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~  Saturday December 19, 2020 
 

All Dolled Up 
 

Miss Amelia and Miss Julianna 
couldn’t wait to wear their 
cozy new slippers at the 
Baptism of their cousin and 
baby sister Sophia last 
Saturday.  The girls wore 
them for the entire service, 
after kindly posing for 
Archdeacon Deborah to take 
their picture.  The slippers 
are knit by Olga Deschamps 
as a gift of love to our 
baptismal families.   
 
We’ll have more photos of 
baby Sophia and her family, 
and the beautiful ‘Letter of 
Blessing’ written by her folks 
in our first edition of the 
New Year.  I just couldn’t 
wait until then to share these 
two adorable ‘Christmas 
Angels’ with our readers.   
 

  
“Ambassadors for Christ”  ~  [2 Corinthians 5: 20] 

 
 

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com   

“It is Christmas in the heart that puts Christmas in the air.”  
 

 
 

visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca and find us on facebook 

sssttt...   pppaaauuulll’’’sss   
aaannngggllliiicccaaannn   
ccchhhuuurrrccchhh  

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~   
 
Children’s Christmas Pageant  
There will be no 11:30am Children’s Service this 
Sunday December 20th so we can all enjoy the 
digital Christmas Pageant at our 10am service. 
 
Our parish children and their families have 
worked very hard to video their parts at home 
and send them to Laurie to put together.  I love 
to watch the children tell the Christmas Story 
from the gospel of Luke every year.  I will be 
showing the video to our 8:30am folks as well.  
Thank you, children. 

 
Fr. Gordon’s Great Idea!  
On Christmas Eve, every one of the 197 staff at Thunder Bay Regional will 
be given a coupon for a free cup of coffee.   
 
Here is what I have asked to be printed on the coupon:  

“Thanks and blessings from St. Paul’s Anglican Church” 
 
Thank you Fr. Gordon for this idea to tell our health care providers at the 
hospital how much we appreciate all their hard work.  Fr. Gordon told me 
he woke up on Tuesday morning with this idea on his heart.  The cost of the 
free coffees will come out of my budgeted ‘Rector’s Discretionary Fund.’ 
 
May God bless all our health care providers in the hospital, the community, 
and long-term care homes. 

 

St. Paul’s Christmas Card Video  
If you received a parish Christmas card, and you have a smart phone or tablet, here is how to open 
the attached video message:  

 download the free app ‘Live Portrait’ on your smart phone or tablet 
 hold your phone or tablet over the front of the Christmas card and push the app button 
 something amazing will then happen  ~  your video will open! 

 
Thank you to Laurie Sandham, Sean Kim, and Daniel Klein for your work on the video message. 
 

My COVID-19 Test  
Here is a photo of me taken at the Regional during my last COVID-19 
test on Thursday, December 17.  The tests are easy to book.  I do this 
online on the same day I desire to have the test.  Lots of time slots are 
available.  I am able to go into some long-term care homes in the city to 
visit our parishioners.  My negative test results make me feel safe 
around you, and that I am not transmitting the virus.  I also schedule 
pastoral visits to give home communions.  I never take off my mask and 
sit at least 2 metres away.  Please let me know if you or someone you 
know would like a visit:  call or text me on my cell, 624-7161.   
 

The Christmas Scarf  ~  A True Story  
I told this story during the Hospice Northwest ‘Hearts & Hope’ Service that was livestreamed at St. 
Paul’s on December 10, 2020.  You may still watch it through YouTube / St. Paul’s Media.  Several 
people have asked me to write down the story and here it is: 
 
My mother died suddenly of a massive stroke over 13 years ago.  I never got a chance to say good-bye 
to her and that has always made me sad.  My mother loved silk scarves and she started to buy them 
after we moved to Paris, France when I was a teen-ager.  My Dad was transferred to France for his 



 
work with Kimberly-Clark.  From then on, my 
mother always wore French-designed silk scarves.  
She took very good care of them and they 
accompanied her on all my parents’ subsequent 
moves (England, Terrace Bay, Kapuskasing, Alabama 
and retirement in Thunder Bay!).   
 
