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As Ambassadors for Christ, we are called to 

bring our Lord's grace, love, and pace to everyone. 
 

 
~  Friday May 7, 2021  ~ 

 
 

Spic & Span! 
 
Our fearless Caretaker JJ scales the heights of the 
office filing cabinets to clean down the walls and 

cabinet tops with ‘VIM’ [and vigor!].  In addition to 
her regular routine, JJ has been on a spring 

cleaning spree, washing all the walls in the offices, 
kitchen, etc.  And it hasn’t gone unnoticed . . . 

Here’s an email we received the other day 
from parishioner Brenda Baughman: 

 
 “I want to commend our caretaker at St. Paul’s 

because there is never a speck of dust visible in the 
church.  My sister, who watches the service from 
Timmins, commented on how beautiful our church 
is and it reminded me to appreciate all the beauty 
of St. Paul’s.  It is a beautiful space to worship in 

and we are very lucky to have it, so thank you 
to JJ for taking such good care of it for us.”   

 

“Ambassador for Christ”  ~  [2 Corinthians 5:20] 
 
 

  
A "GRACE NOTE" from thunderbay-

northshoreanglicans.com   
 “God’s love is like an ocean . . . 
       You can see its beginning, 
               but not its end.”  

 
 
 

visit our website @ 
stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca 
and find us on facebook 

sssttt...   pppaaauuulll’’’sss   
aaannngggllliiicccaaannn   
ccchhhuuurrrccchhh   

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~   
 

This Sunday ‘Mother’s Day’ 
‘DRIVE-BY’ BLESSING 

12:30-1:30pm, McKellar St.  
The first 75 woman will 
receive one of these pretty 
bottles of foaming hand soap 
as a gift. 
   
We invite all women, who 
serve in many roles of loving 
and nurturing care and 
support, to drive by.  We 
wish to bless you and to 
thank you! 
 
Both our Sunday morning live-
streams will be focusing on 
Mother’s Day, including the sermon.  The scripture appointed for this Sunday, 6th Sunday of Easter, is 
all about love which is an ideal theme for Mother’s Day.  You will enjoy a special Mother’s Day 
Anthem from Sean and the Choir, and we have special Guest Musicians for our prelude and postlude. 
 
 
  Please send a photo of your Mom to Laurie at lauriesandham@gmail.com and all the photos 
  will be shown after my sermon.   
 
  Please record a short video of your children answering the following question: 

“I love my Mom because . . . . . . “ 
  and send the video to Laurie.  She will include it in the Children’s livestream service. 
      
 
Thank You!  Thank You!  May God bless all the women (Mothers, Step-Mothers, Aunts, 
Grandmothers, Great-Grandmothers, God-Mothers, Sisters, Friends) who love us unconditionally. 

 

‘Mother’s Day’ This Sunday, May 9  
I am grateful for the lessons on how to live a 
kind and caring life that I learned from my 
beloved mother.  Shirley Hope Nelson (nee 
Shrum) died nearly 14 years ago and not a day 
goes by when I don’t miss her and wish I could 
speak with her.  Her life lessons continue to 
sing in my heart and I strive to apply them. 
 
I also learned much from my beloved 

grandmother Muriel Beatrice Shrum.  My grandmother was a 1-room school teacher and then she 
became a farmer’s wife in southern Ontario in the fruit belt of Grimsby.  Both my grandmother and 
my mother are buried in the pastoral setting of Lappe Cemetery on Dog Lake Road just past Lappe 
Store.  Both women were filled with faith, and celebrated new things and new ventures.  My 
grandmother moved up to Thunder Bay around 1980 when she was 80 years old.  She made many new 
friends and she enjoyed every moment of every day.   
 
My mother created an atmosphere of adventure and delight around the many moves that we had 
when I was growing up.  I have much to be thankful for. 
   
