderness of Sin’ is called 
“Massah and Meribah” which 
means ‘testing and quarreling.’  
The people test the Lord and 
quarrel with Moses. 
 
This is a story of the goodness of 
God.  There is however another 
water and rock story that you may 
not be familiar with.  The second 
story of the people and Moses and 
the rock and thirst happens near 

the end of the wandering of the Israelites in the wilderness.  This episode happens at year 39 out of 
40 years of wandering.  It takes place in the “Wilderness of Zin,” not ‘Sin.’  The ‘Wilderness of Zin’ 
is located south of the Dead Sea, close to the promised land.  Moses’ sister Miriam had died and was 
buried in Zin.  Once again, there is no water and the people, who are fed up with wondering, are 



thirsty again.  They are once more quarreling with Moses and his brother Aaron.  The people call this 
part of their wilderness experience “a wretched place.” 
   
God speaks to Moses and tells him to assemble all the people.  Remember the earlier story in which 
God tells Moses to go ahead of the people with some elders.  In this 2nd story, God tells Moses to once 
again take his staff and this time speak to the rock and tell the rock to bring forth water. 
 
Moses begins by following God’s instructions.  He assembles the people before the rock.  But now he 
deviates from the instructions.  Instead of commanding the rock to bring forth water, he talks to the 
people “Shall we bring water for you out of this rock?”  (Numbers 20:10)  Then Moses strikes the 
rock with his staff, not just once but twice, and water gushes out in abundance. 
 
Why did Moses do this?  We don’t know.  Why didn’t Moses do what God had commanded? Maybe 
Moses wanted to repeat what had happened 38 years earlier.  Maybe he didn’t believe that speaking 
to a rock would bring forth water.  Maybe he felt silly speaking to a rock in front of the people he is 
leading.  What would they think?  What if it didn’t work? 
 
God becomes very upset with Moses.  God tells Moses that “Because you did not trust in me, to 
show my holiness before the eyes of the Israelites, therefore you shall not bring this assembly 
into the land that I have given them.”  Numbers 20:12 
 
After bringing the people out of Egypt and leading them in the wilderness, God is not going to allow 
Moses to bring the people into the promised land, into Israel.  Moses dies and Joshua becomes the 
new leader. 
 
God called for Moses to be faithful.  Moses broke faith with God.  I find this to be a tough punishment 
for Moses but the message is for us to take note. 
 
We are called to be faithful to God and to lead lives of holiness.  “Holiness” means to be faithful to God. 
 
The challenging part for you and me is to know and follow the voice of God, and to be faithful.  We 
have the examples of many great men and women in the Bible.  Daniel in the Den of Lions.  Mary, the 
Mother of Jesus.  John the Baptist.  The Apostle Paul.  Job, Joseph, Ruth, Elijah and Philip. 
 
How do you and I begin to be “of the same mind as Christ,” as recorded in Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians?  Paul is quoting from an early Christian hymn.  As Jesus did, we are to humble ourselves 
and to do nothing from “selfish ambition or conceit.”  (Philippians 2:3) 
 
Later on in this epistle, Paul encourages his readers to begin their walk with Christ by imitating him.  
We learn to imitate the people around us.  And this starts when we are very young.  I have noticed 
that all my young grandchildren treat our puppy Wally the same way I treat him and talk to him the 
way I talk to him.  Often to get his attention, Jouni and I make the sounds ‘pa, pa, pa’ and I notice 
the grandchildren doing the same.  We call Wally a longer name ‘Wally Woodle’ and the children 
often call out, “Where’s Woodle?”  We teach him with positive reinforcement and they do the same.  
We work hard to teach Wally not to jump up by playing ‘tree’ (tree is a game where the person stands 
still, crosses their arms over their chest and turns their head away from the puppy until the puppy 
quiets down) and they do the same.  I love to dig up fresh carrots in the summer from the garden, 
wash the dirt off them and so do the grandchildren.  They don’t mind if not all the dirt is washed off 
by the hose.  We like saunas and porridge in the morning and so do they. 
 
In the parable of The Two Sons, (Matthew 21:28 – 32) Jesus tells the story of a man with 2 sons.  He 
asks each son to help him.  Son One says he doesn’t want to help but then changes his mind.  Son Two 
says he will help and then doesn’t do it.  Jesus says that we are to turn to him and believe in him and 
be like the First Son, even if at first we don’t believe.  In the interpretation of this parable, Jesus 
upholds the first son as a person of righteousness, following the way of righteousness. 
 
Moses was a good man who heard the voice of God and listened to God.  Moses led a righteous and a 
holy life.  What happened at the end of the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness?  Why did he not 
follow through on the Lord’s instructions?  What happened in ‘Zin’ when Moses struck the rock instead 
of speaking to the rock?  Moses stopped listening to the voice of God.  He based his decision on past 
behaviour, on past instructions, on what had worked before. 
   
Our journey of faith never goes on automatic pilot.  We can never assume that we know the mind of 
God unless we continue to bend our knees in prayer and worship and “confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord” (from the early hymn recorded in Philippians 2).  We then need to imitate Christ’s humility.  
 



We need to imitate what Moses did in the Wilderness of Sin and not 38 years later in the Wilderness of 
Zin.  In Sin, he followed God’s instructions.  In Zin, Moses followed his own desires. 
 
I began my sermon with Moses and I will let him have the last word, from the book of Deuteronomy.   
“May my teaching drop like the rain, like showers on new growth.  For I will proclaim the name of the 
Lord; ascribe greatness to our God!” (Deuteronomy 32:2-3)  Amen. 
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