
 
 

My Sermon from Sunday January 6, 2019 ‘The Epiphany of The Lord’   ~  “Overwhelmed With Joy” 
 

Gracious God, bless us with the light of your countenance and we shall be saved.  Amen. 

 

Well, Christmas is over.  The 12 days of Christmas ended yesterday on January 5, 2019.  It is now time 

to put away the tree, the indoor decorations, the outdoor lights, the Christmas cards.  It is now time 

to carefully pack up your crèche.  I put baby Jesus in my crèche on Christmas Eve and have been 

moving the wise men closer and closer to it throughout the 12 days of Christmas.  Today they have 

arrived and are ready to pay homage to the Christ child.  I treasure my olive wood nativity set that I 

bought in Bethlehem at a Christian gift shop on my first pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

 

We are all fascinated by the visit of the wise men to Jesus in Bethlehem.  The visit has all the elements 

of a great story  ~  travel, a star, expensive gifts, danger, adventure, and the unknown.  Who 

wouldn’t want to follow a star and be part of this story? 

 

I’m not an astrologer and yet I like to watch the movement of the ‘Big Dipper’ across the summer sky 

looking out over One Island Lake (near Thunder Bay). 

   

Well, actually as Christians we are part of the story.  We carry the light of Christ within us and we are 

all called to journey into the world, into many situations to brighten the corners of darkness. 

 

Let’s journey together into the story that is only in Matthew’s gospel in chapter 2.  Matthew uses the 

word “magi” to describe the wise men.  These men follow a star to Bethlehem.  Although Christian 

tradition has established the number of wise men as three, and have referred to these men as kings, the 

truth is that we don’t know where the men came from, how many there were, and what their social 

standing or occupation was. We don’t even know how they travelled as there is no mention in the 

gospel story of camels.  Now, we do know that they were affluent as their gifts for the Messiah were 

expensive.  We do know that they were wise as they knew how to follow a star.  We also know that 

they had the financial means to go on a long journey of several years there and back.  I also think the 

magi were insightful and brave, kind of like the explorers of the New World. 

   

We know that the journey took the magi a couple of years because Matthew does not use the word 

infant to describe the child they find but a word that describes a young child.  

  

We have Mary and Joseph and Jesus still in Bethlehem.  They are no longer living in the stable with 

the animals but are now in a house, according to Matthew. 

 

The magi do not know where they are going.  All they know and expect to find is a king, who is still a 

young child.  They expect to find a royal child which is why they go first to Jerusalem to the palace of 

King Herod to ask him.  King Herod calls all his priests and scribes and asks them if they know 

anything about a king of the Jews.  These advisors to Herod quote the prophet Micah and the prophet 

Samuel and say that the ruler will be born in Bethlehem and will be a shepherd king. 

 

The wise men listen to these advisors and set off for Bethlehem which is only 10 km from Jerusalem.  

The star leads them directly to the house where the Christ child is living with his mother Mary and 

with Joseph. 

 

They enter the humble home and they kneel down and present Jesus with the most precious gifts on 

earth  ~  extravagant gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

 



There’s an old joke that if the Three Wise Men had been 

‘Three Wise Women’ they would have asked for 

directions a lot sooner, arrived on time to help deliver 

the baby, brought practical gifts such as warm clothing, 

food, and fuel, cleaned the stable, made a casserole and 

there would be peace on earth! 

 

We are beginning the Christian season of Epiphany which 

goes from January 6 until the beginning of Lent on Ash 

Wednesday, March 6, 2019.  Lent is a ‘movable feast’ 

that changes each year. 

 

Epiphany is one of the oldest Christian feasts.  It has been 

celebrated since the end of the second century, before the 

Christmas holiday was established.  During this season, we 

will be reflecting upon the manifestation of the divinity 

of Christ to the wise men and now to you and to me. 

 

To me, this is the true wonder of the story  ~  The wise 

men were willing to let go of their expectations about 

the king of the Jews.  They had brought gifts fit for a 

king, for a child who already had everything.  They first 

went to a palace and to a royal family looking for Jesus.  

And then they were willing to leave the palace, leave the 

splendor of the streets of Jerusalem and the magnificent temple and travel to a small village.  They 

were willing to leave behind their ideas about the Messiah and accept the reality and the truth of the 

Christ leaving in simple and humble surroundings. 

 

The wise men were truly wise.  They found Jesus and we read in Matthew’s account of the story that 

when the star stopped over the place where the child was, they were “overwhelmed with joy.”  

Matthew 2:10 

 

They could easily have questioned themselves and said that it was impossible that they travelled all 

that way to visit a child in a little home in a little town.  They could have kept going and kept looking 

and kept searching.  Instead, they let God lead them and they let God open their eyes and their hearts 

so they could see that the Christ child was right there in front of him.  

  

We are called to be as open to the divine light of Christ as the magi.  We are called to recognize 

Christ in simple grace notes and moments that we are not expecting  ~  humble moments, small 

moments, simple moments of mercy and justice and kindness.  That is where we can expect to find 

our own epiphanies.  

  

During World War II, the British poet W. H. Auden wrote a poem, called The Christmas Oratorio, 

about Christmas and about the 3 wise men.  Here is what he writes in the voice of the magi: 

 

 “All we know for certain is that we are three old sinners, 

  That this journey is much too long, that we want our dinners 

  And miss our wives, our books, our dogs, 

  But we have only the vaguest idea why we are what we are. 

  To discover how to be human now is the reason we follow the star.”  

 



It is 2019.  You and I begin as the wise men did.  

The light calls to us and we follow it.  We do 

not know where the journey will take us and 

perhaps we will never know.  All we have is the 

light, the desire, and our faith to guide us.  And 

that is enough.  Amen.  

 

Archdeacon Deborah + 

 


