
 

 
My Sermon from Sunday October 25, 2020 ‘21st Sunday after Pentecost’  ~  “The ‘L’ Word” 

 

O Lord, uphold me that I may uplift you, and may the words of my mouth 

and the meditation of our hearts be always acceptable in your sight,                                                                                 

O Lord, our strength and our redeemer.  Amen. 

 

What is your favourite law?  Do you have one?  Unless you are a lawyer, do you even like the word?  

When I think about the word law, I think about things that direct my behavior to keep society safe 

and to keep me safe, to give us a rule of order.  Wearing seat belts, speed limits on highways, voting 

age, drinking age.  And now with COVID, the mandatory wearing of masks.   

 

Sometimes laws can make us smile as they seem unnecessary.   In Etobicoke it is illegal to fill your 

bathtub with more than 3.5 inches or 9 cm of water.  In Souris, PEI, the municipality forbids residents 

from making snowmen more than a metre tall.  In Toronto, it is illegal to have more than 2 garage 

sales a year.  (Maybe they are worried about traffic on the street?)  

 

The church is not exempt.  We also have many laws.  You must be baptized to receive communion 

but you don’t have to be confirmed as an Anglican.  Only ordained priests are allowed to celebrate 

the eucharist.  There are laws that govern the Diocese of Algoma.  Church laws have a special name  

~  they are called “canons.”  (One ‘N’ only.) 

 

Commandments, laws, regulations keep society ordered.  Starting with the 10 Commandments, the 

‘Law of Moses,’ the Jewish people developed a code of law, a series of commandments, that guide 

Jews on how to live a good life.  There are 613 Commandments and they were formalized hundreds 

of years before Jesus preached in the temple in Jerusalem. 

 

Some of these Jewish commandments are still relevant today.  For example, 

 

 # 11  To honour the old and the wise 
 

 #24  To recite grace after meals 
 

 #52 To give charity according to one’s means, and 
 

 #170 Not to do wrong in buying or selling 

 

Some of the commandments are confusing to us.  Here is one: 

 

 #367 Not to wear garments of wool and linen mixed together (?!) 

 

There are many commandments about eating ‘kosher and’ about sacrifices and burnt offerings in the 

temple. 

 

Our gospel from Matthew 22: 34-40 is about the LAW.  Matthew records a series of 3 questions that 

leaders in the temple ask Jesus during his last week of life.  These questions were carefully designed to 

trip him up.  The first question was about paying taxes (please refer to last week’s sermon), the 

second question was about the reality of the resurrection and the third question was about laws. 

 

Naturally this third question is asked by a lawyer.  The pharisees know that they have failed 

miserably in entrapping Jesus with their first 2 questions.  In fact, Jesus completely silences his 

opponents.  There is always another chance, though.  I can just imagine the plotting and the meetings 

that happened in order to develop this next question. 

 



And here it is: 

 

Which commandment in the law is the greatest? 

 

They must have been rubbing their hands in glee.  

They were looking for something controversial in 

order to trap Jesus.  Which of the 613 commandments 

would Jesus name?  Everyone knew that there were 

613 that came from the ‘Torah’ (the first 5 books of 

the Bible) and the ‘Law of Moses’ (the 10 

Commandments). 

 

Which commandment would Jesus select?  Jesus turns 

the tables once again and quotes from the Torah: 

 

Passage 1  ~   from the Book of Deuteronomy 6: 5 
  

“You shall love the Lord your God  

with all your heart, and with all your soul 

and with all your might.” 

 

Passage 2  ~  from the Book of Leviticus 19: 18    
 

“You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.” 

 

He puts these two passages together and 

moves from the ‘L’ word of ‘LAW’ to the L 

word of ‘LOVE.’ 

 

Jesus says that the greatest and first 

commandment is to love God and the second commandment is to love our neighbour.  “On these 

two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”  

 

All people should be considered our neighbours 

and treated with love.   

 

Jesus doesn’t separate the 2 L words.  It is not 

LAW versus LOVE, but LOVE is the LAW.  LOVE 

is the fulfilling of the LAW. 

 

In the book of James, we read this: 

 

“You do well if you really fulfill the royal law 

according to the scripture, ‘You shall love 

your neighbour as yourself.’”  (James 2: 8) 

 

On the last evening of his life, Jesus gave his 

followers a new commandment: 

 



 

“I give you a new commandment that you love one another, just as I have love you.”  (John 13: 34) 

 

Jesus called his disciples to a deeper, selfless, sacrificial and unconditional love for their neighbours.  

Jesus was about to show them a love that would die for them. 

 

The L word of LOVE is not talk.  It is action.  It is filling the ‘Blessing Box.’  It is opening our church to 

the weekly packing of the ‘Isthmus’ backpacks with food for hungry children.  It is our sacrificial 

tithing to do God’s work.  It is worshipping God and praying to God and thanking God.  It is action.  

It is commitment.  It is practice.  It is LOVE. 

 

Here is a true story  ~ 

 

An 8 year old boy had a younger sister who 

was dying of leukemia.  His parents 

explained to him that he was a good blood 

match for his sister and he needed to make 

a donation of his blood for her.  He said he 

would think about it. The next day, he 

went to his parents and told them that he 

was willing to donate his blood.  He was 

put on a stretcher beside his sister and both 

were hooked up to IVs.  A nurse took out 

some blood from the boy and then put it into the sister’s IV.  The boy lay in silence and then in a 

quiet voice asked this question:  “How soon until I start to die?” 

 

I am privileged to watch your sacrificial love in action.  I watch a granddaughter sit for hours every day 

with her grandmother who is dying.  I watch a sister bring food and clean clothing every day to a 

disabled brother.  I watch a wife taking care of her husband with Alzheimers.  I watch a parishioner 

couple go out of their way every week to drive a couple to church and to carefully take them home.  I 

watch how you care for each other in deeds and in actions.  I watch how you talk about God and 

about his presence in your life.  I watch how you put the Lord our God first and everything else fits into 

place.  I watch how you give your kidney to a close friend so she can live and go on to have children. 

 

The early church spoke about the apostle John, the beloved disciple 

of Jesus, who lived a long time and died in Ephesus.  Every week he 

would be carried into the worship area in the home church in 

Ephesus and say the same 6 words, week after week after week.  

There would be total silence and people never fidgeted or looked 

around.  They kept their eyes on John.  Here is what he said: 
 

“My little children, love one another.” 
 

“My little children, love one another.” 
 

“My little children, love one another.” 

 

Every week. 

 

In our life, which commandment in the law is the greatest? 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