May the Lord bless your mothers and all the women who have cared for you with that gentle, 
loving touch. 

mailto:lauriesandham@gmail.com


Good News!  We’re On TV!  
Now you can now watch our weekly 
service on local TV.  On Tuesday 
evenings at 7 pm, you will be able to 
watch the 10 am Worship Service from 

the previous Sunday on Channel 10, “Shaw 
Spotlight.”  This Sunday’s Mother’s Day Service 
will be broadcast Tuesday May 11 at 7 pm. 
  Here is our listing in the TV Schedule! 
 
This free service from Shaw Spotlight is a 
blessing for us.  We are looking forward to 
being on TBayTel’s community channel too, so 
everyone will have access to our services. 
 

Happy 100th 
Birthday to Our 

Beloved 
Ken MacKay!  

Parishioner Ken MacKay will be 100 years young in just over a 
week, on Sunday May 16, 2021.  Wow!!!    
 
Because Ken lives at Roseview Monor, no party or visiting can be 
enjoyed as we are still in the lockdown.   
 
Could you please send Ken a Birthday Card?  We would love for him 
to receive 100 cards for his 100th Birthday!  (He loves cards.) 
 

Mr. Ken MacKay 
Roseview Manor 
99 Shuniah Street 
Thunder Bay, ON   P7A 2Z2 

 
Thank you for reaching out to Ken with the hands of Christ. 
 

My Sermon Title for This Sunday, May 9  ~  “Love, Love, Love” 
 
Editor’s Note:  You’ll find all Archdeacon Deborah’s sermons at stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca.  Visit the 
                    ‘Sermons’ feature on our website any time to read those you might have missed!   
 

THIS TUESDAY May 11 ~  Advisory Board Meeting via ‘ZOOM’ 
 
St. Paul’s Advisory Board will meet next Tuesday evening on ‘ZOOM’ for their May session.  We have 
much to celebrate, as the church is healthy and filled with the Spirit of God’s love.  Kudos to our 
Board members, who continue to meet monthly during the pandemic to do the work of the church.   

 
THIS FRIDAY May 14 ~  9am Morning Prayer 
‘ZOOM’ / PHONE-IN Worship Service 
 
“Thank God it’s Friday!”  Thank the Lord for 
bringing you safely to the close of another week of 
change and challenge.  Praise the Lord for the 
blessing of refreshment the weekend brings.  Ask 
the Lord to strengthen you for the week ahead. 
 
Worship with us from the comfort of home by 
ZOOM or PHONE.  Deborah Kraft is inviting you to a  



scheduled ZOOM:  SAME LINK each Friday!    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866    
 

 Topic:  Morning Prayer with the Parish 
 Time:   Every Friday Morning at 9 am 
 Meeting ID:  822 0869 8866 

 
OR Dial any one of these numbers  ~  

   1-[204]-272-7920        1-[438]-809-7799        1-[587]-328-1099 
 

        Meeting ID:  822 0869 8866 
 

Is Your Box Spring Sprung ?  
Parishioner Megan Cowles let us know she has a Box Spring for a single/twin bed available if anyone 
needs one.  It’s in excellent condition and yours for the taking.  Please contact Megan at 

megancowles@hotmail.com if you’re interested in helping her to ‘free-cycle’ this item.   
 

Our Sunday Morning Service LIVESTREAMS ARE HERE FOR YOU!  
We are live-stream both our 10:00 am Morning Prayer Service 
and 11:30 am Children’s Service every Sunday.  Worship with us 
on YouTube / St. Paul’s Media  or on Shaw TV Channel 10 
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm.  See you then! 

 
Office Closed During LockDown But WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!  
Our Church Office is still closed to public traffic until restrictions 
are lifted, but we are still here and still available to address your 
questions, requests, or concerns.  We’ll be busy checking messages 
and emails and working behind the scenes to bring you the 
livestreams and keep you updated. 
 
You are welcome to email myself (stpauls.rector@shaw.ca) or call 
us at 622-4945 (office messages) or 624-7161 (Rector’s cell). 
 

