
 

 
My Sermon from Sunday November 15, 2020 ‘Pentecost 24’  ~  “Risk For God” 

 

O Lord, take our minds and think with them,                                                                                                                                                        

Take our lips and speak with them, take our ears and hear with them,                                                                                                                                                                         

Take our hearts and set them on fire, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

Hello to everyone watching this sermon at ‘All Saints,’ in Orpington.  I am thankful for the gift of 

modern technology which is allowing us to connect with each other even though we are in the 

middle of a pandemic.  In my sermon prayer I used to add this petition “take our hands and touch 

with them” but, for the time being, physical contact is just not possible. 

 

I have not been to Kent or to England for 43 years, not since my honeymoon.  We visited Canterbury 

Cathedral and spent time with my aunt and uncle who lived in Burley, Hampshire.  When I was an 

undergraduate at Trinity College at the University of Toronto, my parents were living in East Farleigh 

which is only 27 miles from Orpington on the M20.  I looked this up.  Thank you Google! 

 

There is a connection between St. Paul’s in Thunder Bay and All Saints in Orpington.  Our Chief 

Librarian for the City of Thunder Bay, John Pateman, discovered that one of the men named Victor 

Lilia who died at the WWI Ontario Military Hospital and is buried in the ‘Canadian Corner’ All Saints 

Cemetery was from Thunder Bay, known as Fort William and Port Arthur in those days.  John 

developed the parish-to-parish connection and in 2017, Vicar Brian McHenry and his wife Liz came to 

Thunder Bay and to St. Paul’s.  Then in the summer of 2019, Tim Birse came to St. Paul’s with “The 

Orpington Scorpions,” a delightful group of Scouts.  

  

On behalf of Archbishop Anne Germond, I send 

greetings and blessings to Vicar George and to all of 

you at All Saints!  I love the term “Vicar” and wished 

it was used in Canada.  Here I am now called 

“Archdeacon” and sometimes “Pastor,” and before 

that “Reverend.”  There is only one parishioner who 

is British who calls me “Vicar.” 

 

In reading over Vicar George’s profile on your parish 

website, I find his background and many gifts 

inspirational.  He is truly living our parable for today 

from Matthew’s Gospel  ~  The Parable Of The Talents.   

 

Jesus tells the parable of a man who entrusts his wealth 

to 3 of his servants.  The first one receives 5 talents, the 

second man is given 2 talents and the third man is given 

1.  The first two work with the money they are given 

and make 100% more.  The third slave buries the 1 

talent and hides his master’s money.   

 

This parable is been a favourite subject for painters 

over many centuries.  Here are two of them, of 

which one is an icon. 

 

The focus of this painting is the man in the 

foreground who buried the money entrusted to him. 



 

In this icon, you will see that the 

master represents Christ.  The other 

man is the servant who is showing 

Christ how he doubled the money 

given to him. 

 

The master returns to find out how 

the men did.  He affirms the first two 

men and says this, “Well done, good 

and trustworthy slave . . .  I will put 

you in charge of many things; enter 

into the joy of your master.” 

   

The last man begins his conversation with his master 

by blaming the master as to why the 1 talent was 

buried.  He accuses his master of being “harsh.”  He 

states that he is afraid of the master, and that is why 

he buried the money and did not do anything with 

it.  He was not willing to risk the money and defends 

himself by saying that at least he did not lose the 1 

talent.  The master is furious and takes away the 1 

 

talent from him.  

He calls the man 

“worthless” and has 

him thrown into 

“outer darkness 

where there will be 

weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.”  

(Matthew 25: 30)  

Strong judgement 

for this third 

servant. 

 

Fear is something 

we all understand 

and fear can have a 

strong impact on 

our behaviour.  Sometimes this is a good thing, as the impact of fear can keep us safe and well.  In 

Thunder Bay, it is now mandatory to wear a face mask.  I have a COVID test every 2 weeks so I can 

safely visit parishioners in long-term care homes.   

