
 
 

My Talk from Saturday September 21, 2019, UN International Day of Peace   ~ 

 

UN International Day of Peace  ~  September 21, 2019, 11:00 am to Noon 

 

Good morning!  I am going to begin with a quote about peace this morning  ~ 

 

Gandhi said:  “ ‘An eye for an eye’ only makes the whole world blind.”   

 

I feel privileged to be speaking with you today on September 21, the UN International Day of 

Peace.  I am thankful for the Rotary’s mandate to promote international peace and for their 

commitment to the installation of a Peace Pole.  Imagine  ~  a quarter of a million have been 

installed around the world.  What a message of hope for all of humanity! 

 

“May peace prevail on earth.”  In 3 significant languages.  On the treaty lands of the Fort William 

First Nation.  I am a settler here on this land and I am thankful that the peace pole includes our 

indigenous brothers and sisters. 

 

I strongly believe that we can build a world of peace by going on an interior journey within 

ourselves.  The truth is that you can’t bring peace to others unless you have peace within yourself.  

We can learn about the applications of peace, the principles of non-violence in our own personal 

relationships, in our families, in our marriages, and in our work places.  We must practice peace. 

 

The world’s largest religions are all committed 

to peace and yet we don’t have a very good 

track record of building understanding and 

compassion between people of different faith 

traditions.  I am an Anglican priest and I am 

committed to building bonds of peace between 

people of all religions, philosophies, and points 

of view.  We share this planet and we are all 

equal.  As Brenda Baughmann, one of our 

parishioners at the church, recently said to me, 

“we are one world and one people.” 

 

I was privileged to attend our Anglican Church 

of Canada general meeting in Vancouver in July 

2019.  This meeting is held every 3 years.  We 

spoke about a decade-long initiative that has the 

goal of building peace between Christians and 

Moslems.  A resolution was passed to show 

gratitude for a letter called ‘A Common Word 

Between Us and You.’  The letter extended an 

invitation from Muslims to Christians to come 

together in search of peace and understanding 

based upon the shared foundational scriptural 

principles of “love of God and love of 

neighbour.”  

 

Another resolution was passed to delete an 

insensitive prayer (“For the Conversion of the 



Jews”) in the Book of Common Prayer (p. 41) and replace it with one called For Reconciliation 

with the Jews.  The original prayer asked for God’s mercy on Jews for willfully rejecting and 

denying Jesus. The new prayer asks for our own pride and prejudice to be removed.  I am actually 

embarrassed that it took the church until 2019 to eliminate this prayer. 

 

These are small steps and that is how global peace happens, with small and significant steps. You 

will each have many stories of your own. 

 

Here are 4 steps that you and I can do every day.  They are easy to remember as they start with the 

letter ‘C’  ~ 

 

 Step 1 Create     ~  Create ‘Peace Day’ every day.   

 Step 2 Commit ~  Commit to Peace. 

 Step 3 Contribute ~  Contribute to Peace. 

 Step 4 Culture  ~  Build a culture of 

Peace. 

 

One of the strategies that I try to do to build peace, 

aside from not responding back to those negative 

emails for 24 hours, is to remember a biblical verse 

from the wisdom book of Proverbs. 

 

“Iron sharpens iron.”  (Proverbs 27: 17)  If we 

respond back to someone in anger or in violence, 

the situation gets worse and often escalates out 

of control. 

   

Instead: 

 

Turn the other cheek, follow the Golden Rule, 

and be kind. 

 

I began with a quote about peace and I am going to end with a quote about peace  ~ 

 

Mother Teresa said:  “If we have no peace, we have forgotten that we belong to each other.” 

 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 

 

 


