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~  Friday January 8, 2021  ~ 
 

20  C  M  B  21 
 

Our Rector, Elizabeth Budiselic 
[pink door], Jim Loppacher, 
and Joy Harris “chalking the 
door” in our new Epiphany 
Blessing tradition.  While new 
to St. Paul’s, the tradition of a 
chalked door blessing is well 

known throughout 
Europe.  In many 
countries a priest 
and carolers travel 
from house to 
house on the eve 
of the Epiphany to 
close the Christmas 
season with song, 
bless each home, 
and enjoy some 
hospitality. 
 
Send us a picture 

of your door and we’ll share them next week. 
[Instructions & chalk blessing prayer are in our 
Wednesday email].   

  
“Ambassadors for Christ”  ~  [2 Corinthians 5: 20] 

 
  

A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com   
“Once wise men followed a star, now they follow the Son.”  

 
 

visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca and find us on facebook 

sssttt...   pppaaauuulll’’’sss   
aaannngggllliiicccaaannn   
ccchhhuuurrrccchhh   

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~   
 
Friday Morning Worship Resumes  
Our ½ hr ‘Morning Prayer’ service happens every Friday at 9 
am.  I love to worship with everyone!  No books are necessary, 

just bring your coffee and meet us on ZOOM.  SAME LINK every 
week!  Here it is:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866 
 
Deborah Kraft is inviting you to a scheduled ZOOM meeting: 
 
 Topic:  Morning Prayer with the Parish 
 
 Time:   Every Friday Morning at 9 am 
 
 Meeting ID:  822 0869 8866 

 

Sunday Morning Worship LIVE-STREAM Only  
We are continuing to live-stream both our 10am Morning 
Prayer Service and 11:30am Children’s Service during the 
January lockdown.  Please join us on YouTube/St. Paul’s 
Media until our in-person worship resumes, once restrictions 
have been lifted. 
 

Christmas Coffee’s On Us!  
On Christmas Eve, every one of the 197 staff at 
Thunder Bay Regional received a coupon for a free cup 
of coffee.  My nephew who works at the hospital sent 
this email with a picture of the coupon:   
 
    “Thank You from the ED:  
      The Emergency Department thanks you and 
      St Paul’s for the blessings 
      and generous warm pick me up over Christmas!  
      Merry Christmas and God Bless to all of you!  
      Love Peter” 

 
Thank you Fr. Gordon for this idea to tell our health care providers at the hospital how much we 
appreciate all their hard work.  The cost of coupons and the free coffees comes out of my budgeted 
‘Rector’s Discretionary Fund.’  May God bless all our health care providers in the hospital, the 
community, and long-term care homes. 
 

Christmas Services Enjoyed In Edmonton  
Thnx to Bobby Jo for sending us this 
email and adorable pics of her twins 
Mia & Lily watching our livestreamed 
Children’s Christmas Eve Service.  
(Now off to bed so Santa can come!) 
 

“Hello! 
  
 We watched the children’s live 
 stream today and we loved it!!! 
 Thank you so much for doing 
that.  
 
 Merry Christmas!!! 
  
 Love Bobbie Jo, Anthony, 
 Mia and Lily Ierino” 

 
The family lives in Alberta; the girls were baptized here in October. 

watch live or anytime on 

St. Paul’s Media 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866


Archbishop Anne Signatory To Global Declaration  
Here’s an email we received from Archbishop Anne Germond in the week before Christmas: 
 
“Good morning everyone  ~  I am one of the 350 faith leaders from around the world who is a  
signatory on this Declaration of the Sanctity of Life and Dignity of All. It was released today. 
 
13 bishops in the ACC signed the declaration including our Primate and Archbishop Melissa Skelton. 
The BBC 
have picked 
it up  ~  
haven’t seen 
anything on 
the CBC yet. 
 
I wanted you 
to be aware 
that I signed 
and feel 
very 
honoured to 
have done 
so.  But 
signing is 
only one 
piece  ~  
living it out 
really really 
important.” 
 

