
 
 

My Sermon from last Sunday April 29, 2018 ‘5th Sunday of Easter’  ~  “God Is Love” 
 

I speak to you in the name of the God of love.  Amen. 
 
I have been deeply touched by the outpouring of tangible love and support by the people of Toronto for 
the families of the 10 victims and the 14 injured people in the horrendous van attack on Monday, April 23. 
   
The people of Toronto are showing love through donations of money to the 7 year old boy whose 
mother died on Monday, and flowers, cards, and candles left at the North York site of the tragedy. 
And through the many people and the therapy dogs who attended a vigil on Thursday evening.   
 
Toronto Mayor, John Tory said the city has also approached the Toronto Foundation to set up a fund 
under the name “Toronto Strong” so people can donate to those impacted by the tragedy. 
 
The City of Toronto will host the #TorontoStrong Vigil this Sunday at 7 p.m. in Mel Lastman Square 
near where the van attacks occurred.   
 
Here’s what the Mayor wrote on twitter:  “I encourage people to attend and support all those who 
have been affected by Monday's tragedy in Toronto.” 
  
All the above is showing love in actions and in deeds. 
 
As a Christian, I believe that these actions of love are signs of the presence of God.  The goodness of 
people who stopped to help the injured on Monday without worrying about the danger to themselves 
reminds me of the power of hope in people, the power to be compassionate, and the power to do good. 
The power to love is a gift of the risen Christ living in us.  In the words of St. John in his first letter:  
“Whoever loves is born of God and knows God.”  (1 John 4:7) 
 
One of my favourite books in the New Testament is the first letter of John.  This is not the Gospel of 
John but one of the 3 letters of John.  (For all you readers at home, I encourage you to find the 3 
letters of John in your Bibles.  They are almost at the end of the New Testament.) 
 
After the resurrection, we believe that the apostle John went to Ephesus in Asia Minor (what is 
known as Turkey today) and planted churches.  In the 2nd century, Irenaeus wrote that John was a 
leading church figure in Asia Minor and that many clergy travelled to Ephesus to learn from John.   
 
It is also believed that the apostle John wrote the Gospel of John.  John begins his letter by stating 
that he was an eye witness of the crucifixion and of the resurrection.  “We have seen with our eyes, 
and touched with our hands.” (1 John 1:1) 
 
2 John and 3 John are believed to have been written by a different John called John the Elder.  How 
do we know this?  Both 2nd and 3rd John claim to be by “the elder.”  John the elder addresses the 
second letter to the ‘elect lady’ and her children (2 John 1).  The words of the letter suggest that this 
lady may have been a woman church leader with a congregation under her care. 
 
Let’s memorize these 3 words:  God is love. 
 
In John’s letter, he knows that these are not words but actions.  When God speaks, things happen.  It 
is through the word of God that God created the world. 
 

God said, “Let there be light” and there was light.   (Genesis 1:3) 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/TorontoStrong?src=hash


 
The love that John writes about is the agape love.  This is the 
self-giving love that comes through our relationships with God.  
As Christ-bearers, our community at St. Paul’s must be an 
example of this self-giving love.  No entitlement, no special 
privileges, no reserved parking spots but a community of 
agape love where all are welcomed, where no job is beneath 
us, where we work together to bring God’s love to others.  
 
Agape (pronounced “ah-gah-pay”) is the most powerful word 
in the Bible.  It is this love that brings out the best in people. 
   

God is AGAPE! 
 
Our passage ends with the command from John that “those 
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.”  
(1 John 4:21) 
 
This agape love is what motivated Peter and John to heal the man born lame.  Peter and John are 
then hauled before the religious authorities.  They bring the healed man himself as proof of their 
loving actions.  Peter and John are told to stop speaking and teaching about the resurrection.  But of 
course they can’t. 
 
The agape love is what motivated Philip to run up to a rich man in a chariot and proclaim the good 
news of Jesus to him.  Agape is what propelled Philip to ask the chariot to stop by a river and to 
baptize the Ethiopian in the water. 
   
Agape is what gets you and me out of our comfort zones. 
 
Agape enables us to love our brothers and our sisters. 
 
In the 15 verses from 1 John 4:7-21, the word ‘love’ is mentioned 26 times.  May you and I do 26 
actions of God’s love over the next week ~ that is 3-4 per day.   
 
Smile at a stranger, let a person and their vehicle go in front of you, keep your voice calm during an 
argument, write an email note of affirmation, say ‘you’re sorry’ and mean it, leave a thank you note 
for the person who cleans your office, give a tip to the person who gives you your coffee at the Tim’s 
drive-through, give someone the benefit of the doubt. 
 
As Christians, we know that God abides in us and that we abide in God.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


