
 

 
My Sermon from Sunday December 6, 2020 ‘Advent 2:  PEACE’  ~  “An Advent Message 

                                                                                                           of Peace” 
 

I speak to you in the name of our God of Peace, 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

“Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people.”  (Psalm 85: 8) 

 

The psalmist writes that God will speak peace to us.  What a beautiful message for this time of 

Advent. 

 

The prophet Isaiah gives a messianic message that prophecies the coming of Christ.  This is a message 

of comfort for God’s people. 

 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall 

be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low.”  (Isaiah 40: 3-4) 

 

Isaiah reminds us that God is eternal and 

that God “will feed his flock like a 

shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 

arms.”  (Isaiah 40: 11) 

 

This is beautiful ‘Good Shepherd’ imagery. 

 

Hundreds of years later, Mark the evangelist 

quotes from Isaiah when Mark begins his 

gospel, which is now the second gospel in 

the New Testament following Matthew: 

 

 

“See, I am sending my 

messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness.  Prepare 

the way of the Lord, make 

his ways straight.” 

 

Who are the messengers in 

your life?  Where do they 

point?  As a priest, I am a 

messenger for God and I 

hope and I pray that I can 

walk with you and point 

you towards the peace of God.  Not towards me, as I am just the messenger, but towards God. 

 

Today is the 2nd Sunday of Advent and our focus is on PEACE.  Please light your second Advent 

candle today and ask God for the gift of peace. 

 

On the First Sunday of Advent I spoke about HOPE and how biblical HOPE is very different from the 

 



 

world’s HOPE.  Biblical HOPE is an expectation that God will fulfill his promises and that you and I 

will receive our salvation. 

 

Today, on the 2
nd

 Sunday of Advent, we reflect upon PEACE.  And biblical PEACE is very different 

from world PEACE which means no war or conflict and tranquility.  Biblical PEACE is the peace of 

‘Shalom’.  It is the peace of God that makes us whole, that makes us complete.  God is the source of 

our peace and it unites us with God. 

 

Offering someone peace is an important Christian gift and it is how Paul begins ALL of his letters that 

are preserved for us in the canon of the New Testament. 

 

“Grace to you and peace,” and this follow-up phrase is frequently added:  “Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

This salutation is in Romans, First Corinthians, Second Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 

and Colossians, First Thessalonians, Second Thessalonians, First Timothy, Second Timothy, Titus, and 

Philemon:  EVERY SINGLE LETTER OF THE APOSTLE PAUL PROVIDES THIS ‘SALUTATION,’ THIS 

GREETING OF GRACE AND PEACE. 

 

In our worship service, we ‘pass the peace’ and we do it even today in a digital format.  We can 

share the peace of Christ without touching but with genuine intent.  It is an ancient Christian tradition 

in the manner which the early Christians greeted each other.   

 

At the Last Supper Jesus said “Peace, I leave with 

you, my peace I give to you.”   (John 14: 27).  

When the risen Christ appeared to his disciples in the 

upper room the first thing he said to them was this: 

 

“Peace be with you.” 

 

Before, we receive the eucharist, we must be 

reconciled to God and to each other.  We go to the altar of God with a clean heart. 

 

In our worship services, we had lost the tradition of sharing the peace for a very long time, in fact for 

centuries.  In the Anglican service of Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer, the priest 

says “The peace of the Lord be always with you” and the congregation responds “And with thy 

spirit.”  But that is all.  And then the service would continue with the ‘Prayer of Humble Access’ (“We 

do not presume to come to this thy table O merciful Lord …..”) 

 

This spiritual tradition of actually sharing the peace has been recovered over the last 40 years and it 

has biblical relevancy, power, and value.  When we offer ourselves to another, whether through a 

handshake, a hug, a holy kiss (before COVID-19) and today through words, hand gestures, and eye 

contact, we are self-identifying as peacemakers.  As Jesus himself said in the Sermon on the Mount: 

 

“Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called children of God.”  Matthew 5: 9 

 

This past summer, I taught my 2 year old grandson William to say “Ta-ta” for ‘thank you’ (his family 

had been self-isolating for a month by this time out at their cottage).  These simple gestures of ‘thank 

you,’ ‘please,’ and ‘excuse me’ build a pattern of community and kindness.  The daily repetition over 

a childhood builds a pattern of graciousness. 

   

The same is true with the sharing of the peace and the intention to bring peace into our lives and  

 



 

into the lives of others.  You and I cannot bring about world peace but we can absolutely strive for 

peace.  As C.S. Lewis said, “Life with God is not immunity from difficulties but peace in difficulties.”   

                      

Bless the gentle signs of peace we see  ~ 

 

 In the kind eyes above the facemask of 

 a stranger . . . 
 

 In a softly falling flake of snow . . . 
 

 In a child snuggling under a favourite 

 soft ‘blankie’ . . . 
 

 In an indigenous woman sewing a pair of 

  moccasins . . . 
 

 In the life-giving words of support spoken 

 to another . . . 
 

 In a pet waiting patiently at a window 

 for us to come home . . . 
 

 In an essential caregiver who is sitting quietly beside the bedside of a sick friend . . . 
 

 In the words of Advent hymns softly sung at home . . . 

 

On this 2
nd

 Sunday of Advent, may the Lord bless you with PEACE.  I will close with a Celtic blessing  ~ 

 

Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.  

Deep peace of the running wave to you. 

Deep peace of the flowing air to you.                                                                                       

Deep peace of the shining stars to you.  

Deep peace of the gentle night to you. 

Deep peace of the Son of Mary to you. 

 Deep peace. 

Deep peace. 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 

 

 

 

 


