
 
 

My Rector’s Charge to Vestry from Sunday February 3, 2019  ~  4th Sunday after Epiphany   ~ 
 

INCUMBENT’S CHARGE TO VESTRY  ~  YEAR 13 IN OUR SHARED MINISTRY 

 

The Venerable Deborah Hope Kraft 

 

    
BBIISSHHOOPP  AANNNNEE''SS  MMOOTTTTOO  ffoorr  22001199  

    

““BBeehhoolldd,,  II  aamm  ddooiinngg  aa  nneeww  tthhiinngg;;  nnooww  iitt  

sspprriinnggss  ffoorrtthh,,  ddoo  yyoouu  nnoott  ppeerrcceeiivvee  iitt??  

II  wwiillll  mmaakkee  aa  wwaayy  iinn  tthhee  wwiillddeerrnneessss  aanndd  

rriivveerrss  iinn  tthhee  ddeesseerrtt,,  ttoo  ggiivvee  ddrriinnkk  ttoo  mmyy                                                                                              

cchhoosseenn  ppeeooppllee,,  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  II  ffoorrmmeedd  ffoorr  

mmyysseellff,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  mmiigghhtt  ddeeccllaarree  mmyy  pprraaiissee..””                

  

[[  IIssaaiiaahh  4433::1199,,  2200bb,,  2211  ]]          
 

Archbishop Anne has returned to the prophet Isaiah for her Diocesan 

Motto for 2019.  I still recall her 2017 selection from Isaiah 52:7 in 

which we are called to be the feet of the messenger. 

 

The above words from Isaiah 43 are restorative words of grace.  

Through our baptisms, we are 

God’s chosen people, and we are called to give the drink of gladness 

and grace to others.  As Christians, we must “declare God’s praise.”   

We are the witnesses of the newness of God.  And we have been 

formed by God in the very image of God. 

 

Similar to last year’s report and the requirements from our Diocesan Canon for Vestries (Canon J-1:  Vestries) my 

Report for the year 2018 will focus on: 

 

1. Review of 2018, summarizing the Aspirations, Activities, and Outcomes of the year 

 

2. Objectives and Anticipated Outcomes for 2019 

 

 REVIEW OF 2018 

 

 We welcomed a new ‘Metropolitan’  ~ 
 

On October 11, 2018, our Diocesan Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Anne Germond, was elected as the Metropolitan of 

Ontario which is one of the four ecclesiastical provinces in Canada.  Archbishop Anne remains, thankfully, 

our Diocesan Bishop for Algoma.  She is blessed with the wisdom and vision of the prophet Isaiah and leads 

by the love of Christ. 

   

The Most Reverend Anne Germond has an intense ministry schedule at the diocesan, provincial, national, 

and international level.  She even has a listing in Wikipedia.  The other territorial Archdeacons and I are 

doing our best to help her all we can in our individual deaneries. 

  

 We were able to reach out with more financial support to rebuild the access bridge at St. Charles’ 

Anglican Church in Freetown, Sierra Leone, Africa  ~ 
 

Here is part of a recent email that I received from the parish Vicar, Canon Elkanah Thomas.  This parish, by 

the way, is the former parish of Deputy Rector’s Warden Solade Nicol  ~ 



 
“Greetings in the name of Christ to you all from St. Charles congregation Regent, 
Happy New Year. 
  
After my first contact with you Archdeacon, I was busy with putting many things together as the new 
Vicar of St. Charles, amidst this, I was recognized and installed as a Canon of the All Saints Cathedral of 
the Republic of Conakry Guinea and Guinea Bissau on the 2nd of December 2018 after all the protocols 
and approval from my Bishop of the Diocese of Freetown Sierra Leone.  One of the things that was 
brought to my notice since I took up office, is your contributions towards the development of the 
church, specifically the financial contribution towards the bridge linking our main motor way that was 
partly damaged during the mudslide that took place some time ago.  All avenues and arrangements 
were on course for the work to commence when the new government announced commencement of 
the reconstruction of the western area road linking Regent and the new hillside by-pass road, the work 
started last month.  We as a church want to know what is the plan of the government and the company 
for us to commence our work.  We have members of St. Charles who are qualified engineers that can 
handle the work.  As we commence the new year this is going to be our major concern to have the 
approval of the government before their own road work is completed.  We will engage the government 
through the Ministry of Works and Roads authority for the way forward. 
 
