
 
 

My Sermon from Sunday September 15, 2019, 14th after Pentecost   ~  “Return To God” 
 

O Lord, through the written word and through the spoken, word may we know 

your living word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Many of you have been coming to church and reading the Bible your entire lives.  You have heard 

and read the parables of Jesus for decades. You have been to Sunday School.  You may have taken 

Life in the Eucharist and confirmation classes.   I am wondering if you can name 2 of Jesus’ parables? 

 

(Dear Friends at Home:  I encourage you to stop reading for a moment and try to 

name 2 Parables, more if you can.) 

 

Here’s the names of some of Jesus’ most famous parables: 

 

1. The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

2. The Parable of the Prodigal Son 

3. The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

4. The Parable of the Sower 

5. The Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard 

6. The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 

 

In our gospel from Luke 15, we hear 2 parables this morning ~ the Parable of the Lost Sheep and 

the Parable of the Lost Coin.  These 2 parables are followed by the Parable of the Prodigal Son and 

this parable is also in the 15
th
 chapter. 

 

Jesus tells these parables to some religious leaders who are critical of the company he is keeping.  

Jesus spends more time with the marginalized and those who were viewed with contempt, such as 

tax collectors working on behalf of the Romans. 

   

The Lost Sheep and The Lost Coin.  I don’t know about you but when I lose something I tend to 

think a lot about it and hope that I can find it.  Lost keys, lost pieces of jewellery, lost papers will 

occupy my mind and thoughts and actions.  Christine, our Parish Assistant, has frequently helped me 

look for my car cars.  Kind of important to find if you want to go somewhere! 

 

Over a year ago, a beautiful large red leather purse was stolen out of my car.  I had left my car 

unlocked overnight in our driveway.  This Kate Spade purse was in the back seat.  It was a 

Christmas gift to me from my daughter-in-law Carrie and meant a lot to me.  I phoned the pawn 

shops and it never turned up.  Months later, I find myself still looking for it on ladies arms around 

Thunder Bay.  When I see a big red purse, watch out!!  I look closely at every one I see! 

 

In the Parable of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin, Jesus is talking about things that are lost.  The first 

is an animal ~ a sheep, 1 sheep in the shepherd’s flock of 100 sheep.  This one sheep is lost.  The 

shepherd leaves the 99 in a dangerous place, the wilderness and goes looking for the lost sheep.  He 

finds the sheep and carries it back home on his shoulders.  The shepherd then calls his friends and 

neighbours together for a party of celebration and rejoicing.  The sheep was lost and is now found. 

 

Jesus goes on to say that there is rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents.  Joy in heaven.  

Repentance means to be transformed, to turn our lives around and to return to God. (from Luke 15: 7) 

 

Jesus then states the same message with the Parable of the Lost Coin.  A woman has lost one of her 



 

10 silver coins.  She searches her entire 

home until the coin is find.  Like the 

shepherd, she calls her friends and 

neighbours over for a party of rejoicing. 

   

Again, Jesus states that there is joy in 

heaven over one sinner who repents (from 

Luke 15: 10).  Coins and sheep cannot 

repent.  God is portrayed as the shepherd in 

the first parable and as a woman in the 2
nd

 

parable.  We learn more about the loving 

heart of God in these parables than we do 

about sheep and about coins.  And we 

know that neither the lost sheep nor the 

lost coin are able to repent! 

 

I did do a lot of thinking this week about 

sheep, not about coins!  Sheep follow the 

shepherd and are very different from cows 

as cows are prodded along and directed 

from behind.  Cows do not follow the 

shepherd as the shepherd follows the cows.  

We can understand this metaphor as you 

and I are called to follow Jesus as his disciples. 

 

The message is that God is always 

waiting for us to return to God. 

   

There is however a major challenge.  

Many of us do not know that we are 

lost.  We think that we are perfectly 

fine.  It isn’t until we realize that we 

have strayed from God’s path that we 

desire to turn back, to be transformed 

by the grace of God and to return to 

God. 

    

Some people do this when they hit 

rock bottom through addictions, 

alcohol, or severe disappointments in 

life.  Most of us carry along in our 

busy lives, and think we are OK. 

   

I think that the best way to look at this is to decide that there are many times when we have turned 

away from God. 

 

Here is what Martin Luther, the 16
th
 century monk and priest and founder of the Protestant Church 

in Germany said about this parable of the lost sheep and its meaning and how we turn away from 

God easily and often  ~ 

 

 



 

Men prove their piety by turning up their nose at those who are sinners, as here the 

Pharisees do who murmur and grumble at public sinners. 

 

This is what our monks do.  They have gone about making faces at all who lie in their 

sins, and have thought: “Oh, but this is a worldly fellow!  He does not concern us.  If, 

now, he really would be pious, let him put on the monk’s cowl.” 

 

Hence it is that reason and such hypocrites cannot refrain from despising those who are 

not like them.  They are puffed up over their own life and conduct, and cannot advance 

far enough to be merciful to sinners. 

 

This much they do not know, that they are to be servants, and that their piety is to be of 

service to others.  Moreover, they become so proud and harsh that they are unable to 

manifest any love.  They think: “This peasant is not worthy to unloose the latchet of my 

shoes; therefore do not say that I am to show him any affection.” 

 

But at this point God intervenes, permitting the proud one to receive a severe fall and 

shock that he often becomes guilty of such sins as adultery, and at times does things even 

worse, and must afterwards smite himself, saying: “Keep still, brother, and restrain 

yourself, you are of precisely the same stuff as yonder peasant.”  He thereby 

acknowledges that we are all chips of the same block. 

 

I, too, have been guilty of the sin of pride and have turned away from God.  I have looked at the 

people hooked on drugs and very drunk who have stumbled into our church garden and thought 

to myself, “Why don’t they clean themselves up?”   

 

Over the years, I have finally started to return to God for my views.  I have acknowledged that I 

am lost and I have asked God to transform me, not them, and let me see them as God sees them, 

as beloved children of God.  I now go out into the garden, as many of you do, and speak with 

them and tell them that this is a sacred space and that is why we don’t drink or take drugs in this 

sacred space. 

   

Just because we are worshipping in church or reading this sermon on-line doesn’t make us righteous 

in the eyes of God.  We are sometimes lost and need to return to God.  It is not always easy to see.  

In the words of Amazing Grace, “I once was lost but now am found, was blind, but now I see.” 

 

May we leave this sacred space this morning remembering the joy and the celebration and the party 

that God throws every time we acknowledge our brokenness and return to God. 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


