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As Ambassadors for Christ, we are called to 

bring our Lord's grace, love, and pace to everyone. 
 

 
~  Friday April 23, 2021  ~ 

 
Congratulations to A 

Lovely Lady  ~ 
 

A few weeks past, on 
Tuesday April 1st, our 

beloved long-time 
St. Paul’s parishioner 

Donna Farrow celebrated 
her 90th Birthday 
[no ‘foolin’]!   

  
Thanks to Donna’s 

daughter Jenn Mead for 
sending us these 

wonderful ‘then and 
now’ photos.  She tells us 
that, although the family 
marked the occasion in a 
less-than-ideal socially 

distanced “Covid-19 kind 
of way” they still felt 

“so blessed to celebrate 
this special birthday.” 

 
What a beautiful example of Archdeacon Deborah’s sermon on ‘Ordinary Resurrection’ ~ 

finding joy in ordinary moments.  [See #3 inside for more . . .] 
 

“Ambassador for Christ”  ~  [2 Corinthians 5:20]  ~ 
 

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com   

“The closer we are to the Shepherd, the safer we are from the wolves.”  
 

 
visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca and find us on facebook 

sssttt...   pppaaauuulll’’’sss   
aaannngggllliiicccaaannn   
ccchhhuuurrrccchhh   

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~   
 

He Gives Life To Our Souls!  
On our Friday Morning worship on ZOOM, we have been praying an Easter litany which goes like this: 
 

“Let the voice of God’s praise resound; he gives life to our souls.” 
 
The empty tomb gives us the promise of hope and of our salvation.  The risen Christ gives life to our 
souls.  Isn’t this a beautiful reality of our faith during the Easter season? . . .   
 

World Earth Day 2021  
April 22 was the 51st annual World 
Earth Day and this year’s theme is 
Restore Our Earth.  The focus is on 
natural processes and green 
technologies to restore the world’s 
ecosystems.  The continuing focus is 
on climate change.  As Christians, we 
support World Earth Day and we 
must be active in the restoration of 
the earth.  St. Paul’s switched to 
LED lights a couple of years ago.  We 
recycle and we use our hydro and gas 
sparingly.  We have eliminated one 
of our 2 hot water tanks and I have turned down the heat on the tank to the lowest possible setting.  
 
In our Anglican baptismal promises, this one was added just a few years ago: 
 

Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and respect, sustain, 
and renews the life of the Earth? 
 
I will, with God’s help. 

 
This promise ties in directly with World Earth Day.  Please do what you can this year to restore our 
earth . . .  Plant a tree.  Buy local food.  Grow your own vegetables.  Walk as much as possible. 
 

My sermon title for this Sunday, April 25, ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’  ~ 
 

“Do You Wanna Be A Sheep?” 
 

 

Editor’s Note:  Did you know that all of 
Archdeacon Deborah’s sermons are also 
archived on our website?  True story!  

Visit stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca to read them any time!   



“TGIF”  ~  9am Friday ‘ZOOM’ / PHONE-IN Morning Prayer 
 
“Thank God it’s Friday!”  Thank the Lord for bringing you 
safely to the close of another week of change and 
challenge; praise the Lord for the blessing of refreshment 
the weekend brings; ask the Lord to strengthen you for the 
week ahead. 
 
Worship from the comfort of home by ZOOM or PHONE. 
Deborah Kraft is inviting you to a scheduled ZOOM: 
 
SAME LINK each Friday!  CLICK BELOW ~ 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866  
 Topic:  Morning Prayer with the Parish 
 Time:   Every Friday Morning at 9 am 
 Meeting ID:  822 0869 8866 

OR Dial any one of these numbers  ~  
  1-[204]-272-7920        1-[438]-809-7799        1-[587]-328-1099 

 
      Meeting ID:  822 0869 8866 

 

Rector’s SPRING BOOK STUDY HAS BEGUN on ‘ZOOM’  
I am excited to I invite you to join me in my Easter season book 
study!  4 classes beginning Wednesday, April 21 on ‘ZOOM’ from 
7:00 to 8:00 pm. 
  
