
  
My Sermon from last Sunday February 4, 2018, ‘5th after The Epiphany’  ~ 

 
 

INCUMBENT’S CHARGE TO VESTRY  ~  YEAR 12 IN OUR SHARED MINISTRY 

 

The Venerable Deborah Hope Kraft 

 

I cherished Bishop Anne’s biblical motto for 2017, and I thank 

God for the gift of her prayerful biblical motto for 2018.  In 

2017, Bishop Anne selected a passage from Isaiah 52:7 which 

spoke about the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

brings good news, and tells us that our God reigns.  That 

passage was a real focal point for us at St. Paul’s last year as we 

intentionally strived to be God’s messengers and God’s feet.  

We strived to announce peace and bring 

good news.  At all times and in all places. 

 

As we continue to be the feet of the messenger, this year Bishop Anne 

asks us to focus upon clothing ourselves with Christ  ~  clothing 

ourselves with Christ’s attributes of compassion, humility and love. 

The love of Christ is the glue that connects us together. 

     

This is our parish rallying call, that we love each other, that we walk together, and that we move in 

harmony with each other.  This instruction doesn’t mean that we can’t have original thought and agree 

with everything that is said or done in the community.  What it means is that we move in perfect 

harmony.  The passage uses the word ‘perfect’ and this word implies that we hear each other in love as 

holy listeners and then we support each other even if we don’t completely agree.  Harmony means we 

act in kindness which supersedes everything else.  Christ is the clothing that keeps us connected. 

   

If you find yourself getting irritated by the community, then pray to be clothed in Christ.  If you find 

yourself losing patience, then pray to be clothed in Christ.  Always remember that you are God’s chosen 

ones, holy and beloved. 

 

My Report for the year 2017 will focus on: 

 

1. Review of 2017, summarizing the aspirations, activities, and outcomes of the year 
 

2. Objectives and anticipated outcomes for 2018 

 

REVIEW OF 2017 

 

 We Welcomed a New Bishop  ~ 

 

I was privileged to be one of the Clergy presenters at the consecration to the Episcopacy of The Right 

Reverend Anne Germond on February 11, 2017 at St. Luke’s Cathedral in Sault Ste Marie.  It is already 

apparent that our Bishop leads with the love and compassion mentioned in Colossians. 

 

Bishop Anne’s Motto for 2018 
 

“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience . . . 

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 

which binds everything together 

in perfect harmony.” 
 

[ Colossians 3: 12, 14 ] 



 

 We Had a Diocesan Synod in May 2017  ~ 

 

I was proud of our 3 Synod Delegates who represented you with grace and wisdom at our bi-annual 

synod in the Sault, from May 4 – 6, 2017.  The maximum number of delegates that a parish can send 

is 3 delegates.  At our vestry meeting of last February 5th, 2017, you elected Laurie Sandham, Ann 

Camber, and Deborah de Bakker as Lay Delegates to synod.   

 

I am thankful that youth parishioners, Olivia Coy and Alicia Sandham, were 2 of the 6 youth elected 

to represent the Deanery of Thunder Bay-North Shore youth at the 2017 synod.  As well, Olivia Coy 

was elected as the first youth alternate to General Synod.  Olivia will attend if the elected youth to 

General Synod, Logan Rayment, is unable to attend in 2019. 

 

I was elected as one of the 2 Clerical Delegates to General Synod 2019  ~  an important synod that will 

elect a new Primate to replace the retiring Primate Fred Hiltz, and will consider the second passing of 

the motion to change the Marriage Canon to include same sex marriages.  As of January 2018, we have 

already started preparing for General Synod 2019.  Please pray for me that I will use this time of 

preparation to learn, listen, and understand the issues facing the Anglican Church of Canada. 

 

I continue to be the Chair of the Constitution and Canons Committee for the Diocese, and we were 

pleased that our cleaning up of the canons and our missional focus was met with diocesan support.  The 

results of the missional focus of the canons is seen in the changes to individual reports for vestry.  Each 

report, according to Canon J-1: Vestries, must now include the aspirations, activities, and outcomes of 

the previous year, and the objectives and anticipated outcomes for the year ahead.  As you read each 

report, please thank God for the vision and commitment of the parish group/event/committee, and 

pray that their anticipated outcomes for the coming year will be achieved. 

  

 We Had Major Renovations to The Church Building  ~ 

 

In his letter to the Christians in Corinth, the apostle Paul writes that our bodies are the temples of 

the Holy Spirit.  This is why we must treat each other with the utmost respect and love, as our 

bodies are God-bearers. 

 

I believe that it is essential for us to treat our physical church building and gardens with respect and 

care.  When people see how well we care for the physical structure, my hope is that they will come to 

understand that we care even more deeply for the spiritual well-being of every person who comes into 

the community.  We are blessed with Endowment and Memorial funds whose earnings enable us to 

keep the church building up to date, clean, and beautiful.  Our new organ, refinished flooring, new 

lights in the hall, and new carpet in the narthex, chancel, and nave aisles are a reflection of the 

commitment and trust in the long-term viability of the church. 

