
 

 
My Sermon from last Sunday December 13, 2020 ‘Advent 3:  JOY’  ~  “The Gift of JOY!” 

 

I speak to you in the name of our God of JOY, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Today is the third Sunday of Advent and traditionally the colour for this Sunday is PINK.  Today I am 

privileged to wear a pink stole and a pink chasuble.  Although pink is my favourite colour, I am 

wearing pink to remind us of the JOY that comes from turning to God.   

 

This Sunday is known by the Latin name of 

“GAUDETE” (3 syllables, pronounced 

“gow-da-tay”) which means “Rejoice!”  

Rejoice means to be JOYFUL.  Our Bible 

readings this morning have a tone of 

celebration.  God’s spirit is upon the 

prophet Isaiah.  Pilgrims are travelling to 

Jerusalem singing aloud a ‘song of ascents’ 

that is a song of JOY, a song of rejoicing.  

The word JOY is mentioned 3 times in this 

short psalm of only 6 verses.  John the  

 

Baptist is letting the people know that the Lord 

is near: ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 

 

“Joy” is a Christian gift that is different from 

“happiness.”  JOY comes from that spring of 

water in our hearts that flows to God JOY is 

the abundance of grace that comes from 

turning to Jesus.  Jesus gives us JOY even in 

the midst of our sufferings. 

 

That is why James could write this in his letter 

that is preserved in the New Testament: 

 

“My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, 

consider it nothing but JOY.”   (James 1: 2) 

 

JOY is not dependent upon the circumstances as to what is going on 

in our lives.  Anxiety, depression, COVID-19, family struggles, illness.  

JOY comes to us as an Advent gift, when we are not thinking about 

it, when all we have to do is to turn our hearts to God. 

 

C.S. Lewis wrote an autobiography of his early life and his conversion 

to Christianity in 1931.  He titled the book, Surprised by Joy.  He 

confirms that JOY is received by turning to Christ.  In the book, he 

writes that JOY is different from happiness and from pleasure.  Joy is 

never in our power, and pleasure and happiness often are. 

 

C.S. Lewis based the title of his autobiography on the poem 



“Surprised by JOY,” written by William Wordsworth after his 3 year old daughter Catherine died in 1812.  

Wordsworth begins his poem with his desire to share his joy with little Catherine, but knows he can’t. 

 

Here is the whole poem for the readers of The Ambassador: 

 

Surprised by joy — impatient as the Wind 

I turned to share the transport – Oh! with whom 

But Thee, long buried in the silent Tomb, 

That spot which no vicissitude can find? 

Love, faithful love, recalled thee to my mind – 

But how could I forget thee? – Through what power, 

Even for the least division of an hour, 

Have I been so beguiled as to be blind 

To my most grievous loss! –  That thought’s return 

Was the worst pang that sorrow ever bore, 

Save one, one only, when I stood forlorn, 

Knowing my heart’s best treasure was no more; 

That neither present time, nor years unborn 

Could to my sight that heavenly face restore. 

 

The poet Wordsworth was locked in grief, intense grief, but he was still surprised by JOY. 

 

St. Paul gives us this blessing near the end of his letter to Christians in Rome: 

 

“May the God of hope fill you with all JOY and peace in believing.”  (Romans 15: 13) 

 

We can have JOY in the tough times.  Paul sang and rejoiced when 

he was in prison.  Not because he was in prison, but because he knew 

the risen Christ.  We can rejoice that we are connected together in 

spite of COVID.  We can rejoice that our church family is here to 

support us, uphold us, and pray for us.  I don’t know what I would 

do without Jesus working through you to uphold and support me.  

We rejoice that God is here with us, in the church and at home.   

 

This JOY is an early Christmas present from God for each of us.  It is a 

‘fruit of the Spirit,” along with love and peace:   

 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, JOY, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” 

 

(Galatians 5: 22) 

 

My deepest desire for you for 

Christmas this year?  . . .  

That you are surprised by JOY! 

 

I will let Mother Teresa have the last word  ~  

“JOY is Strength.” 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