“Love makes it possible to disagree on bedrock convictions and 
yet stay in a relationship.” From Bishop Michael Curry’s book, 
“LOVE IS THE WAY”  pg. 200 
  
My sister-in-law sent me this 2020 book, written by Bishop Curry. 
He is Presiding Bishop of the American Episcopal Church and he 
preached at Prince Harry & Meghan’s royal wedding.  Bishop Curry 
writes about the radical love of Jesus that transforms the world and 
brings us hope.  The book is an easy and enjoyable read.  

  Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81414437926 
 

Meeting ID:  814 1443 7926 
 
We looked at the first 3 chapters this week.  Please contact me at 
stpauls.rector@shaw.ca if you are not yet registered but would 
like to join us and I will give you the next assignment.  Love and blessings during this Easter season! 
 

Our Sunday Morning LIVESTREAMS ARE HERE FOR YOU!  
We are continuing to live-stream both our 10:00 am Morning 
Prayer Service and 11:30 am Children’s Service during the 
current restrictions.  Please join us for worship on YouTube / 

         St. Paul’s Media until our in-person worship resumes 
 

Office Closed During LockDown But WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!  
Our Church Office is still closed to public traffic until restrictions 
are lifted, but we are still here and still available to address your 
questions, requests, or concerns.  We’ll be busy checking messages 
and emails and working behind the scenes to bring you the 
livestreams and keep you updated. 
 
You are most welcome to email myself (stpauls.rector@shaw.ca) or 
call us at 622-4945 (office messages) or 624-7161 (Rector’s cell). 

watch live or ANYTIME on 

St. Paul’s Media 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866
mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca


Healing Prayer AVAILABLE VIA OUR ‘PARISH PRAYER CHAIN’  
Although healing prayer is no longer offered at in-person services, you 
are welcome to make a confidential Prayer Request through our 
Prayer Chain ministry.  The dedicated parishioners who are part of this 
confidential ministry offer up the names they receive in prayer 
continually throughout the day.  Call/Text LayReader Sandra Rejall at 
629-3431 to leave a name; give as little or as much info as you wish.  
“Are any among you sick?  They should call for the elders of the 

church and have them pray over them.”  (James 5: 14) 
 

Who Would You Like Us To Pray For?  
I value your prayer requests and love including them in our live-
stream service.  Until in-person worship resumes, please email 
me directly (stpauls.rector@shaw.ca) or text me (807-624-7161) 
by Friday evening with your prayer petitions and gratitude 
prayers.  I will include all I receive by 9:00pm.  Thank you! 
 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
 
2.   Mission To Seafarers Annual 
           MEAT SALE Fundraiser  ~ 
 

ORDER SOON to be sure to get your 
favourites.  SALE CLOSES MAY 3rd! 

 
Spring has sprung at last . . .  Show 
your BBQ how much you missed it over 
the winter with some delish grill-ables 
from European Meats!  Support local 
business and the Mission To Seafaers. 

 
Thank you for helping us to help seafarers.  Happy grilling! 
 
Dorothy Piccinin, for Mission To SeaFarers 

CALL  DOROTHY PICCININ 

344-0004 

or email her @ 

dpiccinin@tbaytel.net 
 

pay by cheque or 

e-transfer  ~  easy! 
 

Orders must be placed by 
MONDAY MAY 3 

Delivery WEDNESDAY MAY 12 
[ask for details] 

 
For more information contact 

Mission to Seafarers 

@ 344-8241 

or visit missiontoseafarers.ca/ 

thunderbay 

mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca
mailto:dpiccinin@tbaytel.net


 

 
3.    My Sermon from Sunday April 18, 202,1 Easter 3  ~  “Ordinary Resurection”   
 

I speak to you in the name of the risen Christ.  Amen. 