When my mother passed away in 2013, I could not 
find any of her silk scarves.  I kept looking, hoping 
they would turn up but 13 years later, still no 
scarves and so I eventually gave up my search.  In 
September, I decided that I needed to begin a new 
collection of French silk scarves in honour of my 
mother.  I started to save $50 per month towards my 
‘silk scarf fund.’   
 
Many of my mother’s treasures (war-time letters to 
and from my Dad, photos, diaries) are kept in a 
trunk in my basement family room.  I have looked in 
there regularly over the last 13 years.  At the 
beginning of December, my Dad was over joining us 
for our weekly Sunday night dinner.  He asked if I could open the trunk as he wished to get his diary 
to take to his home.  I opened the lid and he took out his diary which was at the top of the trunk in 
the tray.  I looked over to my right and I couldn’t believe it!  There was a tidy pile of 3 French 
designer silk scarves . . .  I have looked in this trunk several times and I have no recollection of ever 
seeing any scarves.  I carefully lifted out the scarves and unfolded and touched each one. 
 
I have started to wear one of the scarves by ‘Hermes.’  It is soft and heavy and luxurious.  This is the 
'best Christmas present my mother could ever have given me!  It feels as if she has come back to me 
to say good-bye.  We are often touched by God’s angels and my heart is filled with gratitude. 
 
P.S.:  I spent my ‘silk scarf fund’ on Christmas gifts!! 
 

In-Person Worship  
Here’s a note I received from the Rev. Nancy Ringham after she attended St. Paul’s last week: 
 

“I so appreciated being at St. Paul’s on Sunday.  I was fed by the liturgy, the music and the 
 Spirit among you. 
 
 Thank you.  God bless you as you all work so hard to keep people safe.  
 
 I felt completely safe and welcome!  
 
 Love in Christ,  
 The Rev. Nancy Ringham” 

 
It is good to know people feel safe worshipping at St. Paul’s.  Thank you to our meticulous cleaner JJ 
and to all the volunteers for making the extra effort to keep our church building sanitized. 

 

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR TOP PRIORITY  
We are diligent in following all local and provincial health and safety 
protocols.  All services are masked, we have 1 entrance and everyone is 
screened upon entry; all seating is socially distanced.  Surfaces are 
sanitized between services.  We no longer offer in-person Healing Prayer 
to remain ‘touchless.’  I have regular COVID tests; I am the only person 
handling the host and giving communion; I take communion last of all, 
and I do not remove my mask to preach.   

 
Open & Shut  
The Church Office will be closed from Christmas Eve until Monday, January 4.  Our last service 
before Christmas is 9:30am Wed Dec 23.  The Saturday 5pm Service returns Sat January 9, 2021.   



Christmas Eve Services    Thursday, December 24 
 
    5 pm   ~  In-person and Live Streamed 
                     Celebrant:  Archdeacon Deborah Kraft 
 
    7 pm   ~  In-person and Live Streamed 
                     Celebrant:  Archdeacon Deborah Kraft 
 
    11 pm  ~  In-person 
                     Celebrant:  The Reverend Gordon Holroyd 
 

Christmas Day Service    Friday, December 25 
 
    10 am  ~  In-person 
                     Celebrant:  Archdeacon Deborah Kraft 
 

Sunday, December 27  ~  ‘First Sunday after Christmas’ 
 
      8:30 am  ~  In-person 

        Celebrant:  The Reverend Gordon Holroyd 
 

    10:00 am  ~  In-person 
        Celebrant:  The Reverend Gordon Holroyd 

 
Sunday, January 3   
      8:30 am  ~  In-person 

        Celebrant:  The Reverend Gordon Holroyd 
 

    10:00 am  ~  In-person 
        Celebrant:  The Reverend Gordon Holroyd 

 

Healing Prayer NOW AVAILABLE VIA OUR ‘PARISH PRAYER CHAIN’  
Although healing prayer is no longer offered at in-person services, you 
are welcome to make a confidential Prayer Request through our 
Prayer Chain ministry.  The dedicated parishioners who are part of this 
confidential ministry offer up the names they receive in prayer 
continually throughout their day.  Call/Text LayReader Sandra Rejall at 
629-3431 to leave a name; you may give as little or as much 

information as you wish.  “Are any among you sick?  They should call for the elders of the church 
and have them pray over them.”  (James 5: 14) 

 

Who Can We Pray For?  
I value your prayer requests.  If you are not coming to church, 
please email me directly (stpauls.rector@shaw.ca) or text me 
(807-624-7161) by early Friday afternoon with your prayer 
requests. Thank you! 
 
