
 

 
My Sermon from Sunday November 1, 2020 ‘All Saints Day’  ~  “For All The Saints” 

 

I speak to you in the name of 

God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Today is All Saints Day, November 1.  It is a 

day when we remember the saints  ~  

saintly people of faith who have lived lives 

of faith and sacrifice, were often martyred 

for their faith, and have died and are in 

heaven.  

  

We think of the saints as those men and 

women before the throne of God.  They 

worship God night and day and they sing 

and they praise.  This is part of St. John the 

Divine’s vision of worship from the Book of 

Revelation: 

 

“Amen!  Blessings and glory and wisdom 

and thanksgiving and honour and power 

and might be to our God forever and 

ever!  Amen!”  (Revelation 7: 12) 

 

Many of the saints have interesting stories.  

Like many Christians of the Roman era, 

Clement was prosecuted for his beliefs.  He 

was a late first century bishop.  He was 

banished from Rome and forced to serve in 

a stone quarry in Greece.  Upon arriving, 

Clement discovered the prisoners were 

 

being denied water and were 

dying of thirst.  He then saw 

a lamb on a hill and struck 

the ground where the lamb 

stood with his pick axe, 

releasing a gushing stream of 

water.  The miracle resulted 

in many of the prisoners 

immediately converting to 

Christianity.  As a punishment 

for this deed, the soldiers 

working at the mine tied 

Clement to an anchor and 

threw him from a boat into 

the Black Sea. 

 

In the Anglican tradition, we 

remember all the saints on 



 

our annual calendar.  We even have a book titled “FOR ALL THE SAINTS.”  The lives of these men and 

women inspire us and bless us and remind us of the power of faith. 

 

Every year on ‘All Saints Sunday,’ we listen to the words of this hymn, FOR ALL THE SAINTS, and once 

we have a vaccine against COVID-19, we will be singing in community.  This hymn begins by telling 

us very clearly who a saint is: 

 

For all the saints who from their labours rest, 

who thee by faith before the world confessed, 

thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

A saint has died and is in heaven.  They worked hard and 

now they rest from their labours.  They preached and 

evangelized and taught.  They did their very best to share 

their faith with the world.  They loved Jesus and blessed his 

holy name time and time again.  Many of the saints have also 

enjoyed a marvelous sense of humour. 

 

There was a time after the Protestant Reformation of the 

1500’s that Anglicans said that the only appropriate saints 

were those whose names were mentioned in the Bible.   

 

Roman Catholics continued to honour the saints and to 

canonize new saints who met saintly criteria.  Pope Francis 

declared Pope John a saint in 2013.  He lived a virtuous life 

and initiated the second Vatican Council in 1962.  The reforms 

from Vatican II brought about a lot of good.  He often 

laughed and made fun of himself.  Once a journalist asked 

him how many people worked in the Vatican and he replied, 

“About half of them.”  

 

Today Anglicans recognize the many men and women who have lived saintly lives.   

 

Our gospel passage on All Saints Day is from the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ and on the Beatitudes.  

Jesus is speaking about who is blessed: 

 

 It is not someone who has won the lottery or has the biggest house, 
 

 It is not someone who has risen to a position of political power, 
 

 It is not someone who is a famous movie star or athlete. 

 

A blessed person is one who has known pain and suffering.  A blessed person is one who depends 

upon God.  A blessed person is one who has cleared their heart to receive God’s love and mercy.  A 

blessed person is one brings peace, who hungers for righteousness, who leaves a gentle footprint 

upon the earth, and who is willing to die for their faith. 

 

This past week alone in the Anglican church calendar of the saints, we honoured the Saints of the 

Reformation, John Wycliff and Jan Hus, the apostles St. Simon and St. Jude, and Alfred the Great.  

We realize that our faith and our goodness and our actions will never meet the path of these men 

and women. 

 

Let us journey together to the Bible.  In several of his letters, the apostle Paul refers to all the 

 



 

believers in communities such as Colossae and in Philippi as “SAINTS.”  He begins his salutations by 

saying this: 

 

“To all the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful in Christ Jesus.” 

 

“To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi.” 

 

“To the saints and faithful brothers and sister in Christ in Colossae.” 

 

Let’s journey back to the first century, to these early Christian communities.  Imagine that you are 

hearing Paul’s letter read out in church.  And Paul begins by calling you a saint.  You gulp and you 

think this: 

 

“I am not a saint.  I am a sinner.  I have turned away from God many times.  I have not 

always put God first and loved God above all else.  I have not always been kind to my 

neighbours.  I have been angry and judgemental and jealous. 

 

Paul does not put 

conditions on 

sainthood except for 

the love of Jesus 

and our desire to 

worship God and to 

be in a personal 

relationship with 

our Saviour.  I 

certainly don’t see 

myself as a saint and 

I expect that you 

don’t either.   

 

The author of the 

Book of Hebrews 

writes that “we are 

surrounded by so 

great a cloud of 

witnesses” (Hebrews 12: 1) and we are part of the priesthood of all believers.  Through our baptisms, 

God lifts us up and sets us on a race of glory and meaning and fulfillment. 

 

We were blessed with Archbishop Anne as our presider on our ‘ZOOM’ morning Worship last 

Friday, October 30.  She stressed the importance of being true to ourselves, to be authentic and she 

reminded us that we are beautiful inside and out.  

  

The Archbishop then went on to set the bar very high for our own pilgrimage here on earth.  She 

said that the people in this community of faith at St. Paul’s are an icon of faithfulness and a beacon of 

hope for our broken and hurting world.  She called us to be unafraid and to be bold about our faith.  

Archbishop Anne called us to live and to die with our convictions.  

  

GULP!  Isn’t it easier to read about the saints who have lived godly lives?  To read about the apostles, 

about St. Lydia, St. Prisca, St. Timothy, and St. Silas?  To hear about the miracles of St. Augustine, St. 

Thomas, St. Patrick and St. Ignatius?  

 

When we share in their call to sainthood, when we hear how St. Paul calls us his beloved saints, 

 



 

when our own beloved Archbishop calls us an ‘icon of faithfulness,’ we shake in our boots  . . .  and 

then we respond.   

 

I don’t want to let Archbishop Anne down and I don’t want to let God down. 

 

Have you noticed what happens when people put on responsibilities associated with their roles?  

They take on that role.  They live that role.  A police officer becomes an upholder of the law when 

her uniform is put on and the shift begins.  A teacher becomes a guardian of wisdom and teaching 

when he takes a breath and walks into the classroom.  A nurse becomes a healer when he walks into 

a patient’s room.  

  

I am frightened at the intensity of the responsibilities that 

Archbishop Anne has put on you and on me for this parish.  Please 

put “SAINT” in front of your name and feel yourself squirm.  I can 

barely write ‘St. Deborah,’ let alone say it.   

 

We are not alone.  We 

have God with us.  

Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

reminds us that, in his own 

words, we are to be “God’s 

stand-ins.”  When we take 

on this role with all of our 

convictions as a disciple of 

Jesus, we “put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ” (Romans 13: 14) and we begin to grow.  Saints 

are the first people to know that we are also Sinners.  The 

two ‘S Words’ walk hand in hand.  When we realize this truth 

on All Saints Day, we actually become more saint-like. 

 

Let us pray: 

 

Lord, help us to be beacons of hope as we walk together.  

 Lord, help us to be faithful to you. 

Lord, help us to be peacemakers and to bring unity. 

Lord, help us to proclaim the gospel.  Amen.  

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