 

Did you know that there is an Orthodox tradition that involves telling jokes, especially jokes about death, 

on the day before Easter, on Holy Saturday?  This tradition is to remind us that God had the last laugh on 

Easter and defeated the power of darkness and death so we would have, through faith, eternal life. 

   

I am not comfortable telling you any of these jokes about death as I do not wish to trivialize death, 

especially since many people have died of COVID-19 and we have not been able to have funeral services 

for parishioners who have passed away since the pandemic began.  

  

The English journalist of the 20
th
 century Malcom Muggeridge was committed to communism before he 

went to Russia during the 1930s.  He wanted to write an article about the decline of religion under 

communism.  He started to do research for his story by attending worship services.  He happened to be 

in Russia during the Easter season.   

 

At the beginning of the service the priest said, “Alleluia! Christ is risen,” and the people shouted back, 

“The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia!”  And the reason why we still proclaim “The Lord is risen indeed” at 

the beginning of all of our services during the 7 week Easter season is because these are the words that 

the 2 people on the road back to Emmaus said to the risen Christ when they were walking home on the 

road with him.  They did not know that the man they were walking with was Jesus risen from the dead.  

They said to him, “The Lord is risen indeed.” 

 

Muggeridge looked into the worshippers’ faces and instantly realized that they were right and that Stalin 

was wrong.  Muggeridge later said it was the reality of their joy that turned him towards the risen Christ.  

The reality of Christian joy is compelling! 

 

I love the Easter season particularly after 

the penitence of Lent.  Every week we 

give thanks for the gift of the resurrection 

and for the reality that without the 

resurrection there would be no church.  

No resurrection. No Christianity.  That is 

why St. Paul focuses only on the 

resurrection, and not on the birth, of 

Jesus.  And Paul says it best: 

 

“If Christ has not been raised, your faith 

is futile.”  (1 Corinthians 15:17) 

 

The Gospel of Luke only includes 2 

resurrection appearances.  Both are powerful.  One is what I have already mentioned:   The risen Christ 

talks and walks with the 2 people on the Road to Emmaus and the other one is a post-resurrection 

appearance to the believers in the Upper Room in Jerusalem.  That 2
nd

 appearance is our gospel passage 

appointed for this 3
rd
 Sunday of Easter. 

 

Jesus stands among his disciples in the upper room.  He begins by saying, “Peace be with you.”   The 

believers think he is a ghost and so Jesus shows them his hands and his feet which still have the wounds 

from being nailed to the cross.  Then he invites them to touch him.  The disciples have many emotions  ~  

joy, fear, disbelief and wonder.  Jesus then eats some fish in their presence and continues to speak with 

 



 

them about how he has fulfilled the prophecies of the scripture about the Messiah. 

 

Now, if the risen Christ were suddenly in bodily form in front of me right now, I might expect him to 

levitate himself or walk on water or heal everyone in the hospital.  I would also like to ask him many 

questions such as: 

 

‘What is heaven really like?’  Or, ‘How did it feel to be resurrected?’  Or, ‘When will the pandemic 

end?’  Or, ‘What is going to happen with climate change?’  Or, ‘Will there ever be world peace?’ 

 

The risen Christ doesn’t do any of the above.  In fact, in all of the resurrection appearances he does 

ordinary things, ordinary actions.  The risen Christ does not need to be transfigured on top of a 

mountain or raise people from the dead and feed thousands. 

 

Here are some of the ordinary moments: 

 

 With Mary Magdalene, the risen Christ is walking in the garden and enjoying the morning air. 

 

 With the 2 in Emmaus, he stays with them for dinner. 

 

 With the disciples in the upper room, he touches them and they touch him. 

 

 On the shores of the Sea of Galilee, he cooks breakfast and eats fish. 

 

It is in the ordinary 

moments of our 

lives where we 

discover the risen 

Christ, and we 

discover the power 

of the resurrection 

to bless us and 

transform us.  