As we have stepped into the New Year 2019, we have put together our action plan for 2019 
and beyond. 
 
Let us remain united as one family in Christ and endeavor to keep the unity of the spirit in  
the bond of peace. 

 Happy New Year to you all,”     Canon Elkanah Thomas + 
 

 We focused on living the Biblical command to “clothe ourselves in love” (Diocesan Motto for 2018 

from Colossians 3:12,14)  ~   
 

I was happy to find that many groups started their meetings and workshops with the motto. 

 

 We supported our youth through CLAY 2018  ~ 
 

The parish raised enough funds so that the entire registration fee of over $600 per youth was paid for by St. 

Paul’s.  Many parishioners served as volunteers and group leaders.  I enjoyed the energy of CLAY and the 

presence of the Holy Spirit as hundreds of Anglican and Lutheran youth sang together, learned together, 

worshipped together and played together. 

 

 Our ‘Food for the Soul’  workshops continued to grow in popularity  ~ 
 

Our primary purpose is to bring Christ to others, whether they are church-goers or not, Anglicans or not, 

Christians or not.  We have many people in the parish who are sharing their gifts with others in the 

community through leading a workshop. 

 

 We maintained our schedule of 4 weekly Worship Services  ~ 
 

Although we take a break from the Saturday service at 5:00 pm during July and August, we have maintained 

our frequency of services.  Although this puts demands on the service presiders, the Altar Guild and the Music 

Ministry, we feel that these services are important in meeting the spiritual and worship needs of parishioners. 

 

 We celebrated and grieved and walked together  ~ 
 

Several of our matriarchs passed away in 2018.  I will never forget the legacies of love that each has left to 

us.  I miss each one dearly and find myself remembering them throughout the week.  These women had 

much to teach us about how to live as a disciple of Jesus. 

 

Here is a sampling of what I miss . . . 

 

I miss Margaret McKay watching me from her window in McKellar Place as I parked my car early Sunday 

morning and walked across to St. Paul’s.  I miss giving Olive Ede communion in Roseview Manor and her 

sparkle as she asked about the latest news at St. Paul’s.  I miss Ede Holland telling me how much she loved 

driving several ladies to church each and every week.  I miss Dorothy Manson smiling at me and watching 

her face light up as she talked about her St. Paul’s friends and memories. 

 



 We welcomed many young children to our parish family through baptism  ~ 
 

Baptismal ‘prep’ is one of my favourite activities as I get to know the candidate’s family and their desire to 

grow in Christ. 

 

 We grew our Indigenous Ministry  ~ 
 

We are privileged to worship on the treaty land of the Fort William First Nation. 

A “Sacred Circle” has been established in our west transept as a visible metaphor for the unity we hold between 

each other.  I am grateful for the commitment of our 4 indigenous lay readers who are faithful in worship and 

in attendance.  I am also thankful that Bishop Lydia Mamakwa feels comfortable in our church as she regularly 

presides at Confirmations and Baptisms.  She has an arrangement with Archbishop Anne for active partnering 

and permission to do episcopal ministry in Algoma. 

 

 We continued to reach out with the hands of Christ  ~ 
 

Many parishes give away 10% of their fundraising monies.  At St. Paul’s, we give away 100% of our net 

proceeds from our concerts, special services, and special dinners such as our “Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Supper” and “Easter Eve Fish Fry.”  We believe that we are called to be joyful givers and to strive to be a 

pipeline of God’s generosity.  This year we gave away thousands of dollars to charities such as the 

Underground Gym, and Kitty Care.  We also support Deanery initiatives such as Shelter House, Camp 

Gitchigomee and the Mission to Seafarers. 

 

In December, we bought and filled over 100 new backpacks, one for each student who attends Dennis 

Franklin Cromarty High School. 

