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In 2015, the Canadian 

government released its 

final report on the history 

and legacy of Canada’s 

residential school 

system.  From that report 

came 94 Calls to Action.   

 

The Anglican Church of 

Canada (ACC) and the 

Parish of St. Paul’s 

Anglican Church are 

committed to these Calls 

to Action which are 

relevant to our Faith 

Community in Thunder 

Bay.  It is a spiritual 

journey and we are 

called to enter into 

reconciliation with each 

other, Indigenous and 

settler peoples.  Jesus 

calls us to be unified 

and to be one  ~   
 

“May they be one, 

as we are one.” 
                                                                                  

                                                                                 John 17:11 

 

May we dream and be open to the possibilities of building a better world for all 

of us.  We are trying hard but we still have a lot to do.  In July 2019, the ACC 

Bishop Lydia Mamakwa dedicated our Sacred Circle in the west 
transept at St. Paul’s on September 30th 2019, “Orange Shirt Day.” 



created a self-determining Indigenous 

church and appointed Archbishop 

Mark MacDonald as the National 

Indigenous Archbishop.  

 

The church strongly supports Indigenous 

rights and is striving to live in the actions 

of truth and of love.  We are striving 

to follow this biblical imperative: 
 

“Let us love not in word or speech 

           but in truth and action.”  

                    (1 John 3:18) 

 

Several of the 94 Calls to Action relate specifically to the church.  In 2015, the 

Anglican Church of Canada supported the TRC’s Calls to Action.  The ACC has 

hired Melanie Delva as Reconciliation Animator to help with the implementation 

of the Calls to Action.  St. Paul’s is working to meet the 4 Calls to Action that 

pertain to the church.  A detailed overview of the actions taken to date will be 

published in September 2021. 

 

June is National Indigenous  History Month and we are honouring the 215 children 

whose remains were recently found on the site of the Kamloops Indian Residential 

School, all the children who did not make it home, and all residential school 

survivors.  We 

are thankful 

that September 

30 has now 

been named as 

the “National 

Day for Truth & 

Reconciliation” 

as well as 

“Orange Shirt Day.” 

 

 

 

Archbishop Mark MacDonald (centre, in purple) 
at his appointment at General Synod 2019. 

June 2021 Labyrinth 
Prayer Service in 

honour of the 
‘Kamloops 215’ and 

their families, and all 
the children who never 

made it home from 
residential schools. 



“National Indigenous Peoples Day” (June 21st of 

each year) is celebrated on the closest Sunday to 

June 21.  At St. Paul’s, we honour this day with 

prayers in Cree and with active participation in 

the service with our Indigenous brothers and 

sisters.  An Indigenous Day Service of Prayer will 

be held on Sunday, June 20 at 10 am (YouTube / 

St. Paul’s Media).  The service will be available for 

viewing during the live-stream and afterwards.   

 

We begin every Sunday morning service with a 

slide that states that “We are worshipping on 

Robinson-Superior Treaty (1850) Territory, the 

traditional territory of the Anishnaabeg.”  The 

slide includes the logo for the Anglican Council 

of Indigenous Peoples (ACIP).  In words from 

the ACIP, here is the meaning of the logo:  

 

The fish at the centre of the logo is formed by the overlap of 

two circles — or two traditions — coming together, the 

Aboriginal tradition and the European tradition. 
 

The point where they come together is where Christ is to be 

found, represented by both the cross and the fish (which also 

contains the form of the Greek letters, Alpha and Omega). 
 

The cross is surrounded by the four colours of the four peoples 

of the world.  Our vision is of all races coming together. 
 

The fish and the cross also contain within them the initials of 

the Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples. 
 

The eagle has always been a strong image for Aboriginal 

peoples.  The eagle feather attached to the cross comes from 

Isaiah 40:31 — “But those who wait for the Lord shall renew 

their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles.”  If 

people can come together, they will fly. 
 

The green in the logo represents our Mother Earth, and 

the blue the waters of the oceans that surround the continents. 
 

Blue is also the colour of hope for Aboriginal people.  When we are watching 

for good weather to come, we look for the first signs of blue in the sky. 
 

Green is also the symbol of new growth. 
 

Red is the colour of the Aboriginal peoples. 

Orange Shirt on the steps of St. Paul’s. 



Words from the National Indigenous Archbishop Mark MacDonald   ~ 

 

(Posted on his Facebook page, June 1, 2021) 

 

“The Western institutions, including the churches, always tried to convince 

Indigenous peoples that they the West owned the truth, that it was their 

own unique possession and that only by becoming exactly like them could 

Indigenous People be saved.  Now, we may say it clearly and for all time: 

this lie is dead, even for the institutions that believed and proclaimed it.  

Today, we seek healing and truth, Indigenous and non-Indigenous from 

God, who offers Forgiveness, Justice, and Truth in the Gospel, saying that 

it was for this, exactly for this, that Jesus was anointed.”  

 

At St. Paul’s, we are 

committed to walking 

together and working in 

unity.  We have much to do. 

 

“Let us not grow weary in 

doing what is right.” 
 

(Galatians 6:9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan 
Lay Reader  

Jessie McKay 
holds her 

Covenanting  
Certificate. 

 
 
 
 

Church Sign. 
 
 
 
 

St.  Paul’s flag 
is lowered to 
half-mast by 
Jouni Kraft. 


