
 
 

My Sermon from last Sunday March 29, 2020 ‘Lent 5’  ~  “The 7th Sign” 
 

Speak Lord, your servants are listening.  Amen. 

 

Please turn in your Bible to John 11 and read 
the story of “The Raising of Lazarus” 

before reading this sermon.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

I’ll never forget how it felt.  

To be in Israel in the ancient 

town of Bethany, 2 miles 

from the old city of Jerusalem 

and standing outside a small 

rectangular opening with this 

sign above it:   “LAZARUS TOMB” 

 

I then walked inside the 

opening that was surrounded 

by old stones and descended 

over 20 uneven stone steps.  I 

needed to remember that in 

today’s world, Lazarus’ tomb 

would be many metres below 

ground level as 2,000 years of 

civilization had been built on 

top of this tomb.  I had 

always imagined it as a stone 

cave set on level ground and it 

probably was at the time. 

 

At the bottom of the curved steps, I 

saw a small opening off to my left. 

This was the opening to the tomb 

 

of Lazarus and after Lazarus died it was 

covered by a stone.  Jesus asked for the 

stone to be taken away.   

 

I bent down and went into the tomb 

and time stood still.  This was the place 

where Lazarus lay dead for 4 days.  The 

Bible is filled with graphic details and 

Martha, the sister of Lazarus cries out to 
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Jesus, “Lord, there is a stench.”  The King James Version of this passage is even more explicit:  

“Lord, he stinketh.”   When John wrote his gospel, he wanted to ensure that we knew that Lazarus 

was truly dead. 

 

Jesus loved his friend Lazarus.  Lazarus lived in the little town of Bethany with his two sisters Mary 

and Martha.  He had been very sick and he died.  Jesus was very upset that his friend had died and 

it made him cry in public. 

 

The stone has been moved.  Jesus must have been truly respected as not many people would have 

been willing to move the stone covering the opening of a person who was recently deceased. 

 

Then Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 

 

Lazarus returns to life and comes out of the tomb.  And then the story ends.  We don’t know 

anything more about Lazarus.  What happened to him?  What did he eat for dinner that night? 

How was he treated by his sisters?  By his neighbours?  Some ancient traditions say that Lazarus fled 

to Cyprus around 33 AD and died there.  People can even visit his final tomb, his final resting place 

on the island of Cyprus. 

 

We know the truth of this story from the gospel of John and also from the historical record.  

Bethany was renamed El-Eizariya, which means the “Place of Lazarus.”  It is still known by that 

name today.  El-Eizariya.  You don’t name a town after an event unless it actually happened there. 

 

The apostle John wrote the gospel of John and he framed his gospel in a very intentional way to 

point us toward the resurrection and the divinity of Christ.  John describes 7 Signs (7 Miracles) that 

Jesus did.  John acknowledges that Jesus did many more miracles and he mentions this fact at the 

very end of the gospel.  So why did John focus on the 7 signs? 

 

John begins his gospel by writing that Jesus was with God the Father since the beginning of 

creation.  And we know that the world was created in 7 allegorical days.  Seven is an important 

number in the Bible. 

 

John uses 7 Signs to point us towards Jesus and his 

resurrection.  The 7 signs are Jesus turning water into 

wine, the healing 

of a royal official’s 

son, the healing of 

a paralyzed man, 

the feeding of the 

5,000, Jesus 

walking on water, 

the healing of the 

blind man, and 

finally, the raising of Lazarus. 

 

The directions are very clear.  7 Signs.  7 Days of Creation.  

Let’s pay attention. 

 

In just 2 weeks, we will be celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus.  

That is the 8
th
 Day of Creation.  There is now a new creation, 

the second creation and you and I are part of it.  The early 

church fathers marked every Sunday as the 8
th
 day of creation.  

That is why baptismal fonts have 8 sides. 

 

St. Paul’s 112 year old Baptismal Font.  
Inscribed around it are Jesus’ words: 

“Suffer little children to come unto me.”  
‘Suffer’ is an archaic word for ‘allow.’ 



   

As believers, as disciples of Jesus, we share in this new creation. 

 

Here is what Paul wrote in 2
nd

 Corinthians 5:17 

 

“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  everything old has passed away.” 

 

The raising of Lazarus, this 7
th
 sign, points to Christ as in his own words he said, “I am the 

resurrection and the life.” 

 

We can trust in God who gave us Jesus.  Who desires to give us life, to breathe God’s breath into all 

that is dead and desolate in our hearts.  Who desires to bring the world into a new place of unity 

and reconciliation.  Who desires a world where we treat each other with kindness and compassion 

and not with greed through hoarding and selling toilet paper at inflated prices on Kijiji. 

 

I invite you to look around your home right now and if you have a cross on a table, on a wall or 

around your neck, I want you to look at it and think about the 7 signs that point you to the cross of 

our salvation  ~ 

 

 turning Water into Wine, 

 

 the Healing of a royal official’s son, 

 

 the Healing of a paralyzed man, 

 

 the Feeding of the 5,000, 

 

 Jesus Walking on Water, 

 

 Healing the blind man, 

 

 and finally the Raising of Lazarus. 

 

In the words of the psalmist, in the Lord there is hope and there is steadfast love.  

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 


