
 
 

My ‘Grace Notes' from October 24, 2019, following the passing of The Rev. Charlene Scriver  ~ 
 

“Faith In Action” 

 
Rest In Peace Reverend Charlene  ~ 

 Beloved Priest and Friend . . . 
 

Faith in Action.  Here is Charlene, wearing our 

Deanery T-shirt, at the annual ‘Deanery BBQ’ 

at Shelter House, put on by all the Thunder 

Bay – North Shore Anglicans every year. 

 

It has been a painful and sad week.  When 

someone we love dies, we are taken aback 

and filled with sorrow.  Rev. Charlene was a 

gift to me personally and a gift to many of you 

who are reading the Ambassador.  She was 

always smiling and always ready to lend a 

helping hand.  When I arrived at St. Paul’s in 

2005, Charlene was a parishioner.  She then 

became a Lay Reader and acted upon her call 

to the priesthood.  Charlene walked the talk.  

She sold her condo, put her furniture into 

storage, and then went to seminary at Trinity 

College (University of Toronto) for 3 full 

years, where she excelled and was loved by 

all.  She graduated with an M.Div., came back 

home, and became the Rector of West 

Thunder Bay (St. Mark’s and St. James).  Last 

year, Charlene moved to St. Michael and All 

Angels as their new Rector.   

 

Here is the sermon that I preached just a year ago at her Celebration of New Ministry service at 

St. Michael’s. 

 

……………………………. 

 

Sunday, October 14, 2018, Pentecost 21:  The Celebration of New Ministry with The Reverend 
Charlene Scriver and St. Michael and All Angels  ~  “Integrity and Humility” 

 

O Lord, take our minds and think with them.  Take our ears and hear with them. 

Take our lips and speak with them.  Take our hands and touch with them. 

Take our hearts and set them on fire.  In the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

I am happy to be here at St. Michael’s and celebrate this new ministry between Rev. Charlene and 

St. Michael’s.  I bring you greetings and blessings from Archbishop Anne, the new Metropolitan for 

the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario and the Archbishop of Algoma. The entire province, consisting 

of 7 dioceses, is blessed to have Archbishop Anne as the head. 

 

St. Michael’s has always felt like home.  Our youngest son Thomas was baptized here by Archdeacon 

Conliffe, and Deborah de Bakker and I were the Sunday School Co-ordinators in the mid to late 80’s.  



I am thankful that you are returning to a full-time priest and my prayer, on behalf of Archbishop 

Anne, Archdeacon Harry and the synod office, is that you will soon be offering your new incumbent 

a full-time stipend.  I feel strongly that with Rev. Charlene as your new Rector and with the charisma 

of the good people at St. Michael’s you will grow in vitality and in strength and in discipleship, with a 

new and a deeper commitment to our Lord and Saviour Jesus.  Discipleship first and foremost. 

 

Last Sunday morning a mother went in to wake up her son for him to ready himself for the 8:30 

am service at church, and she was shocked when her son replied, “I’m not going.”  “Why not?” the 

mother asked. “I'll give you two good reasons,” he said. “One, they don't like me, and two, I don't 

like them.”. . .  His mother replied, "I'll give you two good reasons why you SHOULD go to 

church:  One, you're 59 years old, and two, you're the rector!" 

 

There is truth and there is pain in this story.  Your relationship with your incumbent is about 

reaching out to her with love, with understanding, and with forgiveness.  There will be times when 

you won’t understand her and she won’t understand you.  I ask you to be kind to her, to give her 

the benefit of the doubt, to think the best of her, and to forgive her.  I know in my heart that Rev. 

Charlene will do the same for you.  Live the gospel as a disciple. 

 

I have known Rev. Charlene for many years, before she became a Lay Reader, before she pursued 

her call to ordained ministry, and before she went to seminary at Trinity College at the University 

of Toronto.  I have always been touched by her many gifts for parish ministry.  I love her deep 

faith, and her sense of fun.  This is a priest who doesn’t take herself too seriously! 

 

Our Old Testament scripture for today is from the book of Job, a very long book in the Bible.  All 

of our October Old Testament readings are from Job.  This book has much to teach us. 