If you are coming to church, when you arrive you will be asked for 
any names to add to our intercessory ‘Prayers of the People.’ 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
 
2.    “Christmas Is NOT CANCELLED!”  ~   Join us for                            IN-PERSON EVENTS 
 
‘SILENT AUCTION’ of our EXTRA CHURCH PEWS 
 
Hey Ambassadors, we have 12 Pews FOR SALE.  This is your chance to own a piece of history!   
 
The extra pews that have been stored in the basement, towers and Choir Loft are up for sale!  They 
were removed from our East and West Transepts when we installed our Chapel and Sacred Circle.   
We are selling these pews through an in-person Silent Auction.  Each one is numbered and has its  

 All Christmas Services:  
    masked, sanitized, social distanced  
    maximum 50 people  
    no pre-registration 

 
Archdeacon Deborah will be 

presiding at the worship services 
of St. Mark’s in Rosslyn and 

St. James in Murillo) 

 

 

watch live or anytime on 

St. Paul’s Media 

mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca


 
own Bid Sheet; minimum price is determined by the size and condition of each individual pew. 
 
Please visit the church to view and bid on the pews you are interested in.  Best time to view them is 
after the 10am Service each week.  Our Warden and COVID19 Protocol Co-Ordinator Solade Nicol 
will be on hand to ensure facemask, social distance, and sanitizing standards are adhered to for 
your safety while viewing and bidding. 
 
Pews are “as-is” and “where-is” and purchasers 
are responsible for pickup and delivery from the 
church hall.  The Silent Auction will run until the 
end of January.  Successful bidders will be notified 
and pickup arrangements made.  Any pews that 
have not met their reserve bid will then be 
advertised to the general public.   
 
If you have any questions, please call/text Solade 
at 621-2336. 
 
Good Luck!  ~  Christopher Willie, Property Co-Chair 
 

 

‘REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR’ for our BLESSING BOX PANTRY 
 
Make Christmas merrier for our neighbours in need by donating an 
item each day to our Blessing Box Pantry.  The “BB” is stocked 
twice a day from our pantry and supplies are always welcome! 
 
Bring your items each week when you come to worship; leave in the 
large blue bin in the Narthex (entrance way).  Or you can drop 
them off at the Church Office (call 622-4945 to be sure we’re 
here).  Or, if you can’t get out to donate, call the Church Office and 
we’ll arrange to have them picked up.  We need: 
 
  Non-Perishable Foods:  Pasta, Rice, Dried Soup Mix, Crackers, 
                                     Cereal, Granola & Protein Bars, Dried Fruit, 
            Tea/Coffee, Coffee Whitener, Hot Chocolate Mix 

                             Artificial Sweetener, Canned Goods, Juice Boxes 
 
  Personal Hygiene Items:  Deodorant, Bar Soap, Shampoo Bar, Bandaids, 

                                 Lip Balms, Toothbrushes, Combs/Hair Brushes, 
                                   Pads, Tampons, Panty Liners  

 
  Gently Used Clothing:  Scarves/Neck Tubes, Warm Hats/Toques, 

                          Mitts/Gloves, NEW ONLY Socks & Undies 
 

  Gift Cards:  in any amount to Wal-Mart or Grocery Stores gratefully accepted.  We’ll shop for you! 

 
 
3.    “Christmas Is NOT CANCELLED!”  ~                             Join is for VIRTUAL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES   
 

DIOCESE OF ALGOMA  
“SERVICE of HOPE” 
 
WATCH AT:  dioceseofalgoma.com 
 
Beautiful service of ‘Carols & Lessons’ with all 5 Deaneries in the 
Diocese of Algoma and the Diocese of Moosonee.  
 
