
 
 

My Sermon from Sunday February 10, 2019  ~  5th Sunday after Epiphany   ~ “A Fishing Lesson” 
 

I speak to you in the name of the God of love who calls us.  Amen. 

 

Think about it.  It is a warm spring evening and you have just finished cleaning and waxing your 

vehicle.  A man you know and respect comes up to you and asks to use your vehicle.  He needs to 

take it on a muddy country trail in order to talk to a family living in Lappe about the healing power 

of God.  What would you say?  

  

This is exactly what happened to Peter.  It is early 

morning.  Jesus is standing by the Sea of Galilee and the 

crowd is huge and drawing close to Jesus as they are filled 

with a hunger to hear Jesus.  Jesus sees fishermen cleaning 

their boats and their nets after a long and unsuccessful 

night of fishing.  Jesus asks Simon, also known as Peter, to 

stop cleaning his boat and his net and to become his boat 

chauffeur.  He asks Peter to take him out into the boat so 

that the people could hear him better.  Water is a natural 

amplifier of sound. 

  

What would you do if you were Peter?  You are tired and frustrated.  No fish means no money.  You 

are also still worried about your mother-in-law who has been really sick but then this man Jesus cured 

her.  What would you say to Jesus? Would you tell him that your boat needs to dry and that you have 

an idea.  You will build a little stand by the edge of the water.  No need to take out the boat. 

 

What does Peter do?  He does take Jesus out into the boat.  After Jesus finishes preaching, he has a 

new request for Peter.  “Let’s try fishing again with your nets.”  What would you say?  Peter does 

respond to this strange request and his initial reaction 

is NO:  “Master, we fished all night and caught 

nothing.  It is now daytime and the fish have gone 

really deep into the water and we won’t be able to 

catch any.  Also, we have just finished washing out 

nets.  I can’t face washing them again.  Also, my 

fishing colleagues will think that I am out of my mind.  

They will never let me forget it.  It’s crazy!”  (My 

expansion of the scripture from Luke 5:5) 

 

What would you do?  Peter must have been really 

touched by the words of Jesus as he agrees to let 

down his nets.  Fish pour into the nets, so many fish that 

Peter’s colleagues have to come out in their own boat to 

haul in the fish.  The fish almost sink both boats.  

  

What happens next?  Peter falls to his knees in front of Jesus 

and does not say, “I worship you.  You are truly amazing!”  

Instead, Peter cries out, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a 

sinful man.”  (Luke 5:8)  In spite of Peter’s acknowledgement 

of his sinfulness or really because of his acknowledgement of 

his sinfulness, Jesus calls Peter into ministry, “From now on, 

you will fish for people.” (Luke 5:10) 



Such an interesting process.  See and acknowledge the greatness of God.  Become aware of one’s 

sinfulness and then accept the call into God’s service. 

   

The same process happened centuries earlier with the call of the prophet Isaiah.  Same 3 step process  

~  See the greatness.  Acknowledge one’s sinfulness.  Accept the call. 

 

Isaiah has a vision of the Lord sitting on a throne surrounded by angels.  Isaiah then cries out,  

“I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips.”  (Isaiah 6:5)  God calls Isaiah into ministry by purifying 

Isaiah’s lips with a live coal.  Isaiah responds, “Here am I; send me!”  (Isaiah 6:8) 

 

Both Peter and Isaiah go on to do great ministry in the name of God.  I think it is meaningful that God 

called them and today God calls you and me.  There is a saying about God’s call that speaks to me  ~ 

  

God doesn’t call the qualified.  God qualifies the called. 

 

Remember how the prophet Jeremiah thought he was too young, Moses thought he couldn’t talk 

properly, and both Isaiah and Peter thought they were too sinful? . . . 

 

This ‘fishing lesson’ for you and me today is to extend ourselves and to go out of our way to 

respond to the call.  Our lesson is to take the boat back out even though we have tried it before and 

don’t feel like it.  Our lesson is to focus on God and not on what other people will think about our 

actions. Peter was risking his reputation by agreeing to go fishing in the daytime. 

   

Today, I will be installing our 2019 Advisory Board:  our Wardens, Synod Delegates, and elected 

representatives.  They don’t have to be perfect.  In fact, it is out of our authenticity and vulnerability 

that God can mold us, strengthen us, and qualify us. 

 

I will close with the words of the psalmist: 

 

“The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me.”  (Psalm 138:8). 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah + 

 


