
     Easter 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Ambassador for Christ, 
 

When Lent began on Ash Wednesday on February 26, 2020, I never 
would have believed what the world would be facing due to COVID-19.  
On March 11, a pandemic was declared and everything we had read 
about, all those protective measures put in place in Wuhan, China had 

suddenly become realities here in Canada.  Our schools closed down and then our colleges and 
universities.  By March 15, we no longer had worship services in any of our Anglican churches.  
Suddenly, the world was turned upside down, and we still don’t know where and when this will all end.  
We are in the wilderness.  We are interconnected on this fragile earth, be it the best of times or the 
worst of times.  We are in the 3rd World War fighting not other people, but a virus. 
 
I think this is the ultimate meaning of walking with Jesus to his cross and staying with him at the cross.  
This is the true meaning of Holy Week.  We are living the darkness that Jesus lived when he went to his 
sacrificial death.  We are like those early followers of Jesus who were hiding in the upper room and 
had no idea of what was going to happen.  They had watched their believed teacher and friend die on 
a cruel cross.  What would happen to them?  What will happen to us today? 
 
The quintessential Easter hymn is JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY.  The words and music of this hymn were first 
written in the 14th century by an unknown author and it was translated from Latin into English in 1708.  I 
remember singing this hymn as a child and the power of this hymn continues to move me today.  The hymn 
celebrates the resurrection and the work of God in giving us our salvation.  We are God’s triumphant people 
and death has lost its sting.  We have been redeemed and saved.  We share in the resurrection of Christ 
and we soar.  We sing out together “ALLELUIA!” which we have not said or sung for 7 long weeks  ~ 
 

Jesus Christ is risen today, alleluia!                                                                                                                    
Our triumphant holy day, alleluia!                                                                                                                   
Who did once, upon the cross, alleluia!                                                                                                        
Suffer to redeem our loss.  Alleluia! 

 
Jouni and I will begin our Easter Service on Sunday morning singing this Easter hymn.  We will look out 
into the empty nave and dream of a day when the pews will be filled again with God’s people and we 
can worship together.  I know that many of you will be worshipping with us through our broadcasts on 
YouTube and I am thankful, but it isn’t the same as gathering in community together as a risen people. 
 
I promise you that we will be having our second Easter service when we can be back together in better 
times.  I promise you that we will look at the Christ in each other’s joyful faces and sing out with one 
voice this same Easter hymn:  JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY.  We will feast on the eucharist and we will 
rejoice.  I dream of this day and I know it will happen. 
 
Stay strong.  Stay safe.  Stay healthy.  Rejoice in the Lord and know in your heart that “all things work 
together for good for those who love God.” (Romans 8:28) 
 

Wishing you all the love and blessings of Easter, 
 
 
The Venerable Deborah H. Kraft  ‘The Happy Rector & Archdeacon’ 
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Holy Week Services at ST. PAUL’S  ( WORSHIP LIVE or WATCH LATER on St. Paul’s website: 

                                                                                                stpaulsanglicanchruch.ca ) 

 Wednesday, April 8         7 pm  ‘Stations of The Cross’  

 Thursday, April 10           7 pm  ‘Maundy Thursday’ with the “The Washing of Feet”  
                                                                                  (I will be washing Jouni’s feet.) 

 Friday, April 10              10 am  ‘Good Friday’  +  Children’s ‘Make An Easter Garden’ Video 

 Sunday, April 12              9 am  ‘Ringing of Church Bells’ 

 Sunday, April 12            10 am  ‘Easter Sunday’  +  Easter ‘Children’s Talk’ Video 
 

Holy Week Services at ST. LUKE’S CATHEDRAL, Sault Ste Marie 

                                  Archbishop Anne Germond presiding  ( WATCH on Diocesan website: 

                                                                                                     dioceseofalgoma.com ) 

 Thursday, April 10          11 am  ‘Blessing of The Oil’ 

 Friday, April 10                 3 pm  ‘Good Friday’ 

 Sunday, April 12               9 am  ‘Easter Sunday’ 
 

Come join us as we worship ‘together apart’ and 

“The Lord is risen!  
He is risen indeed!” 

  
I will miss saying these 

words on Easter morning 
at St. Paul’s . . . 

 
I wish you all a blessed 

Easter Season. 
This is not just one day, 

but fifty. 
 

As the Queen said in her 
speech this week, 

“we will meet again.” 
 

We will meet again!  
Amen. 

 

Love, Deacon Anne 


