
 
 

My Sermon from Sunday October 27, 2019, 20th after Pentecost & “All Hallows”  ~ 
 

“Abundance In Humility” 
 

Through the written word, and through the spoken word, 

may we know your living word, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Some of you may remember when we’ve had ‘army worms’ aka 

‘tent caterpillars’ come around Thunder Bay and destroy all the 

leaves in their path.  It is something we dread and we even refer to 

the tent caterpillars as an ‘invasion.’  When I was the Rector in West 

Thunder Bay, I remember one parishioner, a man named Eddie 

Vibert, doing everything in his power to get rid of what he called 

“the worms.”  He lived in Rosslyn and the caterpillars would climb 

up one side of his home and go down the other.  His entire home 

was covered with caterpillars.  Eddie would hose down the walls of 

his house each and every day and then sit on a lawn chair outside 

of his home and dare those insects to return.  I remember that the 

infestation got so bad that one June day, I was doing a service in 

the cemetery at St. James in Murillo and I wondered why people had stopped listening and were 

looking down at my bare legs which were showing beneath my white alb.  Tent caterpillars were 

moving up from my sandals to my bare ankles.  Who knows where they would have stopped!   

 

However, these tent caterpillars are nothing 

compared to what the Israelites endured several 

hundred years before the birth of Christ.  There 

was a plague of locusts that ruined the country 

and all the crops.  At the beginning of the book 

of Joel, the prophet Joel does a lament about 

the severe plague of locusts.  They ate and 

destroyed everything.  No more grain.  No more 

grapes.  A massive famine in the land.  People 

were starving.  Even the wild animals were 

crying.  There was nothing for animals to graze upon.  No pastures.  The water streams were even 

empty  ~  “Wail . . . for the crops of the field are ruined.  The vine withers, the fig tree droops, 

pomegranate, palm and apple  ~  all the trees of the field are dried up.”  (from Joel 1) 

 

We know very little about the prophet Joel.  We 

don’t know when he lived or when this plague of 

locusts occurred.  What we do know is that Joel begs 

for the people to fast, to repent, and to return to 

God “for he is gracious and merciful.”  (Joel 2:13).  

Joel calls for national fasting, and for the people to 

turn to God in humility and in repentance. 

 

Joel then prophesies that God’s promise of 

abundance will come upon the people.  God will 

pour down rain and all the crops will flourish.  

“You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied and praise 

the name of the Lord your God.”  (Joel 2:26) 



 

There is a beautiful progression in people’s hearts from repentance to God’s gift of abundance and 

then to an outpouring of the Spirit of God. 

 

“I will pour out my spirit on all flesh, your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men 

shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.”  (Joel 2: 28) 

 

Hundreds of years late, the apostle Peter, on the Day of Pentecost, will stand on the steps leading 

up to the temple in Jerusalem.  Peter will quote this prophesy of abundance from Joel.  And Peter 

will end with these powerful words: 

 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  (Joel 2:32, Acts 2:21) 

 

The Book of Joel in the Bible is only 2 chapters long.  Joel moves from the locusts, to repentance 

and humility, and then to abundance. 

 

The gift of abundance follows humility and repentance.  Now, we don’t need to rip our clothes 

and cover ourselves in ashes and walk around in sackcloth but we do need to acknowledge our 

shortcomings and return to God. 

 

That is the theme of the parable that Jesus tells in our gospel this morning (Luke 18: 9-14).  In the 

Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector, Jesus compares 2 men.  One of them is a Pharisee, a 

religious leader, who is reminding God of how great he is.  The second man is a tax collector who is 

beating his breast (a sign of repentance) and asking for God’s mercy  ~ 

   

“God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” (Luke 18:13). 

 

One of the prayers that I like to pray is the ‘Jesus Prayer’: 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.  (It is to be repeated over and over.) 

 

If we look at the life of our beloved Charlene (The Rev. Charlene Scriver who passed away on 

October 21, 2019), she was like the tax collector in terms of her humility. 

 

C.S. Lewis wrote about the delight of humility  ~  this ability to not take ourselves too seriously and 

to laugh at ourselves.  This was a gift that Charlene had.  Humour and humility walk hand in hand.  

We are not the centre of the universe.  That role belongs to God.  Humility doesn’t mean we don’t 

have opinions but humility means that we don’t believe that our opinions are absolute truth.  We 

are willing to change our minds and to be open and flexible.   

 

Here’s what Rick Warren, a Christian author who wrote “The Purpose Driven Life” said about 

humility: 

Humility is not thinking less of yourself, 

it's thinking of yourself less. 

 

Helen Keller said this:  “I long to accomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty to 

accomplish small tasks, as if they were great and noble.” 

 

When we open our hearts to God and pray for God’s mercy, we are opening our lives to God’s 

abundance.  Listen to the words of abundance that Joel uses: 

 

. . .  “Abundant rain” 

. . .  “Full of grain” 

. . .  “Eat in plenty and be satisfied” 



. . .  “God has dealt wondrously with you” 

. . .  “I will pour out my spirit” 

 

For all the locusts, droughts, plagues, destruction, scarcity, fears and anxieties in our lives, we turn 

to the God of mercy in humility and we remember this promise: 

 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 

 