+Anne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Healing Prayer AVAILABLE VIA OUR ‘PARISH PRAYER CHAIN’  
Although healing prayer is no longer offered at in-person services, you 
are welcome to make a confidential Prayer Request through our 
Prayer Chain ministry.  The dedicated parishioners who are part of this 
confidential ministry offer up the names they receive in prayer 
continually throughout their day.  Call/Text LayReader Sandra Rejall at 
629-3431 to leave a name; you may give as little or as much 

information as you wish.  “Are any among you sick?  They should call for the elders of the church 
and have them pray over them.”  (James 5: 14) 

 

Who Can We Pray For?  
I value your prayer requests.  If you are not coming to church, 
please email me directly (stpauls.rector@shaw.ca) or text me 
(807-624-7161) by early Friday afternoon with your prayer 
requests. Thank you! 
 
If you are coming to church, when you arrive you will be asked for 
any names to add to our intercessory ‘Prayers of the People.’ 
 
Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
 
2.    “Silent Auction” of EXTRA CHURCH PEWS  ~    
 
Hey fellow Ambassadors, we have 12 Pews FOR SALE.  This is your chance to own a piece of history!   
 
The extra pews that have been stored in the basement, towers and Choir Loft are up for sale!  They 
were removed from our East and West Transepts when we installed our Chapel and Sacred Circle.   
We are selling these pews through an in-person Silent Auction.  Each one is numbered and has its 
own Bid Sheet; minimum price is determined by the size and condition of each individual pew. 
 
Please visit the church to view and bid on the pews you are interested in.  Best time to view them is 
after the 10am Service each week.  Our Warden and COVID19 Protocol Co-Ordinator Solade Nicol 
will be on hand to ensure facemask, social 
distance, and sanitizing standards are adhered to 
for your safety while viewing and bidding. 
 
Pews are “as-is” and “where-is” and purchasers 
are responsible for pickup and delivery from the 
church hall.  The Silent Auction will run until the 
end of January.  Successful bidders will be notified 
and pickup arrangements made.  Any pews that 
have not met their reserve bid will then be 
advertised to the general public.   
 
If you have any questions, please call/text Solade at 
621-2336. 
 
Good Luck!  Christopher Willie, Property Co-Chair 

 
 
3.    My Sermon from Sunday January 3, 2021 ‘The Epiphany Of The Lord’  ~  

“They Left By Another Road” 
 

God of all the nations, guide us with your light, 

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

 

If you had asked me when I was 21 years old what my life’s road was, I would 

have replied that I definitely had a plan.  I was going to complete my MBA at 

the University of Toronto, and then return to Europe to work for a large multi-

national enterprise, probably located in Paris where I had completed high 

school.  I had my future all planned out.   

mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca


 

You know the old saying:  ‘Life is what happens when you are busy making other plans . . .’ 

 

I met a nice Finnish boy in Toronto and suddenly nothing mattered except him and all my well-laid plans 

went out the window. 

 

This nice Finnish boy and I fell in love, got married and moved to Thunder Bay.  Jouni thought it was 

destiny, as he came to Canada in the month and year (June 1953) when I was born in Terrace Bay (a 

little town a couple of hours east of Thunder Bay).   

 

I have never, ever regretted my decision to follow my heart and to marry Jouni.  I am thankful that I 

followed that different road.  I believe that I would never have heard the call of God to me if I hadn’t 

come north.  My life is rich and blessed and filled with meaning and purpose.  I can’t think of anything 

more meaningful than to love the people whom God has put in our path and to spend our lives loving 

and serving God and loving and serving one another. 

 

Today is the 10
th
 day of Christmas.  The season of Christmas has 12 days which begin on Christmas Day 

and go until January 5
th
.  We then celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord on January 6

th
.  Although today is 

not Epiphany, the church is celebrating it on this Sunday, January 3, 2021.  At our upcoming children’s 

service this morning, we will be adding the wise men to our indoor crèche display, the display that Ernie 

Tilbury lovingly manages every year.   

 

I want to continue by asking all of you at home (our 

service is only live-streamed this morning) some 

questions about the Epiphany.  Let’s do it like the 

gameshow Jeopardy!”  in honour of Sudbury-raised 

Alex Trebek, the host of Jeopardy!, who died on 

November 8, 2020.  I am including the questions at the 

end of the answers. 

