
 
 

My Sermon from last Sunday November 18, 2018  ‘26th after The Day of Pentecost’   ~ 
 

“Are We There Yet?” 
 

Speak Lord your servants are listening.  Amen. 
 
The news is full of disturbing issues.  The wildfires in California that have destroyed the town of 
Paradise.  Hundreds of people dead.  ‘Brexit’ and the challenges of negotiating a deal between 
Britain and the rest of the EU.  The Crown prince of Saudi Arabia requesting the assassination of 
journalist Khashoggi.  The bullying and assault scandal at St. Michael’s boys’ school in Toronto. 
 
Do these signs of violence between peoples, nations, and natural disasters indicate the end times 
that Jesus is talking about with 4 of his disciples?  The ‘end times.’  The time when Christ will 
return.  The ‘second coming.’ 
 
Jesus is sitting on the Mount of Olives with 4 of his disciples  ~  Peter, James, John, and Andrew.  
The Mount of Olives is outside the city of Jerusalem and offers a bird’s eye view of the old city of 
Jerusalem.  The disciples are concerned.  In an earlier conversation with many of Jesus’ followers, 
Jesus looked at the many buildings that were part of the massive temple on Mount Zion, and said 
that everything would be destroyed and all the stones thrown down.  I can only imagine what the 
disciples were thinking:  ‘This temple is one of the largest structures on earth.  When and how 
will it be destroyed?’  
 
It was only later in a private conversation that Peter, James, John, and Andrew had the courage to 
ask Jesus for some specifics: 
 

‘Jesus, when is this going to happen?  How will we know when it is going to happen? 
 What will the signs be?’ 

 
Jesus very clearly does not answer the question and goes on to speak, not about the upcoming 
destruction of the temple, but about the ‘end times’ and the ‘second coming’ of the son of man.  
 
Why doesn’t Jesus answer the question?  We do not know.  Is it because he doesn’t feel the 
disciples are ready for the answer?  Perhaps Jesus doesn’t want them to get distracted from 
focusing on the gospel?  From the lessons about how to live and how to love?  
 
When our children were little we went on a lot of car trips.  We started with a station wagon in the 
80’s and moved up to a van.  As soon as we were barely outside of the city limits, they would 
immediately ask “Are we there yet?”  We couldn’t tell a 3 year old that we had 700 more km to 
drive that day.  We would say that soon we would be at a rest stop and they could get outside to 
run around and have a snack.  As the children got older and more mature, they came to understand 
distance and time.  In those days, there were paper maps.  No navigation apps.  No voice saying to 
‘turn right in 800 metres.’ 
 
What Jesus does is to give disturbing information about the future.  There will be false prophets.  
People who will lead you astray.  People who will claim to be God.  People who will say, “I am he.”   
 
Our gospel ends today at verse 8 in the 13th chapter of the gospel of Mark.  Jesus goes on to paint 
a frightening picture of persecution, of suffering, of sacrilege.  He ends with a clear directive for 
us to stay alert, to keep awake. 
 
Unlike the 4 disciples (Peter, James, John, and Andrew), we do know what happens.  It is no 



surprise that Jesus was right about the destruction of the temple.  The temple in Jerusalem was 
destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD, and was never rebuilt.  By 72 AD, the Romans had reduced it to 
rubble.  There would be no more coins exchanged, no more animals sacrificed.  It was over. 
 
Before the war, the disciples would not have been able to imagine that such an impressive 
structure could be destroyed.  So when Jesus talks about all the stones being thrown down, it must 
sound to them like he is talking about the end of the world. 
 
The ruins are still there to this day.  The only part of the temple that remains is part of the 
original foundation wall.  This is a holy spot for Jewish people, and they come to this ‘western 
wall’ to pray. 
 
We do not need the temple, the dwelling place of God on earth, as we have the light of Christ, the 
wisdom of the Holy Spirit living within our hearts.   
 
Christ has not yet returned to make things right.  In 2018, we see many signs of struggles on earth, 
political storms, nature storms, interpersonal storms.  But not the end of the age. 
 
Should we live in fear?  Absolutely not.  We have the gift of grace and that leaves us with a 
powerful message of hope.  Jesus tells his 4 disciples that all the troubles are the “beginning of 
the birth pangs.”  (Mark 13:8).  Labour pains.  Pains to set the world right again.  Pains of a new 
beginning.   
 
Over the centuries, some Christians have lived in fear and trepidation and have stopped living and 
enjoying all the wonders of life that God wishes for us to experience.  We must trust in God and 
look to God for hope. 
 
We do not know the answers now and we don’t have to know them.  What we must do right now is 
to remember the words of the risen Christ, “I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
(Matthew 28: 20).   
 
May we all live with grace and righteousness and look to our Lord and Saviour Jesus the Christ, our 
strength and our shield.  Amen. 
 
Archdeacon Deborah + 
 

 