 

However, in the mind of God, fear as a reason not to serve the Lord is just not acceptable.  We are 

called to bring glory to God and this reality is not negotiable.  Think about some of the great 

prophets:  Moses was afraid that he could not lead because he was not eloquent.  Isaiah was afraid 



 

because he was sinful.  Jeremiah was scared to speak for 

God because Jeremiah felt that he was just too young.  

Paul carried on in spite of his ‘thorn in the flesh’ and his 

narrow escapes from persecution.  Moses, Isaiah, 

Jeremiah, and Paul acknowledged their fears and then 

decided to risk and to act.   

 

The gift of life entails responsibilities.  The many gifts 

you and I have been given by God are not designed to 

keep us safe but to risk and to take responsibility.  A 

book of Disciplines for 2020  from the Upper Room 

mentions the time-old adage of ‘Better safe than sorry.’  

This practice does not build the kingdom of God and 

does not bring heaven here on earth.   

 

How do you feel about risk?  There is most certainly 

risk when we decide to use our talents  ~  our skills, 

our abilities, our money, our gifts  ~  to bring glory to 

God.  I have one parishioner who is in his 70’s.  This 

godly man has poor health and very little money and 

yet he tithes 10% of his take-home income to the 

church each and every month.  Two of our Lay Readers 

have breathing issues and yet they participate in 

worship and are respected leaders in the church.  One 

of our churchwardens is from Sierra Leone and uses his 

past experiences of violence and injustice to walk in 

love.  We have an indigenous board member who uses her gifts of wisdom and truth to fight 

systemic racism and to bring glory to God. 

 

Look at the godly risks that were taken by Mary, Joseph, 

and Zechariah. 

 

You at All Saints will have many examples of many 

people, including many of you, who are using your 

talents, who are asking God to bless your gifts.  You are 

taking on the risk.  Tim risked rejection when he invited 

us to consider this pulpit exchange.   

 

You will notice that Jesus says that the man gives his 

money to the three servants in varying amounts 

according to their abilities.  Yes, God has blessed each of us in unique ways.  No matter how young 

you are or how old, no matter whether you are a brother, a sister, an aunt, an uncle, a friend, a 

parent or a grandparent or even a great-grandparent, God desires you and me not to bury our 

talents but use them fully.  To bring glory to God.  To shine the light of Christ from All Saints in 

England and St. Paul’s in Canada through to the community and out into the world. 

 

The truth is that sometimes we will try and sometimes we will fail.  My father wishes that there was a 

fourth servant in the story  ~  a fourth one who was given talents and tried to bear fruit with them 

and then completely lost all the talents, in spite of his good intentions.  What would Jesus say to this 

man?  I believe that Jesus would say, “Well done, you good and faithful servant.  You have tried to 

the best of your ability.  Enter into the joy of your master.” 

 



Harsh judgement is given to the man who buried his talents.  Jesus calls him LAZY and WORTHLESS.  

I believe that at our judgements at the end of our life, God will ask us how we used our gifts from 

God to be Christ’s ambassadors here on earth.  I will speak about all the times I tried and failed.  

How I started a regular service in the church where people could worship with their pets, as many 

people are completely devoted to their pets not just on St. Francis’ Day of October 4 but every 

week.  It didn’t work.  We still have our annual ‘Blessing of the Animals’ service.  How I began a 

Saturday afternoon eucharist at 5 pm designed for families with young children who are not able to 

worship on Sunday mornings.  My vision didn’t work.  We still have the service and I enjoy the 

service but the worshippers are mainly seniors and not the young families that I envisaged.  And I 

could go on . . .  It is not about failing, but about trying.   

 

The gospel of salvation which we receive from inviting Jesus into our hearts is a compelling message 

to share.  That is our purpose here on earth and the purpose for which we were made.  I believe that 

God has a plan for you and you are “wonderfully made”  (from Psalm 139).  I believe that God has a 

plan for our growing partnership between All Saints and St. Paul’s which is unfolding as it should.   

 

The Parable of The Talents encourages us to use our gifts and not to bury them, knowing that the 

greatest joy that we have comes from walking with God and being Christ’s mind, voice, ear and 

heart here on earth. 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