 

10 ANSWERS: 

 

1. The gospel where the visit of the wise men is recorded. 

2. The object in the sky that the wise men saw. 

3. The Greek name for “wise men.” 

4. The traditional number of wise men. 

5. The traditional names of the wise men. 

6. The traditional animal that the wise men rode. 

7. The king the wise men visited in Jerusalem. 

8. The city where the wise men found the child. 

9. The place in Bethlehem where the child was found. 

10. The gifts brought by the wise men to Jesus. 

 

10 QUESTIONS: 

 

1. What is Matthew?  The story of the visit of the wise men to the Christ child is only recorded in 

 Matthew’s Gospel. 
 

2. What is a star? The wise men saw his star and then decided to travel to Israel to find the child. 
 

3. What are “MAGI”? 
 

4. What is 3?  This is the traditional number of wise men, but the Bible does not say how many wise 

 men there were.  This was an early tradition probably because the Christ child received 3 gifts. 
 

5. What is Melchior, Gaspar (also called “Caspar” or “Jaspar”) and Balthazar?  No names are given in 

      the gospel record.  
 

6. What is a camel?  There are no mentions of camels in the gospel or any mention as to how the wise 

      men travelled from the East.  Perhaps they came from Persia, which is now Iran. 

 



 

7. Who is Herod?  King Herod was concerned

 that the child would try to seize his throne 

 and become the next ruler of Judah. 

 

8. What is Bethlehem?   

 

9. What is a house?  The Holy family were no 

longer staying in a stable, but living in a home 

in Bethlehem.  We don’t know how old Jesus 

was at this time.  Some theologians have 

speculated every age from several days old up 

to 2 years old. 

 

10. What is gold, frankincense and myrrh? 

 

Now, we don’t know if some of the ideas about the 

wise men are indeed true.  For centuries, people had 

heard about Pompeii but no one believed in this 

story of a city buried by ash from a volcano until the 

ruins were discovered in the 16
th
 century. 

 

What we do know is that the wise men found Jesus 

and when they did, they fell to their knees and they 

worshipped the Christ child. 

 

They were touched by the hand of God, by the 

reality of the divine and they were forever changed.  

They “left . . . by another road.”  (Matthew 2: 14) 

 

When you and I are touched by the hand of God, by the breath of an angel, we leave forever changed, 

we leave by another road.  Look at Abraham, Samuel, Mary Magdalene, Lydia, Paul and Barnabus to 

name just a few in the Biblical record. 

 

It was August in the year 386 and Augustine was sitting in his garden.  He was 31 years old and he had 

been leading a life filled with wild living.  He heard a child-like voice saying “Tolle, lege” which means 

take and read.  Augustine opened the epistles of St. Paul to the Romans 13: 13-14  ~  which says “to put 

on the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

 

Romans 13: 13-14 
 
13 Let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14  Instead, put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

Reading this scripture, Augustine felt as if his heart were flooded with light.  He turned totally from his 

life of sin.  

 

Here is what Augustine wrote in his Confessions about what it meant to encounter God at that moment 

in the garden: 

 

“How sweet did it suddenly become to me to be free of the sweets of folly:  things that 

I once feared to lose it was now joy to put away.  You cast them forth from me, you the true 

and highest sweetness, you cast them forth, and in their stead you entered in, sweeter than 

every pleasure . . .” (Conf. 9, 1).  

 

Augustine left his dissolute life behind and he became baptized, then ordained a priest, then a bishop, 

and a theologian.  He left that garden by another road. 

 

He wrote this famous prayer: 

 

You have made us for yourself, Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. 

 

‘Adoration of the Magi’  Matthias Stomer  

(c.1600-after 1652) 



 

One of my favourite poems continues to be Robert Frost’s 

The Road Not Taken.  Here are the final lines of the poem 

 

“I took the one less travelled by, 

And that has made all the difference.”  

 

We have indeed taken another road once we have 

experienced the light of God’s grace and our restless hearts 

find that peace.  All of you reading The Ambassador and 

watching the service on livestream have already made the 

decision to search for the Christ child and then to kneel 

down and to worship him. 

   

When we rise up, we find ourselves forever changed and 

we leave by another road. 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
 
4.    My Sermon from Thursday December 24, 2020 ‘Christmas Eve’  ~  “God In The Manger”  
 

Through the written word and through the spoken word may we know your living Word, 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

It was a little over 41 years ago.  I gave birth to our first born son, John Nelson, and we laid him not in a 

manger but in a bassinette in the Port Arthur General.  I remember how excited I was and how 

overjoyed I was to have this Christmas gift of a child.  John was born on December 19 and although we 

always tried to make his birthday special and to keep it apart from Christmas, over the years it has started 

to merge together. 