 

 I try to balance my Archdeacon responsibilities and other commitments to the church  ~ 
 

We had an exceptionally busy year in our Deanery with the closure of St. John’s and St. Luke’s, the opening 

of a new parish, Gathering Table in the former St. John’s church building, and clergy moves between 

parishes.  I am the Incumbent of St. George’s Thunder Bay, and St. John’s, Schreiber. 
 

I remain as the Chair of the Constitution and Canons Committee for Algoma and was elected to be one of 

the 2 Clergy Delegates to attend General Synod 2019 in Vancouver in July.  It will be a monumental Synod 

as we will be electing a new Primate to replace Archbishop Fred Hiltz, voting on the formation of an 

Indigenous Anglican Church, and deciding whether the Marriage Canon should be changed to include the 

blessings of same sex marriages. 

 

 We completed 13 and a half Years of shared ministry  ~ 
 

I have been blessed to serve as your Rector since August 29, 2005.  I have learned so much from you and 

your faith inspires me.  Each of you is a blessing to me and I thank you. 

 

 MISSIONAL OBJECTIVES AND ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES FOR 2019 

 

 Live the biblical command from the Archbishop’s Biblical Motto from Isaiah 43 to“do a new thing”  ~ 
  

That doesn’t mean that we throw out the old.  We do not ‘throw the baby out with the bath water.’  We 

maintain the essentials of discipleship and the proclamation of the gospel of salvation.  What we do change 

are the ways in which we deliver programmes. What it means to do a new thing is that we pray that we will 

be blessed with new ideas on how to rejuvenate or expand any of our past activities and organizations.  For 

example, we all love the choir and it has been difficult to recruit new members, especially in a world where 

so many people today don’t read music or cannot commit to a weekly evening practice.  This isn’t just 

happening with our choir.  It is all church choirs.  Perhaps practices can happen at different times or people 

can be told that they don’t have to be able to read music or that they can bring their children.  Our Music 

Director Sean has been distributing CDs of choir anthems so choristers can practice the songs at home. 

 

The attendance at Rector’s Bible Study declined last year and I am praying for insight on how to teach the 

Bible and study scripture in a new way. 

   

I plan to remind Advisory Board members at every meeting to explore the new things that God is asking us 

to do.  I encourage each of you to reflect upon the new things, and to pray for the grace to perceive them. 

   



 Start every parish meeting, and every Food for the Soul workshop throughout 2019 with the ‘Bishop’s 

Motto’ from Isaiah 43  ~ 

 

 Pray for generosity and abundance in our midst  ~ 
 

Please continue to pray for you and for me to offer our gifts of your time and my time, your abilities and my 

abilities, your presence and my presence, and your money and my money to do the Lord’s work.  We were 

blessed with the best financial year this parish has ever experienced in its 110 year history and I attribute this 

blessing to the power of prayer.  You are very generous people and I thank you. 

   

What this means is that our parish gives the greatest amount of money in apportionment to support the 

Diocese of Algoma, as compared with all the other parishes in Algoma.  Each parish/congregation in Algoma 

sends 26% of their offering to the synod office to support the episcopal office.  This is humbling as we have 

a great responsibility to keep the Diocese financially healthy. 

   

I am strongly committed to the principle of tithing a percentage of your income, and to making your parish 

financial contribution an important part of your household budget. This is the theology that Jouni and I follow. 

 

 Lead the liturgy of reconciliation on the steps of St. Paul’s every Friday throughout the entire season of 'Lent 

from Friday, March 8 until ‘Good Friday’ April 19, 2019  ~ 
  

I first heard about the ‘Litany of Reconciliation’ when I attended the Diocesan Synod for Ontario in 

Kingston.  Bishop Michael Oulton leads the litany on the front steps of St. George’s Cathedral every Friday at 

noon.  It is a short and very touching litany based on the seven deadly sins.  I find this to be a universal 

theme and it ties in with the 94 “Calls to Action” of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 

 

Here is a description of the background for the litany as found on the Coventry Cathedral website: 
   

“Following the bombing of the mediaeval Cathedral in Coventry, England, 1940, Provost Howard had the 
words ‘Father Forgive’ inscribed on the wall behind the Altar of the ruined building in 1948.  The words are 
not Father Forgive Them because we have all sinned and all of us have fallen short of the glory of God (from 
Romans 3: 23). 
 