BONUS:  See Archbishop Anne’s “Advent Message of Hope,” too! 
             Both are easy to find on the home page.  
 



RRROOOTTTAAARRRYYY   CCCAAARRROOOLLL   SSSIIINNNGGG      ~~~      DDDIIIGGGIIITTTAAALLL   CCCOOONNNCCCEEERRRTTT 
 
WATCH AT:  trinityunited.church/livestream 
 
Fort William & Port Arthur Rotary combine their traditional annual concerts.  
St. Paul’s Anglican Church and United Church singers and great local talent.  
Sing along to all your Christmas favourites in the safety of your home!   
 

 

Hospice Northwest Memorial 
 
WATCH AT:  YouTube / St. Paul’s Media 
 
Beautiful candlelight memorial service with 
drumming, dance, music & poetry.   

 

   

TTTHHHEEE   HHHIIISSSTTTOOORRRYYY   OOOFFF   ‘‘‘SSSAAANNNTTTAAA’’’ 
 

WATCH AT:  YouTube / St. Paul’s Media 
 

Delve into the fascinating history 
of the ‘Santa Clause’ from his 
birth in Turkey to his connection 
to the Norse god Thor and his 
‘job’ at CocaCola . . .  pretty cool! 
 
 

OUR ANNUAL READING OF 
‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’ 

GOES VIRTUAL! 
 

LIVESTREAM ONLY 
[no in-person attendance] 

 
THROUGHOUT DECEMBER:  
  Virtual FUNdraising event  
  See poster at right for 

       dates & details 
 
St. Paul's continues our tradition 
of reading this beloved Charles 
Dickens classic through a series of 
weekly YouTube videos! 
 
Readers Deborah deBakker, 
Daniel Klein, Bonnie Schiedel, 
Alicia Sandham, and Jouni Kraft 
each present one “Stave” of the 
story each Sunday of Advent, with 
the final Stave on Christmas Eve! 
 
Grab the popcorn and your favourite 
hot beverage and cozy up for this 
magical story on our “St. Paul's 
Media” YouTube channel.  Here’s a  



direct link you can click:  A Christmas Carol - YouTube 
 
And if you are overcome with the cheer and generosity of spirit that Scrooge himself experienced, 
please consider an on-line donation to our Blessing Box at stpaulsthunderbay@outlook.com. 

 
 
4.    My Sermon from last Sunday December 13, 2020 ‘Advent 3:  JOY’  ~  “The Gift of JOY!” 
 

I speak to you in the name of our God of JOY, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Today is the third Sunday of Advent and traditionally the colour for this Sunday is PINK.  Today I am 

privileged to wear a pink stole and a pink chasuble.  Although pink is my favourite colour, I am wearing 

pink to remind us of the JOY that comes from turning to God.   

 

This Sunday is known by the Latin name of 

“GAUDETE” (3 syllables, pronounced 

“gow-da-tay”) which means “Rejoice!”  

Rejoice means to be JOYFUL.  Our Bible 

readings this morning have a tone of 

celebration.  God’s spirit is upon the prophet 

Isaiah.  Pilgrims are travelling to Jerusalem 

singing aloud a ‘song of ascents’ that is a song 

of JOY, a song of rejoicing.  The word JOY is 

mentioned 3 times in this short psalm of only 

6 verses.  John the Baptist is letting the people 

know that the Lord is near: ‘Make straight the 

way of the Lord.’ 

 

“Joy” is a Christian gift that is different from 

“happiness.”  JOY comes from that spring of 

water in our hearts that flows to God JOY is the 

abundance of grace that comes from turning to 

Jesus.  Jesus gives us JOY even in the midst of 

our sufferings. 

 

That is why James could write this in his letter 

that is preserved in the New Testament: 

 

“My brothers and sisters, whenever you face 

trials of any kind, consider it nothing but JOY.”  

 (James 1: 2) 

 

JOY is not dependent upon the circumstances as to what is going on in 

our lives.  Anxiety, depression, COVID-19, family struggles, illness.  JOY 

comes to us as an Advent gift, when we are not thinking about it, when 

all we have to do is to turn our hearts to God. 

