
  
My Sermon from last Sunday October 29, 2017, ‘21st after Pentecost’ & ‘All Hallows Even’  ~  

“What Will Your Legacy Be?” 
 

I speak to you in the name of the God of love.  Amen. 
 
We’re coming up to Hallowe’en (2 days away) and on this day we celebrate “All Hallows Even”  ~  
the evening before November 1, ‘All Saints Day.’  When our 4 children were little, we had grey 
tombstones made with sayings on them.  We would put them outside on our front lawn the week 
before Hallowe’en. 
 
I got the sayings from the tombstones outside of the ‘Haunted Mansion’ ride at Disney World.  I 
remember writing down the sayings on the tombstones while we were waiting in line.  I found out 
later that the each of the 13 tombstones in the cemetery outside of the Haunted Mansion represents a 
real person who used to work for Walt Disney.  What an honour! 
 
Fast forward to 2017.  I no longer have the tombstones that used to be on the Kraft front yard for 
Hallowe’en but years later, I still remember the sayings.  Here’s 4 of them:  

 In memory of our patriarch, Dear departed Grandpa Marc. 
 Master Gracey laid to rest.  No mourning please at his request. 
 Dear departed brother Dave.  He chased a bear into a cave. 
 Here lies good old Fred.  A great big rock fell on his head. 

 
I am sure that many of you have written an obituary or a eulogy for a loved one.  This is not easy to 
do as we are writing this while we are grieving and there are so many things we wish to say.  In the 
words of a prayer from the Anglican Book of Alternative Services (the BAS), we want to remember 
the legacy of the person we loved and to remember what was important to them.   
 
Here’s part of the prayer:  
‘We pray that nothing good in this person’s life will be lost, but will be of benefit to the world; that 
all that was important to him/her will be of benefit to the world; that all that was important to 
him/her will be respected by those who follow; and that everything in which he/she was great will 
continue to mean much to us.’  BAS, page 602 
 
A legacy.  What do you want your legacy to be?  What do you hope to be remembered for?  If you had 
to write your legacy today, what would you say?  What do you wish to be handed down to your family 
and to your friends? 
 
Our scripture for the 21st Sunday after the Day of Pentecost includes Moses’ legacy.  It is recorded in 
just 3 verses at the end of the last chapter in the 5th book in the Old Testament, the Book of 
Deuteronomy.  Moses is at the end of his life.  He has brought his people, the Hebrews, out of 
captivity in Egypt and stayed faithful to his God and to his people throughout 40 years of wondering in 
the wilderness of the Sinai Peninsula.  Moses has reached the end of a long and fruitful life and it is 
time for him to die.  God will not let Moses enter Israel, the promised land, the land of milk and 
honey.  That privilege will go to Joshua, Moses’ successor.   
 
Deuteronomy ends with Moses’ legacy and here it is:  
“Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face.  He 
was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, 
against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for all the mighty deeds and all the 
terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.”   Deuteronomy 34:10-12 
 
What a beautifully composed legacy.  Never since has there arisen a prophet like Moses, knew the 
Lord face to face, unequaled for all the signs and wonders he performed, for all the mighty deeds and 
terrifying displays of power.   
 
I believe that a eulogy should reflect the best qualities of a person as after all, each of us is made in 
the image of God.  Our best qualities form our legacy.  Although for some people who have led less 
than exemplary lives this is not always easy  . . .  
 
Here’s how one Rector dealt with a challenge to refer to a parishioner who had died as a “saint.”  The 
man’s brother was adamant that the Rector call his brother a saint as part of the Rector’s remarks 
about the man’s legacy at the funeral.  The Rector didn’t know what to do. as the man who had died 



and the man’s brother were both involved in money laundering, drug trafficking, and many other 
criminal activities.  The brother promised to give a vast amount of money to the church and this 
church had no money and was about to close.  Finally, the Rector had an idea and here’s what he said 
at the funeral: 
 
The man who died was not a nice person.  He was involved in suspicious deaths, embezzlement of 
funds, drug trafficking, and many illegal activities.  He robbed, cheated, swindled and stole, but 
compared to his brother, he was a saint! 
 
We are on this earth for a short period of time and yet our legacy will live on.  When my mother died 
10 years ago, we thought very carefully about what we would say about her at her funeral and about 
what we would put on her memorial stone at the cemetery.  My mother embodied the tradition of 
“actions speak louder than words.”  She lived her faith.  We put this Quaker saying on her stone:  

“Let your life speak.”  
We also included an instruction from Jesus, as recorded in the Sermon on the Mount.  

“You are the light of the world.”  Matthew 5:14 
 
Moses’ legacy is inspirational.  But the most important legacy in all of the Bible is the legacy of Jesus.  
The Christ, who lives in our hearts.  Who was raised from the dead.  Who leads us and loves us and 
teaches us and guides us. 
 
Here’s what John ‘s gospel writes about Jesus:  
“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.”  John 20:30-31 
And finally, the last verse at the end of John’s Gospel, Chapter 21:25 
 
But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, I 
suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. 
 
Jesus told us how to live and if we follow his teachings and follow the Christ as our personal Saviour 
we will have a legacy that’s is truly filled with the presence of God. 
   
Jesus is in the temple in Jerusalem during the last week of his life.  He is asked by Jewish religious 
leaders, by the Pharisees, which commandment of the 613 Jewish laws is the greatest.  Jesus 
combines two Bible verses from the Old Testament.  
  
He begins by quoting Deuteronomy 6: 5:  

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,                                                                                     
and will all your soul, and with all your mind.” 

 
This is the most important Jewish prayer and is said in the morning and in the evening.  It is called the 
great Shema (pronounced She-ma), which means ‘Hear.’  “Hear, O Israel.” 
 
And then Jesus moves to Leviticus 19:18:  

“You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” 
 

Love God.  Love one another.  What a legacy!  If I can live up to a tenth of what Jesus is asking of 
me, I will feel that my life has meaning. 
   
I encourage you to love God in your actions and to love your neighbour through deeds of kindness and 
compassion.  There is no legacy greater than these.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