These words are used as the response in the Coventry Litany of Reconciliation, which is prayed in the new 
Cathedral every weekday at noon (in the Ruins on Fridays), and is used throughout the world by the 
Community of the Cross of Nails.” 

 

Here is more information from the website: 
 

“The Litany of Reconciliation was written by Canon Joseph Poole in 1958 and today is prayed regularly by 
around the world, and by many others on an occasional basis. While framed around the seven deadly sins, 
it serves as a reminder that when we pray about the problems of the world around us, we need to begin 
by acknowledging the roots of those problems in our own hearts. The Litany is prayed, in a short 
ceremony taking at most ten minutes, at noon each weekday in Coventry Cathedral and in the Cathedral 
ruins on Fridays, and absolutely anyone is very welcome to join us.” 

 

 Continue the ethos of extending the boundaries of our church to those who are unable to attend worship  ~ 
 

This Missional Objective continues to be an important pastoral charge for all of us.  Many people are sending 

a card (available in our Intercession binder) to the person whose name has been added to the prayers of the 

people, bringing bulletins and making pastoral visits and telephone calls.  This active reaching-out has been a 

long tradition at St. Paul’s.  Thank you! 

 

 Expand our Indigenous ministry and partnership with Bishop Lydia Mamakwa and the Diocese of 

Mishamikoweesh  ~ 
 

We have applied to the New England Company for funding to grow our Indigenous ministry and to complete 

our Indigenous Sacred Circle in the west Chancel. 

 

I would like to have the gospel proclaimed in Cree on a monthly basis and to have one of our Indigenous 

lay readers say a Dismissal in Cree before Deacon Anne has given the Dismissal in English. 

 

The Anglican Church, the Diocese of Algoma, and Archbishop Anne are deeply committed to building 

bridges of love and understanding with our indigenous brothers and sisters. 

 



Thunder Bay has the highest proportion of Indigenous people in all of Canada and that proportion is 

expected to increase.  I am thankful that many of these people are Christians, and many are Anglicans, and 

desire to be part of a Christian community.  Thank you for living the biblical command to “love one another 

as I have loved you” (John 13: 34). 

 

We will continue to support Bishop Lydia through baptisms and confirmations at St. Paul’s.  One of the annual 

highlights is the Cree service at the beginning of December.  The service is part of the ‘Cree Jamboree.’ 

 

I would like to explore the possibility of partnering Indigenous and non-indigenous people together.  We 

could begin by seeing who might be interested and then arrange informal one-on-one meetings at Coffee 

time, followed by opportunities to visit in each other’s homes. 

 

 Increase our prayer time and come to worship to be replenished. 
                                       

May we come to church to be filled up with the spring of grace that connects us with our eternal life, and 

then head out to give the water of refreshment to others.  (from John 4: 14). 

 

 In Conclusion 

 

We are bound together as the body of Christ.  We each have a unique way of interpreting the world.  These are 

gifts that we can bring to build the Kingdom of God, together, in unity and in harmony (Romans 12: 16). 

 

May we practice giving others the benefit of the doubt and 

appreciate their strivings with courtesy and gentleness. 

  

I hope and I pray that we bring the Lord into all of our 

accomplishments, hopes, and challenges this year.  I hope and I 

pray that you and your loved ones are filled with the Holy 

Spirit throughout 2019. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted in the praise of God, 

 

Deborah+   
 

The Venerable Deborah Hope Kraft 

                  B.Sc., MBA, B.Th., MTS 

Rector of St. Paul’s 

Archdeacon of Thunder Bay-North Shore 

 
 

 
 

 

Our “Happy Rector & Archdeacon” enjoys a sweet 
summer treat at our June Parish Picnic.  And it’s 

even her favourite colour!  [pink]   