 

 I walked to the church with our dog Wally twice last 

week.  The walk takes me 1 hour and 15 minutes.  On 

foot, I am able to observe and enjoy ordinary moments 

in people’s 

ordinary lives.  I 

enjoyed watching people sit on a park bench, hang out laundry, 

rake their front yards, drink a morning cup of coffee outside, 

wait at a bus stop, pick up garbage before entering the dentist’s 

office where they work, or go through the drive-thru at Tim’s.  

With every step I took, all 9,800 of them, I thanked God for the 

gift of resurrection life.  I celebrated the connection between my feet and the earth, or rather, pavement.  

 

The risen Christ still had lessons for us.  He taught us that it is in the simple everyday tasks of our ordinary 

lives that we draw close to him.  It is in smiling at a friend on ZOOM.  It is in preparing a tasty salad for 

lunch.  It is in squeezing that avocado and finding out that it is perfectly ripe.  It is in receiving a birthday 

card with a little money enclosed.  It is in taking in our vehicle to have the winter tires removed with the 

knowledge that spring is really coming.  It is in watching the tulips start to grow.   

 

This is a lesson for life, for a meaningful life, for a rich life, for a fulfilling life, for a joyful life.  Look for 



the resurrection in every encounter you have.  These ordinary moments then move to the extraordinary 

reality that God is truly with us, in us and we live in him.  Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
  

4.    My Sermon from Sunday April 11, 2021, ‘Easter 2’  ~  “The 3 Hallmarks of The 
                                                                                                                          Christian Community” 
 

I speak to you in the name of the Risen Christ.  Amen. 

 

Years ago while visiting friends in Ottawa, I experienced my first and my last minor earthquake.  I 

remember how frightening it was to be sitting in their family room and feeling the earth shake 

underneath my feet.  Fortunately, it didn’t last very long and we were all OK. 

 

The biblical book of Acts is in the New Testament and follows the 4 Gospels.  This book is a narrative of 

the growth and development of the early Christian Church.   

 

Our passage selected for this 2
nd

 Sunday of Easter 

is about the early Christian community in 

Jerusalem.  The believers would gather together 

and we are told that the Holy Spirit shook the 

place where they are gathered.  That must have 

been awesome and we read in the 4
th
 chapter of 

the Book of Acts that this action made the 

believers speak with boldness.  Talk about being 

shaken up for the Easter gospel!   

 

This is the first and most important hallmark of 

any Christian community  ~  then and now  ~  

the Hallmark of the HOLY SPIRIT.  The boldness 

comes from experiencing the power of the risen Christ.  The disciples were able to touch him and eat 

with him, as the risen Christ had a physical body.  After his Ascension the Holy Spirit was sent to the 

believers to empower them in boldness for ministry. 

 

This earliest pocket of Christianity developed in Jerusalem under the leadership of the apostles, including 

Peter and John, and it began with a ‘utopian’ experiment.  The believers (they weren’t called “Christians” 

yet but “Followers of the Way”) shared their money and their possessions  ~  “everything they owned 

was held in common.”  (Acts 4:32).  The apostles would witness the realities of the resurrection and 

grace was upon all.  No one had any needs, as people sold their properties  ~  their homes and their 

lands  ~  and gave the money to the apostles who distributed the funds to those in need.  One man, 

(named Joseph, given the nickname ‘Barnabus’ which means “encourager”) sold a field that he owned on 

the Island of Cyprus and gave the money to the apostles.  Later on, Barnabus would play a significant 

role in Paul’s ministry and Barnabus is credited with planting Christian communities in Cyprus. 

 

One disturbing episode about this community sharing is recorded in the 5
th
 chapter of the Book of Acts 

and follows our reading for this morning.  A married couple, Ananias (pronounced “An-nan-eye-as”) and 

Sapphira (“Saff-eye-ra”) sold a piece of their property and gave a portion of it to the apostles.  They lied 

about the amount given and both Ananias and Sapphira said they gave all the proceeds for ministry: 

“Yes, that was the price.”  