 

On Christmas Eve, 2017, I was bursting with joy to hear the magnificent tones of the new Allen Organ.  

We love our grand piano, but nothing can compare with the majesty and sound of organ music.  

  

 We Grew in Understanding With Our Indigenous Diocesan Lay Readers  ~ 

 

One of our significant 2017 objectives was to deepen our outstanding with each other.  I am observing 

with love that our 4 Indigenous Lay Readers are speaking more, serving more, and singing more.  

They are now singing a Cree Hymn at the beginning of communion and I am deeply moved when 

their heartfelt tones fill the church. 

 

Our Syrian family is feeling the love and support of many people in the parish.  

  

 We Reached Out Internationally to St. Charles Church in Freetown, Sierra Leona  ~ 

 

As a result of a massive mudslide in August 2017, the home parish of parishioner Solade Nicol had its 

cement bridge and iron entrance gate severely damaged.  We held a fund-raising lunch for the bridge 

repairs after a Sunday service on November 26, 2017.  We are looking forward to hearing from 

Solade and his wife Wilhemina about their African adventures and growing in partnership with Canon 

Jenner Buck and the people at St. Charles Church. 



 

 We Committed Ourselves to Discipleship Formation  ~ 

 

I thank God for the deep friendships that develop between the youth and adult Confirmands and the 

person each one selects as a mentor.  I thank God for the ministries in our parish that encourage 

people to become followers of Jesus and to walk in the light of Christ. 

   

A disciple is someone who believes in Jesus and seeks to follow him in daily life.  A disciple commits 

to learning, studying, praying, and listening.  My prayer is that more parishioners are understanding 

the commandment that we use in baptisms, to “let your light so shine before others that they may see 

your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  (from the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5: 

16)  We let the light of our discipleship shine in order to bring glory to God.  If we desire St. Paul’s to 

remain as a healthy and vital community of Christians, we must speak and we must act.  Long gone 

are the days when our faith was considered to be a private affair and not to be shared.  

  

 We Offered Many Weekly Worship Opportunities  ~ 

 

Our 4 weekly services give parishioners choice and flexibility.  

  

 We Grew in Our Missional Focus To Be Food For The Soul  ~ 

 

We believe that our unique purpose is to reach out in love to all others, whether they are Anglican or 

not, Christian or not.  Our parish workshops, that are featured in our bi-annual Food for the Soul 

booklet, cover many topics and are led by parish volunteers, are increasing in popularity and several are 

now filling up with waiting lists.  

  

 We Completed 12 Years of Shared ministry ~ 

 

I have been blessed to serve as your Rector since August 29, 2005.  Each of you is a blessing to me 

and I thank you. 

 

MISSIONAL OBJECTIVES AND ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2018 

 

 Live The Biblical Command to “Clothe Ourselves In Love”  ~ 

 

Start every parish meeting, and every Food for the Soul workshop throughout 2018 with the 

Bishop’s Motto from Colossians.  

  

 Pray For Generosity And Abundance in Our Midst  ~ 

 

Continue to pray for you and for me to offer our gifts of your time and my time, your abilities and my 

abilities, your presence and my presence, and yes, your money and my money to do the Lord’s work.  

  

 Continue The Ethos of Extending The Boundaries of Our Church to Those Who Are Unable To Attend  ~ 

 

I thank you for your pastoral care through visits and prayers.  

  

 Be Alert to The Signs of God’s Presence in Our Midst  ~ 

 

Identify the spiritual gifts in those around you, and encourage them to use these gifts to the glory of God. 

 

In Conclusion  ~ 

 

The truth is  . . .  we are a light that shines in the world.  In an environment where so many people have 

turned away from the church and where many churches in our own Diocese of Algoma are making tough 

decisions to merge and to close, we are walking forward in faith, in trust, and in HOPE. 

 

 



A brand new Bishop Anne and Archdeacon 
Deborah, all smiles at the Ordination of the 

Diocese of Algoma’s first female bishop. 

 

We must not get complacent, as it is easy to lose 

momentum.  I pray that through the grace of God 

that does not happen.  In the words of our patron 

saint Paul, may you never “grow weary in doing 

what is right.”  (from 2 Thessalonians 3: 13) 

 

May God bless you in 2018.  May God bless your 

families in 2018. 

 

May you be clothed in Christ “which binds 

everything together in perfect harmony.” 

(from Colossians 3: 14)  

 

 

Respectfully submitted in the love of God, 

 

Deborah+   
The Venerable Deborah Hope Kraft 

                  B.Sc., MBA, B.Th., MTS 
 

Rector of St. Paul’s 

Archdeacon of 

Thunder Bay-North Shore 

 
 
 

 


