
  
My Sermon from last Sunday January 7, 2018, ‘The Baptism Of The Lord’  ~ 

 
I speak to you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
I want you to think about the significant moments in your life, moments that define you and transform 
you.  Dates of significance that are forever in your mind and in your heart.  Some of these significant 
moments are joyful and some are sad. 
 
I want you to think about 3 of these important events for you.  Maybe when you got married, had a 
child, graduated from university, lost a parent or a spouse, received a promotion, retired, moved  . . . 
 
For me, I would include my wedding date of September 17, 1977, the birth of our 4 children, and my 
ordination as a priest (May 6, 2002). 
 
However, I now find that a significant date for me for which I am eternally grateful is the date of my 
baptism.  I was baptized on September 13, 1953, when I was just 3 months old in Terrace Bay 
Community Church.  I remember that when Archbishop Fred Hiltz, Primate of the Anglican Church 
of Canada, preached at St. Paul's several years ago, he told us that he carries his original baptismal 
certificate in his BAS (Book of Alternative Services).  I was touched by his actions and have since dug 
up my original baptismal certificate and now keep it in the Bible that I pray with.  The edges are torn 
but the beautiful penmanship on the certificate is still very legible. 
 
Today, Christians all around the world are celebrating the Baptism of the Lord.  How quickly we 
move through our church calendar.  Last night was Epiphany (January 6, 2018) when we gave thanks 
to God for the visit of the wise men to the Christ child in Bethlehem.  Today, we are remembering an 
event in the life of Jesus that happened 30 years after his birth. 
   
Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist in the River Jordan.  This event was so important that Jesus's 
Baptism is recorded in all 4 gospels, unlike the birth stories which are only in Matthew and in Luke.  
After his baptism, Jesus begins his 3 years of ministry. 
   
We continue to baptize today in 2018.  As Christians, we share in God's new creation.  We are part of 
a new humanity and in the words of the apostle Paul "so if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away."  (2 
Corinthians 5:17) 
 
In baptism, we are marked as belonging to Christ 
forever and we are part of God's new humanity.  
Creation has happened again!  That is why our 
baptismal font has 8 sides.  Seven sides represent the 
7 days of creation (allegorical, not literal) and the 8th 
side represents the day of the resurrection.  God has 
created again and through our baptisms, we share in 
that gift. 
 
We used to downplay our baptisms.  Why?  Because 
everyone was baptized.  Because everyone went to 
church.  Because it was often a rite of passage.  
Because many people had their child done. 
 
When an infant is baptized, this sacrament is often 
referred to as a “Christening”  ~  the child receives 
their Christian names (the names with which they 
are baptized:  first and middle names and not the 
last name). 
   
Today on this Sunday of the Baptism of the Lord, 
we are invited to enter into the mystery and the 
wonder of Baptism. 
   
Baptism is about grace.  It is about relationship.  It is 
about the reality that just as God spoke to Jesus at his baptism  ~  “You are my son, the Beloved, 
with you I am well pleased" (Mark 1:11)  ~  God speaks to us and calls us God's beloved. 
 



Here's 5 facts about baptism:  
1. It is God's idea.  Jesus commanded his followers to baptize new disciples. 
2. Water baptism is important  ~  whether through sprinkling, pouring, or through full immersion. 
3. Baptism is a sacrament of obedience.  We honour God by following God's words. 
4. Baptism identifies us with Christ and the church.  We want to follow Jesus and be part of 

the body of Christ. 
5. Baptism is a symbol of our new life. 

  
I have been blessed and privileged to baptize all 8 of my grandchildren.  To hold those lovely little 
people and to commend them to God is a huge blessing.  I have also been blessed and privileged to 
baptize many parish children and grandchildren.  And parish adults too.  
  
I am now going to move around the congregation and sprinkle you with water from our font.  May God 
bless each and every one of you as you commit yourself to Christ.  (I use a cedar bough and sprinkle 
the congregation).  May you continue forever in the risen life of Christ.  May you keep faithful to 
your calling. (from the Renewal of Baptismal Vows in the BAS, page 330-332) 
 
Your significant events?  That new pet, your college graduation, the purchase of your first home, and 
your baptism.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