 

Peter becomes very upset and tells them that they were under no compulsion to either sell all the property 

or give all the proceeds to do the work of God.  However, they must always tell the truth.  Peter calls their 

 



 

actions, their lies, a sin against the Spirit of the Lord.  The result of their deceit was heavy upon Ananias and 

Sapphira, and the stress sent each of them into heart failure.  Both Ananias and Sapphira died.  

 

This story stresses the importance of the 2
nd

 hallmark of any Christian community then and now, the 

Hallmark of TRUTH.  The community is built upon trust and truth-telling, and not lying to make oneself 

look good.  That is sadly what Ananias and Sapphira did. 

 

What about communal living?  To this day, 2,000 years later, certain types of communities work and 

flourish under communal living and sharing.  For Christians, this works best with celibate men and 

women in monasteries and in convents.  It seems easier to share everything when one isn’t raising 

children or maintaining an intimate and personal relationship.  The sisters at the Anglican convent in 

Toronto, the Sisterhood of St. John the Divine, live by the vows of poverty, celibacy, and chastity.  The 

sisters share their pensions and a joint community budget is developed every year and includes projected 

expenses, for example, prescription glasses.  Donated clothing is pooled in a clothing room and that is 

where the sisters go ‘shopping.’   

 

For the past one hundred years, Israel has experimented with community living through the “kibbutz.”  

Originally, all meals were shared together and children were raised together and did not even eat meals 

with their parents.  Today, it is different.  

Most children on a kibbutz share their 

evening and morning meal with their parents 

and sleep at home.  On one of our 

pilgrimages to Israel, we went and visited a 

Finnish kibbutz and found the atmosphere 

and the food comfortable, life-giving and 

wonderful. 

 

In Canada’s History magazine for May 2021, 

there is an interesting article about a utopian 

Finnish co-operative on BC’s  

 

Malcolm Island.  Malcolm Island is off the 

north-east coast of Vancouver Island.  The 

communal community was called Sointula, 

which means "Place of Harmony," and was 

established in 1901 by immigrants from 

Finland.  The community was founded on 

 

socialist principles.  Here are some actual 

photos of Sointula. 

 

The vision was beautiful.  It was to be a place 

of true harmony, free from the evils of religion, 

self-centredness and capitalism.  Churches, 

alcohol and tobacco would not be allowed. 



The community failed just a few years later by 

1905.  Why?  Women wished to raise their own 

children and the community went into huge 

debt and people were not able to be housed, 

clothed, and fed properly.  The magazine article 

concludes:  “it was a romantic idea doomed to 

failure by human nature, a noble experiment in 

solidarity among working people…  The 

uptopian dreamers who came to the wilderness 

of Malcolm Island could not truthfully realize 

their ideals.  The original colony was made up of 

people who were innovative, progressive, and 

willing to work.” 

 

Communal Christian communities did not last outside of monastic orders.  I think this is a good thing.  I 

like my own kitchen and my own bathroom. I am happy to share with guests but to never have anything 

that is just mine would be really difficult. 

 

However, the 3
rd
 hallmark of the Christian community then and now has remained the same  ~  the 

Hallmark of GENEROSITY. 

   

Everything we have comes from God.  Our ability to earn money comes from God so we share it to 

bring heaven here on earth and to make the world a better place.  That is why we are committed to 

tithing at St. Paul’s.  Did you know that more people are giving 10% of their monthly take-home income 

to the parish to do the Lord’s work?  I must tell you that, from my experience, as the money is given 

from the top of my household income and not the bottom, I do not miss it.  We have learned to live 

without it.  I like the 10% because it is not a set amount but is based on a person’s financial resources.  I 

am committed to after-tax tithing and not before tax tithing.   

 

Now to be clear, to be a member of St. Paul’s, tithing is not required.  We will never, ever ask to look at 

your income tax return!  Your giving amount and the reason why and how much you give is between 

you and God.  I don’t like ‘pledge campaigns’ and you will not receive a phone call from a Warden 

asking you how much you plan to give the church this year.   

