
 
 

My Sermon from Sunday January 19, 2020 ‘2nd Sunday After Epiphany’  ~ 
 

  “What Are You Looking For? 
 

Speak Lord, your servants are listening.  Amen. 

 

One of the many things I love about this parish is your positive attitude.  You live in hope and you 

are grateful and thankful to be together in the presence of God in community.  You focus on the 

people who are part of the community.  You reach out one person at a time and you share your 

experiences with your family, and your friends.   

 

That is the key to our growth as disciples.  We are transformed and we grow spiritually when we 

are willing to be open. 

   

Our gospel passage for the 2
nd

 Sunday after the Epiphany is from the first chapter of John’s Gospel.  

It is the story of the calling of Jesus’ first disciples. 

   

In fact, in this passage, we hear 

the first words of Jesus in this 

gospel. 

   

“What are you looking for?”  

(John 1: 38) 

 

As the late Jean Vanier wrote, 

“Perhaps they are the first words 

of Jesus to each one of us.  Jesus 

does not want to impose on us an 

idea, a doctrine or an ideology.  

He wants people to follow him 

and his path of love freely.” 

 

Jesus gives Peter and Andrew who are brothers an 

invitation to “Come and See.”  Then Jesus calls 

Philip and tells him to follow him. 

   

Something interesting happens at this point.  Philip 

has experienced the light of Jesus and knows that 

Jesus is the anointed one, the Christ, the Messiah.  

How does Philip know this?  Did they pray 

together?  In the words of Jean Vanier, “was the 

very presence of Jesus, his love for them, his words of truth and of love . . . did it bring a new inner 

joy, a sense of freedom, and inspire in [Philip] a new hope and creativity . . .” 

 

Philip can’t keep this reality to himself and he tells his friend Nathanael about Jesus.  Nathanael is 

skeptical but once he speaks with Jesus he gets to know him, and Nathanael, like Andrew, Peter, 

and Philip becomes a disciple. 

 

We use the same model of discipleship today.  We help others to ‘Come and See’ Jesus through 



kind acts, and the eucharist, and we speak about him with others.  This is the biblical model.  As 

your spiritual leader, I can’t reach out to every single person but I can reach out to those whom 

God puts in my path and then those people reach out to others.  That is how the church grew then 

and how the church still grows today. 

   

We commend Philip, not for keeping the love of God to himself, but for reaching out with 

excitement and enthusiasm to his friend Nathanael.  The conversation might have gone something 

like this:  “Nathanael, you aren’t going to believe who I have met!  He is truly the Messiah and 

believe it or not, he comes from Nazareth.” 

 

Nathanael replies, “Give me a break, Philip, but nothing good comes out of Nazareth.”  Philip 

doesn’t give up but convinces Nathanael to see for himself and to meet Jesus.  When Jesus meets 

Nathanael, Jesus tells us information about his life that only Nathanael would know.  Nathanael is 

amazed and realizes that he is in the presence of someone truly special. 

 

Jesus then tells Nathanael to “hold on for the ride as this is just the beginning.  You’re not going to 

believe what is going to happen next.” 

 

In John’s gospel, Peter, Andrew, Philip and Nathanael become the first disciples.  This is different 

from the calling of the first disciples in Matthew, Mark, and Luke beside the shores of the Sea of 

Galilee.  The result is the same.  The early disciples listen to God’s call and change their lives. 

Barbara Brown Taylor, the American Episcopalian priest and professor writes: “One midnight I 

asked God to tell me as plainly as possible what I was supposed to do.” And God replied to her, 

“Anything that pleases you.”  That is the answer that came into her half-asleep mind. 

   

“What?” she said, waking up.  “What kind of an answer is that?!”  “Do anything that pleases you,” 

the voice said, “and belong to me.”  After that, things fell into place for Taylor.  She could teach or 

manage a Home Depot or become a priest.  As long as she remembered whose she was, her 

“calling” was a true one. 

 

God calls us all.  And it begins with an invitation.  John the Baptist began the invitation when he told 

his disciples that Jesus was the true lamb of God.  Who have you invited to experience the love of 

God lately?  I watch you do it regularly.  Jouni and I were out for dinner on Friday night at 

Applebees, and Jouni got chatting with a Christian man and invited him to the Week Of Prayer For 

Christian Unity service happening this afternoon (January 19 at 3:00 pm).  At the funeral reception 

for Linda Rosin on Friday, January 17, a woman 

that I was sitting with invited a man who, came 

to speak with me about the difference between 

the Anglican tradition and the Roman Catholic 

tradition, to come to church.  

 

‘Come and See’ is the rallying call that God 

desires for us to make to others.  We listen to the 

call and we commit to belonging to God, not 

knowing where that call will take us.  Perhaps to 

a boardroom or to a soup kitchen or to a support 

group or to a neighbour’s kitchen. 

 

Jesus called Philip.  Philip was sent out, and then 

Philip called Nathanael.  And both belonged to 

Jesus.  We are called and we are sent to make 

disciples.  Sometimes we are more inclined to 



memorize these commands than to do them. 

   

The invitation begins with friendship.  We work together and we grow together and we struggle 

together and we support each other together.  In the words, once again, of Jean Vanier, he 

wrote that “Friendship is at the heart of Jesus’ message.  Jesus wants to become the friend of 

each one of us so that we become friends of God.”  We cannot share our love of Jesus until we 

know him personally. 

 

During this season of Epiphany, the season of illumination, let’s do what God asks us to do.  Let’s 

share our faith with our friends, and invite others to ‘Come and See.’  I know that many of you 

already do this and, as I said at the beginning of this sermon, I am grateful and I am thankful. 

   

Let us remember the first words of Jesus as recorded in John’s Gospel: 

 

“What are you looking for?” 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 


