
 
 

My Sermon from last Sunday May 26, 2019   ~  “The Power of a Dream” 
 

Through the written word and through the spoken word,                                                                                        

may we know your living word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

The Bible is filled with stories of people receiving prophecies and messages from God in dreams.  

Remember Joseph dreaming of greatness and of the wheat sheaves bowing down before him.  

Think about the prophet Samuel who was called to ministry as a prophet in a dream by God when 

Samuel was a young boy.  Daniel had amazing dreams about the 4 beasts of the end times.  Joseph 

had dreams from God in which he was told to take Mary as his wife and then, after Jesus was born, 

to escape into Egypt. 

 

I wish my dreams were prophetic and special messages from God but, sadly, they are not.  On 

Friday night, I had this dream:  I was worshipping at St. Michael’s and when I went up for 

communion I noticed something new in the church.  There was a raised stainless steel track about a 

foot off the ground, just inside the communion rail.  Running on the track was a single locomotive, 

no other cars, just this single engine.  The track was solid and smooth with raised rounded edges to 

keep the engine from falling off.  The track went in a large circle all around the sanctuary.  On the 

way back from communion, I went to sit with my husband Jouni near the back of the church.  I 

looked at the time and noticed that I was wearing 3 watches  ~  my own Swiss Army watch plus 

Jouni’s dress Omega watch (a grad gift from his parents) and, on my right arm, my Gucci watch (a 

gift from my parents).  Jouni said that he put the watches on my arm when I wasn’t looking.  What 

does this dream mean?  I have no idea.  Maybe I was going to be late for church this morning . . . 

 

What do you dream about?  Once or twice a year, I will dream about this type of situation.  For 

example, I will dream that I am about to write a university exam but I never studied and I never 

attended a single class.  Or I will dream that I am about to start a church service and can’t find my 

vestments and don’t have a sermon prepared.  These are dreams of anxiety and perhaps you have 

had similar ones. 

 

During the whole Easter season, from Easter Sunday until Pentecost, we read about the growth of the 

early Christian church.  This development is recorded by Luke in the Book of Acts in the New 

Testament.  Luke was a physician 

who travelled with Paul on some 

of his missionary trips. 

 

Our passage for today from Acts 

16 is about a dream of the apostle 

Paul.  Paul is on his 2nd 

missionary journey with Timothy 

and Silas and Luke.  He is 

travelling around Asia Minor 

(Turkey) and he has a dream.  In 

his dream, a man from 

Macedonia (Greece) is “pleading 

with him and saying, ‘Come over 

to Macedonia and help us.’”  

(Acts 16: 9).  What is Paul’s 

response to this dream?  He takes 

it very seriously and immediately 



decides to leave for northern Greece by ship.  He is now convinced that he must proclaim the good 

news of the gospel to Europeans.  This dream is important and Paul acts upon it. 

 

Above is a mosaic of Paul’s dream.  This mosaic is in an outdoor square in the Greek town of Beroea. 

 

He travels to northern Greece and goes to Philippi where he baptizes a businesswoman named 

Lydia and her entire household. 

   

Paul knows that he is not alone.  He has the power of the Holy Spirit what Jesus calls the guide, the 

helper, the Advocate.  The Greek word is ‘paraclete’  (from John 14:16).  The word ‘paraclete’ 

means ‘called to our side’ and ‘comes alongside.’  God has been called to our side.  God walks 

beside us to guide us, and help us. 

 

We have just returned, along with 20 other 

people mainly from this parish (below), from a 

pilgrimage to Italy.  We spent most of our 10 

days in Rome and were accompanied by a 

knowledgeable tour leader named Ben and a 

tour guide named Susanna.  We did many 

walking tours and on most days we walked over 

20,000 steps.  Several people had ‘fitbits’ so this 

is how we knew the total number of steps taken. 

   

Susanna and Ben would walk alongside us.  They 

taught us and made the history of the apostle 

Paul and the history of the Romans come alive 

for us.  They kept us all safe.  They kept us from 

getting lost on the twisty streets.  They showed us 

sites that we would never have discovered on 

our own:    The prison of Mamertine (below) 

 

 where Paul was sent just before he 

was executed outside of the city 

walls.  The Coliseum.  The best 

coffee in 

Rome!  The 

best cannoli 

in Rome! 

(right)   

 

The best 

shopping on 

the Isle of 

Capri.  Three magnificent paintings by Caravaggio in a church (next page).  The 

church built over the house where Paul was under house arrest for 2 years 

when he was in Rome (above, top).  The Coliseum (again).  The Arch of 



Constantine.  The ‘Alexamenos graffito’ that I 

preached about on Good Friday.  The buried city 

of Herculaneum (below) . . . 

 

They were outstanding guides and I will never 

forget them.  Susanna has 2 PhDs in church history 

and she likes being a tour guide in between her 

university teaching. 

     

Whether my dreams are from God or not, I do know that I need the assistance of the Holy Spirit, 

the encourager, the comforter, the helper, the ultimate guide for my life.  May God always come 

alongside us and walk with us.  And if you feel that you have been given a dream from God, then 

may God bless you with the faith and the courage of Paul to act upon it. 

 

Remember the man from Macedonia and Paul’s dream.  “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  

 

Amen.  

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 

Caravaggio’s painting  “St. Matthew and the Angel” 
(1602), Church of S. Luigi dei Francesi, in Rome. 

 