 

C.S. Lewis wrote an autobiography of his early life and his conversion to 

Christianity in 1931.  He titled the book, Surprised by Joy.  He confirms 

that JOY is received by turning to Christ.  In the book, he writes that JOY 

is different from happiness and from pleasure.  Joy is never in our power, 

and pleasure and happiness often are. 

 

C.S. Lewis based the title of his autobiography on the poem “Surprised by 

JOY,” written by William Wordsworth after his 3 year old daughter 

Catherine died in 1812.  Wordsworth begins his poem with his desire to 

share his joy with little Catherine, but knows he can’t. 
 

https://thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea991eef4fb13d1628e72f538&id=334a3461cb&e=0f519815e0


 

Here is the whole poem for the readers of The Ambassador: 

 

Surprised by joy — impatient as the Wind 

I turned to share the transport – Oh! with whom 

But Thee, long buried in the silent Tomb, 

That spot which no vicissitude can find? 

Love, faithful love, recalled thee to my mind – 

But how could I forget thee? – Through what power, 

Even for the least division of an hour, 

Have I been so beguiled as to be blind 

To my most grievous loss! –  That thought’s return 

Was the worst pang that sorrow ever bore, 

Save one, one only, when I stood forlorn, 

Knowing my heart’s best treasure was no more; 

That neither present time, nor years unborn 

Could to my sight that heavenly face restore. 

 

The poet Wordsworth was locked in grief, intense grief, but he was still surprised by JOY. 

 

St. Paul gives us this blessing near the end of his letter to Christians in Rome: 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all JOY and peace in believing.”  (Romans 15: 13) 

 

We can have JOY in the tough times.  Paul sang and rejoiced when he 

was in prison.  Not because he was in prison, but because he knew the 

risen Christ.  We can rejoice that we are connected together in spite of 

COVID.  We can rejoice that our church family is here to support us, 

uphold us, and pray for us.  I don’t know what I would do without Jesus 

working through you to uphold and support me.  We rejoice that God is 

here with us, in the church and at home.   

 

This JOY is an early Christmas present from God for each of us.  It is a 

‘fruit of the Spirit,” along with love and peace:   

 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, JOY, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” 
 

(Galatians 5: 22) 

 

My deepest desire for you for Christmas this 

year?  . . .  That you are surprised by JOY! 

 

I will let Mother Teresa have the last word  ~  “JOY is Strength.” 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
 
5.    Scriptures for Saturday & Sunday December 19 & 20, 2020  ~  “Advent 4 : LOVE”  
 
Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read these passages. If you don’t have a Bible they’re all accessible 
                         online.  The church uses the NRSV (New Revised Standard Version) of the Bible. 
          
  Romans 16: 25-27  ~  This passage is the end of Paul’s letter to Christians in Rome.  It is Paul’s 

                                      final doxology:  “Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever!” 
 
  “The Magnificat” Canticle 18:  Luke 1: 46-55  ~  This is Mary’s song of rejoicing. 
 
  Luke 1: 26-38  ~  The birth of Jesus is foretold. 

 
  



 
6.    God Bless Your Generosity!  ~ 
 
Parishioners have been asking me how we are doing financially.  With 
your ongoing generosity and with the support of the government’s 
Wage Subsidy, we are doing GREAT and we will balance our 
budget for 2020!!  Thank you and God bless your caring hearts! 
 
Many people are sending the church e-transfers for direct deposit to: 

stpaulsanglicanchurch@outlook.com 
 
We can handle many different ways for you to support St. Paul’s (cash, cheques, canadahelps.org, e-
transfers, EOP, offering envelopes).  Every loonie is appreciated! 

 
 
7.    The Last Laugh  ~     “A cheerful heart is good medicine.”  [Proverbs 7: 22]   

 
 

                                                             “It Takes 
                                                             All Kinds 

                                                             . . .” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
May God bless you with the 

          Love of the Christ child. 
I am deeply grateful for the privilege of serving as your Rector. 
 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon” 
 

 