Healing Prayer AVAILABLE VIA OUR ‘PARISH PRAYER CHAIN’  
The power of prayer to heal and to comfort is truly a blessing!  We 
encourage you to request a Healing Prayer through our CONFIDENTIAL 
Prayer Chain ministry.  The dedicated parishioners who undertake this 
special ministry offer up the names they receive in prayer continually 
throughout the day.  Call/Text LayReader Sandra Rejall at 629-3431 to 
leave a name; give as little or as much info as you wish.  “Are any 
among you sick?  They should call for the elders of the church and 

have them pray over them.”  (James 5: 14) 
 

Who Would You Like Us To Pray For?  
I value your prayer requests and love including them in our live-
stream service.  Until in-person worship resumes, please email 
me directly (stpauls.rector@shaw.ca) or text me (807-624-7161) 
by Friday evening with your prayer petitions and gratitude 
prayers.  I will include all I receive by 9:00pm.  Thank you! 
 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
 
2.   . . . From the Anglican Fellowship of Prayer  ~   
 
A friend recently sent me some used and loved treasures from her library and 
they have been a great help on my spiritual journey during these pandemic 
times.  I'd like to share some of the choicest jewels on prayer with you over 

watch live or ANYTIME on 

St. Paul’s Media 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866
mailto:stpauls.rector@shaw.ca


the next few months and hopefully they will help sustain you also as we continue on this pilgrimage 
together.  One of the books is "May I Have This Dance?" by Sr. Joyce Rupp from the Servants of Mary 
Community.  What she wrote thirty years ago seems particularly applicable for today.   
 

"Regaining our energy and vitality may very well happen when we seek time apart with 
God, but we seek that time for the sake of the relationship, not because we want more 
success in our work.  Prayer is a time to dance with our Divine Partner, to let God take 
the lead, and to enjoy the true delight and source of life that God is for us." 

 
A relationship is a two way street . . . and as such our visits with God in prayer are important to the 
Holy One as well as to us. 
  
Blessings from, 
Dr. Carol Knox, Diocesan AFP contact for Algoma 

 

 
3.    PWRDF News  ~ 

 
Response to 

VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS  
You have heard on the 
news about the 
devastating volcanic 
eruptions that began 
April 2 at La Soufriere 
Volcano in St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines. 

 
20,000 people have been evacuated. The 
volcano continues to erupt regularly with 
devastating effects.  The country is 
covered in ash up to a meter deep and 
ash has become an issue for neighbouring 
islands including Barbados.  PWRDF has 
made a $5,000 emergency solidarity 
grant to support Anglican initiatives on the 
ground through the Anglican Alliance and 
church representatives in the region.  
Parishes in the neighbouring islands of 
Grenada and St. Lucia, as well as the 
seven other dioceses in the Church in the 
Province of the West Indies, are actively 

collecting donations.  Bishop C. Leopold Friday (Diocese of the Windward Islands) is thankful for the 
prayers and calls of support he has received from around the world.  In the Anglican Church of Canada 
the Diocese of Calgary is their companion diocese.  The situation will only worsen as eruptions continue 
and the rainy season begins in about 5 weeks.  PWRDF will continue to monitor how they can be of help. 
 
If you are able to support the needs of the people coping with displacement due to the volcanic 
eruption, please choose one of the following options: 

 
 Go to pwrdf.org/give-today and click on Emergency Response, 
 
 CLICK HERE to make a donation and add “Volcano Relief in St. Vincent” to the ‘Notes’ section, 
 
 You may also call Donor Relations Officer Mike Ziemerink at 416-822-9083, 
 
 Leave a voicemail toll free at 1-866-308-7973, or 

“Well, what I say about it:  We didn’t 
lose any lives, eh.  We just have to give 
God thanks because the Bible says:   [in] 
everything we must give thanks.”   

[Click link at end to watch the video.] 

