
 

 Dear Ambassadors, 
 
 Here are 2 knock-knock jokes that I 
 used with the children at the 11 am 
Children’s Service: 
 
“Knock Knock.”     Who’s there? 
“Luke.”                 Luke who? 
“Luke behind you and you will see 
 who is there!!” 
 
“Knock Knock.”     Who’s there?          
“Little old lady.”     Little old lady who? 
“I didn’t know you could yodel!!” 
 

 

 

My Sermon from last Sunday May 31, 2020 ‘The Day of Pentecost’  ~ 
 

  “The Miracle Of The Ear” 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of your love.  Amen. 

 

Today is the Day of Pentecost, a great Christian feast, and I wish to begin by asking you some 

questions.   For those of you who are reading this sermon, please try to answer each question before 

going to the next line  ~ 

 

 What Christian season are we still in?                                                                                                                          

 Easter.  This Day marks the end of the Christian season. 

 

 How long is the Easter season?                                                                                                                                

  50.  The Day of Pentecost is 50 days after Easter Sunday. 

 

 Which Jewish festival is celebrated on Pentecost?                                                                                                                                                 

This question is harder to answer.  It is an agricultural festival called the “Festival of Weeks,” 

“Shavuot,” and it is celebrated 50 days after Passover. 

 

 What happened on Pentecost?                                                                                                                                                                         

  The Holy Spirit came upon the believers who were gathered together in Jerusalem. 

 

Thank you for your answers. 

 

Here’s the essence of the events leading 

up to Pentecost:  A small group of Jews 

followed a teacher named Jesus.  He 

had been killed like a common criminal.  

It is believed that he rose from the dead 

and that he came back in the flesh to 

speak with, eat with and walk with his 

followers.  A few days before, the 

resurrected Jesus had ascended and left 

this small group of believers powerless.  

In spite of all the stories, the memories, 

and the miracles, this would have been 

the end of the movement of salvation. 

 

Something happened though, 10 days after the Ascension and 50 days after the Resurrection.  The 

Holy Spirt descends upon the believers and they are powered up for ministry.  The world would 

never be the same again.  They become witnesses of the resurrection and reach out to spread the 

gospel to the ends of the known world.   



 

What happens when the Spirit descends?  First, there is sound and the believers hear the sound of a 

“violent wind.”  (Acts 2:2).  Then they feel heat and it is described as FIRE!  Sound first and heat 

second.  The believers are filled with the Holy Spirit and they are given the power to speak in 

difference languages about “God’s deeds of power.” (Acts 2: 11).   

 

It is 9:00 am.  The believers go out into the streets of Jerusalem and speak to the crowds of devout 

Jews who were gathered in the city for the Jewish festival of … remember the name … “Shavuot,” 

The Festival of Weeks. 

 

They speak in the language of the gathered people.  Peter gives a powerful sermon and by the end of 

the day, 3000 people were baptized. 

 

During the Day of Pentecost, we often focus on speaking and the miracle of the tongue to reach out 

and speak with others in difference languages.  An American New Testament scholar name Walter 

Wink, who recently died in this month of May 2020, asked a compelling question; 

 

“Was Pentecost a miracle of the tongue or a miracle of the ear?” 

 

Wink said that we must focus on both miracles if we are to understand Pentecost.  Listening is the 

first sign of the appearance of the Holy Spirit.  The believers heard the Spirit ~ “the SOUND like the 

rush of a violent wind.”   

 

The complete miracle of Pentecost is that Jews who were celebrating a Jewish festival listened with 

an open mind and truly heard the message of the believers.  We know that the Spirit has come upon 

us when we are open to the miracle of the ear. 

 

How do we know that we are powered by the Holy Spirit and not by our own egos, our own 

agendas, our own desires? 

 

We must be able to hear each other in LOVE.  I like to watch ‘Judge Judy’ on TV because I find it 

fascinating that the people who come as plaintiffs and defendants to this small claims court never 

seem to be able to hear the other person’s point of view.  That is up to Judge Judy.  And even after 

her ruling, they are unable to respect the other person’s position. 

 

Let’s practice, as this is harder than it sounds . . . 

 

I want you to think of a strong position you hold on a topic.  Here are some examples: 

 

 Medical assistance in dying 
 

 Abortion 
 

 Same sex marriage 
 

 Your political party 
 

 Your religion 

 

Pick one example.  Maybe you are strongly opposed to medical assistance in dying.  I want you to 

truly hear a person’s point of view who is strongly in favour of medical assistance in dying.  Begin 

with the assumption that they are just as smart as you, just as faithful as you, just as open as you, just 

as Christ-centred as you, just as faithful to scripture as you.  Unless you can do that, you will not be 

open to a real dialogue with that person.  If you believe that your viewpoint is RIGHT and they are 

WRONG, then there is no conversation and no hearing. 

 

Now I want you to truly hear their point of view.  Think of credible reasons why they are in favour 

of medical assistance in dying.  Let the Spirit open your heart and your mind.  Imagine the person 

standing in front of you and speaking. 

 

 



The thousands listening to the believers in Jerusalem had to be open to the message of Christ.   

 

A sign of the presence of the Holy Spirit in a person’s heart is the person’s ability to be open, to hearing 

with love another point of view.  Remember that you don’t have to change your point of view. 

 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu is known for this ability.  He brings kindness and compassion to all 

conversations with controversial issues.  He is in support of medical assistance in dying and abortion, 

and yet he can dialogue with love and respect with people who have different views from him.  This 

is a man who exudes the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Look’s look at another example of the movement of the Spirit.  Archbishop Anne recently released 

her statement on same sex marriage in the Diocese of Algoma.  She will permit it and she also permits 

clergy to say ‘no’ as their conscience dictates.  She hears and leads in the love of Jesus.  As you know, 

I have been on a journey over many decades, just like Archbishop Anne, and I too now support 

same sex marriage.  Yet I cannot imagine being in the room without my brothers and sisters in Christ 

who have different views from mine.   

 

Let’s say you are strongly in favour of same sex marriage.  Go for a moment into the heart of a 

person who is strongly opposed.  Again, begin with the pre-supposition that they are just as smart, 

Bible-centred, faith-filled, kind and loving as you are.  Imagine a respectful dialogue with this person 

where you are truly hearing that person.   

 

I am deeply grateful to all the Christians who have strong opinions on all sides of side sex marriage.  

I am grateful to those who are in favour and hung on with their church for years and yes, decades, 

while the church wrestled with a decision.  I am grateful to those who are opposed and have 

decided to stay with their church even though the church is allowing a decision that they are not 

able to accept.   

 

Congratulations to all of you!  You are God’s Pentecost people.  You are hearing.  You have the 

power of the Holy Spirit inside of you.  You are using this power to remain as the body of Christ. 

 

On this Day, the miracle of the ear is just as important and just as essential as the miracle of the tongue. 

 

We are called to be kept “in the unity of your Spirit.”  

(from the collect for the Day of Pentecost, BAS p. 345) 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

and kindle in us the fire of your love. 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 