   

The book of Job is an extended debate on why suffering happens, and the book includes themes of 

integrity, humility, self-control and discipline.  We all know about the patience of Job.  In fact that 

saying is still popular today, thousands of years later.  We all know about the suffering of Job.  

What we often forgot about is the integrity of Job. 

 

Job faced every possible calamity and misfortune.  First, he lost all of his oxen and donkeys to an 

invading tribe.  Then, all of his servants were murdered.  Then, all his sons and daughters were 

killed when a windstorm collapsed the house where everyone was feasting.  Finally, Satan afflicted 

Job with “loathsome” sores “from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head.”  Job had been 

brought very low and he took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it while he sat 

among the ashes. 

   

Job has hit rock bottom.  He had owned 7,000 sheep and 3,000 camels, 500 oxen, 500 donkeys, 

and many servants.  He had lost all 7 of his sons and daughters.  If any man could be pardoned for 

turning away from God, and forgetting his principles it would be Job.  Even his wife chastised him for 

maintaining his integrity and not cursing God.  His wife said, “Do you still persist in your integrity?”  

Job answered her, “You speak foolishness.  Should we not accept the good along with the bad from 

God?”  Throughout all of his suffering, Job maintains his integrity.  At one point, Job cries out, “as 

long as my breath is within me . . . I will not put away my integrity from me.” (Job 27). 

 

Rev. Charlene has undergone many trials, not as devastating as Job’s, but still serious.  Her Church 

Army husband Ernie died suddenly in 1993 and she was left to raise her 3 teen-age sons, Jason, 

Stephen, and Phil.  She walked in faith and sold everything so she could attend 3 years of seminary 

in Toronto and receive her M. Div. (Masters of Divinity) degree. 

 

Like Job, I have watched Charlene maintain her integrity at all times and in all places.  This is an 



incumbent you will be able to follow joyfully, and I encourage you to model her. 

 

Job had another quality that I also see in Charlene.  He was strong enough to admit his 

imperfections.  In a conversation with God, Job says that “I am of small account, what shall I 

answer you? . . .  I lay my hand on my mouth.”  (Job 40:3).  Job is acknowledging that he is 

unworthy, and that he can’t even reply to God so he covers his mouth with his hand.  Job has 

humility and he “repents in dust and ashes.” (Job 42: 6). 

 

I have heard Charlene make these comments and this is through her strength.  “I am sorry.  I was 

wrong.  I apologize.” 

 

With Charlene as your incumbent, you will journey together to the cross of Christ where you will find 

your salvation.  In the words of the Letter to the Hebrews (Hebrews 4: 16), you will “approach the 

throne of grace with boldness so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

 

Truly, I am excited for the future of St. Michael’s.  Like Job and like Charlene, I encourage you to 

walk with integrity and with humility.  Each and every day.  No matter what the circumstances are 

or the number of calamities you are facing.  Forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

……………………………. 

 

Rev. Charlene was embraced by both faith communities that she served, and her passing has hit the 

parishioners, that she loved and nurtured, very hard.   

 

We must all carry on Charlene’s legacy of faith in action, compassion, and kindness. 

 

I am reminded of the famous quote from one of my favourite movies, Shawshank Redemption. 

 Andy Dufresne says to his pal Red: 

 

Get busy living or get busy dying. 

 

This is how Charlene lived.  Her deep and abiding faith was turned into action every day  ~ 

“Be doers of the word and not merely hearers.”  (James 1: 22).  None of us know how much time 

we have left on our earthly pilgrimage.  Use her legacy to forgive, to reconcile, to put your plans 

into action.  Embrace life and look for signs of God’s presence and JOY every day.  Charlene got 

busy living.  Charlene walked the talk. 

 

We commend to the hands of our merciful Saviour, God’s beloved child.  With our Saviour’s 

eternal promise of salvation, we know that our sister Charlene has been received “into the arms of 

God’s mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints 

in light.”  (BAS p. 595) 

 

We are coming up to All Saints (November 1), and I will certainly be including Charlene among the 

saints in light.  Her funeral will be at St. Michael’s on Monday morning, October 28 at 11:00 am 

with Archbishop Anne Germond presiding and celebrating Holy Communion. 

 

May the Lord comfort and bless all who are grieving for Charlene and other loved ones, whom the 

Lord has taken home. 

 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 

 