 

This year we gave John a live Christmas tree and we put it up in his cottage where John and Carrie and 

their 4 young children are spending two weeks.  Sadly we are unable to spend time with them as they 

live in Toronto and must be quarantined for two weeks. 

 

That is the reality of Christmas 2020.  Each and every one of us has had to re-imagine our Christmas 

celebrations but one thing has stayed the same.   

 

God in the Manger.  The birth of our Saviour Jesus, the Christ child.  The anointed one. 

   

And every year we come together to remember the birth of Jesus.  

We sing together “AWAY IN A MANGER” and it evokes for me 

images of sweet, fresh-faced children getting ready to go to bed 

and singing the third verse as a bedtime prayer  ~ 

 

Be near me Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay, 

close by me forever and love me I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a Lutheran pastor, author, and theologian 

who fought against the Nazis during World War II.  He was 

executed by hanging at the end of the war in 1945, while he was held in a concentration camp.  While in 

the camp, Bonhoeffer wrote sermons and letters and I wish to share with you this evening some of his 

reflections on the birth of Jesus. 

 

 “We have become so accustomed to the idea of divine love and of God’s coming at Christmas that 

we no longer feel the shiver of fear that God’s coming should arouse in us.  We are indifferent to 

the message.”  

 



 

 The wonder and mystery of the Christmas story is that we see God in “lowliness.  God loves the 

lost, the neglected, the unseemly, the excluded, the weak and broken.” 

 

 “God became poor, low, lowly and weak out of love for humanity.  God became a human being 

like us so that we would become divine.  God came to us so that we would come to God.”  

  

We celebrate Christmas and come to the 

manager when we (in the words of 

Bonhoeffer) “Lay down all power, all 

honour, all reputation, all vanity, all 

arrogance beside the manger.”  We look 

at the child in the manger and see God in 

his lowliness. 

 

The wonder of the story is that God 

became human.  We call this ‘The 

Incarnation,’ God in the flesh.  Every year 

at Christmas we join in the wonder of the 

story and we become alive in unexpected 

ways, even in the midst of a pandemic. 

 

Bonhoeffer explains the wonder.  “God 

became human, really human.  God 

wants us also to become human – really 

human.”  Bonhoeffer doesn’t explain 

what he means by this statement.  I think 

it means that we become ‘really human’ 

when we use all the gifts, all the abilities 

that God has given to us, when we 

become caring, giving, and 

compassionate people.  

  

Frederick Buechner is an American 

theologian, writer and minister.  He 

writes that the incarnation is “a kind of 

vast joke whereby the creator of the ends 

of the earth comes among us in diapers.”  

He goes on to say that unless we are 

scandalized by God becoming a person 

then we are not taking the story of the 

incarnation seriously enough. 

 

Buechner’s description is a strong image of what it means to raise a child.  I don’t want to even think of 

how many thousands of diapers I changed raising 4 children.  God has indeed experienced everything 

human.  Are you getting shocked?  That is good if you are, as this is how God came to us. 

 

We look at the Christ child in our nativity sets at home, in the creche at the church, and we see a peaceful 

and pleasant and sweet-smelling image of the Baby Jesus.  But the reality wouldn’t have been nearly as 

sweet.  It would have been a frightening event in a smelly stone stable in Bethlehem without doctors or 

clean beds.  This newborn baby, the Saviour of the world, the word made flesh, the incarnate God, was 

put in a feeding trough for animals. 

   

We are so used to growing up with the story of Jesus that we don’t realize how shocking it was.  Imagine 

today that instead of God in a manger we had God being born in the hallway of a long-term care home 

or in a large dog house in someone’s back yard because there was no garage and all the spare bedrooms 

were filled. 

 

Can we bow before God in the manger?  Can we worship this child just as the shepherds did, just as the 

wise men from the east did?  



  

The prophet Isaiah names this child a Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.  (Isaiah 9: 2-7) 

 

Here is the ultimate reality of the Christmas story.  The child in the manger is God in the manger.  God 

became a child.  Here are the instructions given to us by Bonhoeffer: 

 

“Kneel down before this miserable manger, before this child of poor people and repeat in faith the words 

of the prophet, Mighty God, and he will be your God and your might.”  