 

St. Paul writes that “God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)  We are called to be abundant givers 

because of the “indescribable gift” of our salvation that God has so freely given to us. 

 

Now, Christian communities have made plenty of mistakes over the years in encouraging people to try 

tithing.  I don’t even like ‘stewardship campaigns’!  I am a proponent of discipleship growth and 

formation. 

 

Here are 5 statements that I think should never be said when encouraging people to give more money to 

their church: 

 

1. “You can’t take it with you.”  True but it sure is nice to leave an inheritance to your 

children, a close friend or a favourite charity. 

 

2. “Jesus gave 100% but you won’t give 10%?”  Guilt does not motivate anyone to give. 

 

3. “Look at all the money you spend on your monthly wifi bill.”  I am sorry but I don’t want 

God to be unhappy when I enjoy my favourite Netflix series.  These comparisons just 

don’t work.  You will not receive a letter from St Paul’s that says this, “For the daily price 

of your latte from Starbucks, you can match this donation for the church.” 

 



4. “You will receive blessings and prosperity if you give.”  There is no guarantee about this.  

It is not a cause and effect relationship.  I don’t give to buy grace.  Giving won’t take 

away the challenges of our lives.  Tithing won’t protect us from illness or suffering or 

dying. 

 

5. “God will love you more if you give more.”  Nonsense!  God loves us unconditionally 

whether we are generous or not. 

 

6. “Give until it hurts.”  Are you kidding?!  This is not my pilates class where I know that 

the discomfort will make me stronger. 

 

So why tithe then?  I asked some people this week 

why they give and here is what they said: 

 

 “It just feels right.” 

 

 “It feels good.” 

 

 “I don’t know any other way to live.” 

 

 “I want to support God’s work.” 

 

 “Everything I have comes from God anyways 

so why not give something back?” 

 

 “I love the big income tax refund I get back 

every spring.” 

 

 “I believe in the people and the ministry.” 

 

 “It is one of my forms of spiritual discipline.” 

 

 “It is my thank-offering back to God.” 

 

Ultimately this is up to you.  My prayer this day?  That the 3 Hallmarks of The Christian Community 

resonate in your heart and in your mind. 

 

Hallmark 1 ~ The Hallmark of The HOLY SPIRIT:  We must be powered by God, by the Holy Spirit.  We 

must be shaken up and speak with boldness.  We need spiritual earthquakes. 

 

Hallmark 2 ~The Hallmark of TRUTH:  We don’t lie.  We tell the truth and are authentic and vulnerable 

with each other. 

 

Hallmark 3 ~ The Hallmark of GENEROSITY:  Even though we don’t share all things in common, we are 

a loving and a blessed community of generous Christians.  

 

There is no other way I wish to live.  Powered by the Holy Spirit.  Speaking the truth and reaching out 

with the hands of the risen Christ.  Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 

  
5.    E-Transfer:  stpaulsanglicanchurch@outlook.com  ~ 
 
More and more people are making their offering/tithes through 
e-transfers.  The money is immediately deposited into the church 
bank account and you will receive your charitable receipt for what 
you contributed next February 2022.  During the first 3 weeks of 
April, the church has received over $ 3,000 in e-transfers. 

mailto:stpaulsanglicanchurch@outlook.com


   
THANK YOU one and all for all the ways you give (EOP, envelopes, CanadaHelps, e-transfers, 
mailed cheques) to support the body of Christ at St. Paul’s. 

 
 
6.    The Last Laugh  ~   “A cheerful heart is 
                                       good medicine.” 
 
                                       [Proverbs 7:22]   

                                                             
 
 
 

“All You 
Need 

Is 
Faith 
. . .” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
May God, in the words of the 

psalmist, 
“restore our souls”! 
Have a blessed week, 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector & Archdeacon” 

 


