
 
 

My Sermon from last Sunday April 19, 2020 ‘2nd Sunday of Easter’  ~  “A Living Hope” 
 

I speak to you during this Easter season in the name of the Risen Christ.  Amen. 

 

Many people around the world have been stockpiling certain imperishables during this pandemic of 

COVID19  –  for example, toilet paper and cleaning supplies have even been hoarded by people.  In 

Italy, pasta has been flying off the shelves and in the United States, firearms and ammunition have 

been stockpiled.   

 

What are some of the products that you keep in your home that you know last a long time?  Here’s 

some food items that I am thinking about:  Peanut butter, nuts, vitamins, granola bars, cans of tuna, 

dried fruit, and yes, bags of pasta. 

 

Do any of these products last forever?  Unfortunately not.  Nothing in our world today is truly 

imperishable.  I was looking at my kitchen table the other day.  It has lasted through the raising of 

four Kraft children and many decades of heavy and daily use.  The table is made of wood and its 

pedestal piece now has lots of chunks missing and places where the oak stain has worn off.  My 

favourite winter boots have a seam that is coming apart and they are most certainly not 

imperishable! 

 

Probably the closest object that I have to imperishable is my grandmother Muriel’s engagement ring.  

She received it in the early 1920’s.  But is it truly imperishable?  No, the gold is worn very thin and I 

had to replace the diamond as the setting became loose and I lost the original stone. 

   

Now, when the apostle Peter wrote his first letter of Peter to Christians in ‘Asia Minor’ (now Turkey) 

around 64 AD, he wasn’t thinking about the stockpiling of toilet paper or bottled water.  But he was 

thinking about tough times, as Christians were already facing martyrdom by the Romans. 

   

Peter writes a letter of hope to these early Christians and he acknowledges that these men and 

women of faith have experienced (in his words) “various trials”  (1 Peter 1: 6). 

 

Right at the beginning of this letter, right after the opening salutations of “may grace and peace be 

yours in abundance,”  Peter writes that as Christians, we have been given “a new birth into a living 

hope.”    And 

through our faith in 

the risen Christ, we 

have an inheritance 

that is truly 

imperishable. 

   

A living hope.  We 

are a risen people.  

We are a people of 

hope.  And even 

though we are 

experiencing the real 

struggle of family 

members in long-

term care homes, 

self-isolation, social 
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distancing and lost income and jobs, we are truly “protected by the power of God through faith.”   

 

Peter’s words are as living and as relevant as they were nearly 2000 year ago.  We rejoice in this 

living hope, our Lord Jesus.  We believe in him.  We “rejoice with an indescribably and glorious joy.”   

 

As Peter continues on with his letter, Peter might have been remembering how he reacted when he 

heard that the tomb was empty.  He remembered how he and John, along with Mary Magdalene, 

ran to the tomb and he believed.  

  

On that first Easter, Peter, along with all the other disciples except for Thomas, were able to speak 

with the risen Christ in the upper room in Jerusalem and to see the wounds in his hands and his side. 

 

We are now remembering 

that second Sunday in 

Easter, the time when 

Thomas was back in the 

upper room and Thomas 

clearly told his friends that 

he would not believe that 

Christ was risen until he too 

had seen and touched the 

wounds in Christ’s body. 

 

I have always found it 

fascinating that the risen 

Christ’ body carried the 

wounds from the nails and 

from the spear thrust into his 

side by the Roman soldiers.  

  

The risen Christ does appear and asks Thomas to touch him.  Then, Thomas believes and Jesus says 

that when we believe without having the opportunity of the disciples to touch the risen Christ, to see 

the risen Christ, and to speak with the risen Christ, we are truly blessed. 

 

Over 3 decades later, Peter recalled the words of his risen Saviour and stressed that: 

We have not seen him, and yet we love him, 

and we believe in him, 

and we rejoice in him. 

 

During this tough time in the world today, we hold on to our imperishable inheritance and we are 

blessed by that living hope.   

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 