  

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.”  (John 1: 14) 

 

What if the Messiah came to us in 2020 and we were told that he was born in the northern community of 

Neskantaga where people haven’t had proper drinking water for a quarter of a century?  What if we decided 

to fly up to Neskantaga to worship this child knowing we wouldn’t even be able to drink the water?  

  

When we go to the manger and travel back over 2,000 years to Bethlehem, and if we go with an open 

heart, we are forever changed.  We cannot leave the manger in the same way once we have 

acknowledged that God is in it.  I will never ever forget the privilege of standing in the stone stable in 

Bethlehem where Jesus was born.  I felt a connectedness to God that made me desire to become fully 

human just as Jesus became fully human.  

  

Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer was hanged on April 9, 1945 at Flossenburg Concentration Camp.  While in 

prison in December 1943, he wrote a Christmas letter to his fiancé Maria.  Here is an excerpt from the 

letter.  His thoughts relate to all of us during COVID-19: “Be brave for my sake, dearest Maria, even if 

this letter is your only token of my love this Christmas.  We shall both experience a few dark hours.”  

And Bonhoeffer questions the darkness that seems to be covering everything. 

   

He goes on to write, “And then, just when 

everything is bearing down on us, the 

Christmas message comes to tell us that our 

eyes are at fault.  God is in the manger, light 

in darkness.  No evil can befall us.  God is 

revealed as love and rules the world and 

our lives.” 

 

Bonhoeffer was a deep thinker about God 

in the manger:  “When God’s Son took on 

flesh, he truly and bodily took on, out of 

pure grace, our being, our nature, ourselves.  

Now we are in him.  Where he is, there we 

are too, in the incarnation, on the cross, 

and in his resurrection.” 

 

May you and I use the reality of God in the 

manger, of God becoming really human by 

becoming really human ourselves.  Really 

kind, really loving, really caring, really 

forgiving, really joyful.  Everything that God 

desires us to be. 

 

On this holy evening, Christmas Eve 2020, 

we are looking for a path to JOY.  
  
God in the manger is our JOY. 

   

JOY to the World!  Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 



5.    Scriptures for this Sunday January 10, 2021  ~  “the Baptism of The Lord”  
 
Rectors' Note:  I encourage you to read these passages. If you don’t have a Bible they’re all accessible 
                         online.  The church uses the NRSV (New Revised Standard Version) of the Bible. 
          
  Genesis 1: 1-5  ~  The beginning of the creation story ties in with the Baptism of Jesus.  This is a 

                               ‘teaser’ for my Jan. 10 sermon!!  
  Psalm 29  ~  God speaks and creation happens.  The psalmist writes that the voice of the Lord is 
                      powerful, majestic, and strong. 

 
  Mark 1: 4-11  ~  Mark begins his gospel not with infancy stories but with the Baptism of Jesus. 

 
  
6.    We Have Good News To Share!  ~ 
 
We ended 2020 balanced!  Although our income was below our 
budgeted income by $22,000 due to reduced offerings from Christmas 
and Easter, we balanced because our expenses were down by the 
same amount due to COVID-19 and limited church activities.  Our 
income was $279,000 and our expenses were close to $279,000. 
 
The truly good news is that our balanced budget does not include 
the wage subsidy which is nearly $20,000 so we will be able to 
carry over this final net surplus to 2021!!  That helps take the pressure off our budgetary 
requirements for 2021.  The church needs approximately $300,000 per year to do God’s work. 
 
Thank you to all for your generosity to St. Paul’s!!  Your financial support of this parish is a gift,  
THAT IS VERY VERY MUCH APPRECIATED!! 
 
One of the easiest ways to make your tithes to St. Paul’s is through an e-transfer:  
stpaulsanglicanchurch@outlook.com.  Your offering is deposited automatically into the church’s 
bank account and you will receive an income tax receipt from St. Paul’s for all of your e-transfers. 

 
 
7.    The Last Laugh  ~     “A cheerful heart is good medicine.” 
                                                        [Proverbs 7: 22]   

                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
We will be renewing our baptismal vows on the live-stream this Sunday, January 10 at 10 am.  

May we all be faithful to our calling as Christians! 
 

Archdeacon Deborah+  “The Happy Rector & Archdeacon” 
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