
 

 Dear Ambassadors, 
 
 Here are 2 knock-knock jokes that I used with the children at the 
11 am Children’s Service: 
 
  “Knock Knock.” 
                  Who’s there? 
  “Nana.”         Nana who? 
  “Nana your business!” 
 
   “Knock Knock.” 
                  Who’s there? 
   “Tank.”         Tank who? 
   “You’re welcome!” 

 

 

My Sermon from last Sunday June 14, 2020 ‘Second Sunday After Penteost’  ~ 
 

  “Hospitality And Promises” 
 

O Lord, through the written word and through the spoken word may we know your Living Word, 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

I am reflecting on the many ways in which God comes to us, and in which we see the hand of God.  

The whirring wings of the hummingbird as she comes to drink at the hummingbird feeder, the strong 

and straight peas growing in my vegetable garden,  the kind word of a stranger, the light and warmth 

in my heart, Wally’s unconditional love, the smell of clothes dried on an outdoor line, and connecting 

with people on the telephone and by ZOOM. 

 

Have you ever connected with God through offering 

hospitality to strangers?  The Book of Hebrews says 

this, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 

for by doing that some have entertained angels 

without knowing it.”  (Hebrews 13:2) 

 

In the Bible, we have the story of Abraham doing just 

that.  And it is an important offering of radical hospitality.  It is the middle of the day when the desert 

sun is the hottest.  Abraham is resting in his tent, away from the hot beating rays of the sun.  Three men 

suddenly appear.  The 

reader is told that they 

are the Lord.  Is one 

man God and the 

other two angels?  

Perhaps the same 

angels who will visit 

Lot in Sodom?  Are 

they 3 angels?  Are 

they all God?  Many 

Christians believe that 

the 3 men represent 

the 3 persons in the 

Holy Trinity ~ the 

Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. 



 

Abraham realizes that these men are divine 

as he runs to meet them and then he bows 

down to the ground in front of them.  

Normally, one would wait for the guests to 

arrive before they were greeted from a 

standing position. 

 

He asks his servant to bring water, so they 

can wash their dusty feet, and then bread.  

Abraham doesn’t stop here with his 

hospitality.  He goes to his wife Sarah and 

asks her to bake cakes for these 3 men.  He 

arranges for the cooking of a young calf.   

 

This is a huge amount of work.  It would be 

like strangers whom we decide are very 

special turning up at our door (in the days 

before COVID-19) and we decide to offer 

them a feast.  Not just the slightly stale half 

loaf of coffee bread that we have on the 

counter and a few digestive cookies and 

some soft blueberries but a real feast.  We 

thaw out the turkey in our freezer and make 

fresh bread and an angel food cake from 

scratch using up all our eggs.  We peel 

potatoes and make a salad with homemade dressing.  We thaw out the shrimp in our freezer, too, 

and offer some appetizers. 

   

Back to Abraham.  When all is prepared, the food including beef, cheese, milk, and cakes is brought 

to the men.  The men eat sitting under a tree while Abraham watches. 

  

Hospitality and then promise.  Recognition that God is with Abraham and then he and Sarah receive 

a very special promise.  One of the men states that Abraham and Sarah will be blessed with a son.  

Sarah is post-menopausal and she laughs out loud.  ‘This is impossible!  We have tried to have 

children for decades and it never happened!’   

 

What a delightful reaction to a promise from God.  Sarah laughs.  She doesn’t really believe the 

promise but she is giddy with the thought, with the possibilities of motherhood coming to her when 

she is elderly.  On occasion my brides and grooms will laugh at their rehearsals or weddings.  It is a 

beautiful sound of promise.  They are filled with the Lord’s JOY! 

 

And does God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah come true?  Yes, for sure.  Abraham and Sarah are 

blessed with a son whom they name Isaac and Isaac will be the father of Jacob who will be the father 

of the 12 tribes of Israel. 

   

Hospitality and promises.  In other words, when we open our hearts to God’s grace, that is when we 

receive the blessings and the promises. Miracles don’t lead to faith.  Faith leads to miracles. 

 

The widow of Zaraphath welcomed the prophet Elijah into her home and offered him hospitality 

before he did the feeding miracle with her and then raised up her son from death. 

 

 



Radical hospitality, unconditional hospitality is a hallmark of Christianity and of Judaism and Islam.  

As disciples of Jesus, we are always looking for opportunities to run to God and to bow down at 

his feet. 

   

We yearn for the promises. And what are they? 

 

Jesus said he would be with us always.  He also said that through faith in him, we receive our 

salvation.  When 2 or 3 are gathered together, I am with you.  When you knock the door shall be 

opened.  His love endures forever.  The Lord cares for those who trust in him.  He gives strength to 

the weary.  When you pass through the water, I will be with you.  Those who seek the Lord lack no 

good thing.  The peace of God which surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

During his 3 years of ministry, Jesus sent out his followers in groups of two to teach, heal, and cure.  

He told them that if they are not welcomed and offered hospitality to then leave  ~  “shake off the 

dust from your feet as you leave that home or town.” 

 

We truly connect with God when we are hospitable 

to strangers: 

 

“for I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 

I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” 
 

(Matthew 25: 35) 

 

We are then giving God room to enter into our 

hearts and lives and to blessed by God’s promises.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 