Over 100 million cubic meters of ash gives the normally lush green island 
an apocalyptic appearance.  Damage is extensive to agriculture, homes 
and the tourism industry.  “The lives and livelihoods of our people have 
been terribly affected," Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves told reporters. 
"We are in a dire situation, frankly.  The humanitarian relief for the 
prolonged period is going to be huge," he said. "The cost is massive.” 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E344492QE&id=3


 Send a cheque with a memo “Volcano Relief in St. Vincent” to: PWRDF   80 Hayden Street 
                              Toronto, Ontario, M4Y 3G2  
For further information go to:  https://www.voanews.com/americas/volcano-st-vincent-still-erupting 
 
~  Dr. Carol Knox, PWRDF Deanery Co-ordinator 

 

 
4.    My Sermon from Sunday May 2, 2021, Easter 5  ~  “Listen And Act!” 
 

I speak to you in the name of the true vine, Jesus.  Amen. 

 

You could probably name at least half of the 12 Disciples.  Here are 6:  Peter, Andrew, James, John, 

Philip, Nathaniel . . . and so on.  How many of the first 7 Deacons can you name?!  These deacons were 

chosen during the early days of the church in Jerusalem.  Seven “men of good standing, full of the Spirit 

and of wisdom” were selected and ordained through the laying on hands by the apostles.  These deacons 

were carefully chosen to care for the poor of the Christian community in Jerusalem. 

 

You might be able to name Stephen as he was one of the 7 deacons and he was stoned to death, the first 

Christian martyr.  Another deacon was a man named Philip and he is prominent in this conversion story 

that is recorded in the 8
th
 chapter of the Book of Acts.  

  

What do we know about Philip?  We refer to him as “Philip the Evangelist” to differentiate him from 

“Philip the Apostle.”  After the stoning of Stephen, Deacon Philip went out on a road trip up north to 

Samaria to preach, to baptize, and to heal (Acts 8).  Philip “proclaimed the good news about the 

kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ.”   Philip was a true witness of the empty tomb and the 

redemptive power of Jesus. 

 

We also know that Philip was filled with the Spirit of God and listened carefully to the voice of God and then 

acted.  Philip had a strong urge to go south-west from Jerusalem and head out on the road.  He listened to 

the voice of God, that small voice that speaks to us in our hearts, and then Philip acted.  Listen and act. 

 

“An angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.’  So Philip got up and went.”  (Acts 8).  This was a change in plan, as Philip had been 

witnessing north of Jerusalem in Samaria.  When have you changed your plans?  What happened? 

 

When I was finishing high school, I was living in Europe.  I always thought that I would follow in the 

footsteps of my grandfather and my two brothers and go to Queen’s University.  I was accepted and 

received a scholarship for $600 which was a huge amount of money in the early 1970’s when a full year 

of university tuition was $400 and room and board was $600.  I turned it down because a voice in my 

heart was calling me to Trinity College at the University of Toronto.  Thankfully, my wonderful parents 

were very supportive of all of my decisions.  By going to U of T, I met Jouni and we moved up to 

Thunder Bay.  I received a call to ordination and here I am many years later doing what I feel absolutely 

called to do.  My life would have been very different if I had gone to Queen’s. 

 

Back to Philip.  Philip sees a man in a chariot travelling away from Jerusalem.  The man is employed by 

Queen Candace of Ethiopia.  He is well-educated because he can read in Greek.  He is also wealthy because 

he is travelling in a chariot and he owns his own scroll of the prophet Isaiah.  He had gone to the temple in 

Jerusalem to worship and was a believer in God.  However, he could never have been accepted as a Jew 

because he was a eunuch.  I am sorry that he is identified in this way by Luke who wrote the Book of Acts.  

Seeing as Luke was a 

physician, it is 

understandable that this 

fact was mentioned.  

Men were often 

castrated if they served 

in the royal court.  

  

What else do we learn 

from the Bible?  We 

learn that Philip runs 

https://www.voanews.com/americas/volcano-st-vincent-still-erupting


over to the chariot and the man invites him to get in and sit 

beside him.  That in itself is an act of trust as the ‘wilderness 

road’ south would have been a road of danger, a road of crime.  

There must have been something in the demeanor of Philip that 

made the Ethiopian feel very safe.  This was a sign that the God 

of love, that perfect love, casts out fear.  (from 1 John:4) 

 

The man reading scripture from his scroll is a humble man, as he 

admits to Philip that he does not understand what he is reading.  

Philip is in his element and he has already had plenty of 

experience witnessing the gospel up north in Samaria.  Philip 

tells the man that the sheep being led to the slaughter from 

Isaiah is a prophecy about Jesus.  Philip shares the good news of our salvation with the man.  Wouldn’t 

we have loved to be in that chariot to have heard that conversation? 

 

What happens next?  The man sees a body of 

water, and asks Philip if he could be baptized.  

The man is cautious and has probably been 

told many times why it is not possible for him 

to be converted to Judaism.  He ponders out 

 

loud “What is to prevent me from being baptized?”  He 

waits for the ‘NO’ from Philip but there is only a ‘YES’ 

forthcoming. 

 

Philip baptizes this man.  Sadly, we are not told his 

name.  Then Philip leaves and the man, this new 

Christian, carries on back home.  To Ethiopia.  We 

believe that this is how many Ethiopians became 

Christian, through the witness of this man. This man was 

the first Ethiopian Christian.  

 

Imagine the gratitude in the heart of the Ethiopian.  

Who have been the Philips in your life who have come 

to you at critical times in your pilgrimage? 

 

An early Church Father, Irenaeus, wrote about the 

Ethiopian Eunuch in the 2
nd

 century.  He called the man 

Simeon Bachos the Eunuch.  Simeon Bachos means “Simeon also called The Black.”  Irenaeus wrote that 

the Ethiopian preached what he believed, that God became a person in the form of Jesus and was led 

like a lamb to the slaughter and that he redeemed the world by dying for us.  I would like to think that 

Irenaeus had heard that this man’s name was truly Simeon. 

 

The story of Philip as recorded in the Book of Acts does not end with the baptism of the Ethiopian man.  

What else does the Bible tell us?   We learn that Philip was married and near the end of the Book of Acts 

we find him living in a seaside town called Caesarea Maritima with his 4 daughters who were all 

believers and who all had the gift of prophecy.  While there, the apostle Paul was Philip’s house guest for 

“several days.”  The story of the Ethiopian does end in the Bible with his rejoicing as he travels home. 

 

“I am the vine, you are the branches, says the Lord.  Those who abide in me, 

and I in them, bear much fruit.”   (John 15:1-2) 



 

And fruit is what the Ethiopian bore.  Today, in Ethiopia, 62% 

of the population is Christian.  It is by far the dominant religion. 

 

And fruit is what Philip bore through listening and acting.  

Philip knew the true vine, and he was a branch that bore 

much fruit.  If we live in Christ and Christ lives in us, we bear 

much fruit. 

 

I love celtic knots which are 

made up of vines woven 

together.  Jesus says that if we 

abide in the vine, we glorify 

God and we give God JOY.  

God wants us to become 

disciples of Jesus and this is 

what gives God JOY.  

 

The celtic knots signify eternity 

and God’s love.  The knot is 

one vine and you can’t tell where it begins and where it ends.  

It is an eternal sign of the love of God.  “I am the vine, you 

are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 

much fruit. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”   

 

This morning let us give thanks for the true vine of Christ, for Philip who listened and acted, for the 

Ethiopian who listened and acted, and for each of you who listens and acts.  Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
 

  
5.    E-Transfer:  stpaulsanglicanchurch@outlook.com  ~ 
 
Thank you for keeping us financially healthy!  We have already received 
$950 in e-transfers in the first 5 days of May.  Thank you for financially 
supporting this community of faith in many ways  ~  Canada Helps, EOP, cash, cheques, and e-
transfers.  You are also supporting the Diocese of Algoma and the Anglican Church of Canada as 
26% of your donations are passed forward to the synod office in the Sault and then they pass money 
forward to the national church.  Our doors may be closed but our hearts and our wallets are open! 

 
 
6.    The Last Laugh  ~   “A cheerful heart is good medicine.” 

      [Proverbs 7:22]   
 

Biblical Parenting 
Challenges . . . 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

God bless our mothers! 
 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
“The Happy Rector 
    & Archdeacon” 
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