
 
 

My Sermon from last Sunday June 16, 2019, Trinity Sunday & Father’s Day   ~ 
“The Face of Our Fathers” 

 

I speak to you in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

A little boy was in church for the first time with his Dad.  It was a church where the offering plate 

was passed.  As the plate was passed from person from person, the little boy watched carefully.  As 

the plate reached his Dad, the little boy whispered to his Dad, “Remember Daddy, you don’t have 

to pay for me ‘cuz I’m under 5!”   Maybe that’s why we don’t pass the plate at St. Paul’s! 

 

Happy ‘Father’s Day’ and blessings and greetings to all the men in our congregation.  You each 

have an important role to play as fathers, grandfathers, great-grandfathers, godfathers, uncles.  You 

are mentors.  You are teachers.  You are role models of God’s love and grace.  You bring your love 

of God to the people you care for. 

 

I hope that your own father was a blessing to you and an imitator of Christ.  I am truly blessed to 

still have my father.  He has taught me much about faithfulness, commitment, loyalty, hard work, 

and dedication.  If I were ever in a lifeboat, I would want my father with me, at almost 98 years 

old!  His resourcefulness and calm in the midst of a storm would keep us all safe.  Thank you, 

dear Dad, for your gift of faith and being open to the presence of God living in you and moving 

through you.   

 

One of the greatest gifts my Dad has ever given me is the gift of trust.  From the time I was little, 

my Dad has always trusted me.  Whether it was letting me take out by myself an 18 hp Evinrude 

outboard and boat, or speaking with engineers at the mill where he was manager, or picking out a 

Christmas gift for my Mother.   

 

Today is ‘Trinity Sunday’ which is not an event that happened in the life of Jesus, but a Christian 

doctrine that reflects how you and I relate to God.  Our God is a loving God, a personal God with 

whom we can have a unique and personal relationship.  Our God in 3 persons ~ the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit.  The Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sanctifier.  That is the wonder of 

being a Christian.  We see the face of God in Jesus.  We are close to the Creator through the 

majesty of the wonders of the world.  Even the psalmist personalizes God the Father.  Here is what 

the author of Psalm 8 writes: 

 

“When I look at your heavens, the work 

of your fingers.”  Psalm 8: 3 

 

The Spirit of God calls out to us and 

waits for us.  She comes into our hearts 

and into our lives to bless us with God’s 

delight and with God’s wisdom.  God is 

madly in love with us and in the words 

of the psalmist has “crowned us with 

glory and honour.”  We are made just 

“a little lower than God.”  Psalm 8: 5 

 

There are 3 persons in the Trinity and 

we sometimes feel closest with one more 

than the other 2 persons, and that is OK.  



You might decide to develop your relationship with the other two persons through prayer, reading 

your Bible, and reflection. 

 

A personal relationship defines our relationship with God.  We are made in the image of God and 

we put a smile on God’s face and set God’s feet to dancing.  God rejoices and delights in us. 

 

A personal relationship defines our relationships with our fathers.  My Dad asked me to speak about 

some of the great fathers in the Bible and that is exactly what I am going to do.  Here are 7 of my 

favourites: 

 

1. Noah:  His obedience to God and his legacy of faith continue to be a blessing. 

 

2. Abraham:  We call him “Father Abraham.”  He was a man of deep faith who was the 

founding father of the covenant between God and the Jewish people.  God promised that he 

would be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 

 

3. Moses:  The prophet Moses nurtured and cared for his people as he brought them out of 

slavery in Egypt and cared for them for 40 years of wondering in the wilderness. 

 

4. Jethro:  He was Moses’ father-in-law and he gave Moses the outstanding advice of building 

his leadership team.  Jethro said that if Moses continued to do everything on his own, he would 

burn out. 

   

5. David:  He was the greatest king over all Israel and the father of Solomon. 

 

6. Zechariah:  He was the Father of John the Baptist and a prophet.  He did not believe that he 

would ever be a father and so he became mute until his son was born and he named him Joh. 

 

7. Joseph:  The stepfather of Jesus was a man who was willing to take on the responsibility of 

marrying his pregnant fiancé and of caring for her son Jesus, even if it meant his own safety and 

security would be compromised. 

 

Seven fathers:  Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jethro, David, Zechariah, and Joseph. 

 

Before I go on I must tell you a silly story that has been staying in my head all week  ~ 

   

A Dad who never had the time to go grocery shopping went to the Superstore for his wife.  She had 

made him a list of 7 items to buy, and she numbered each item, 1, 2, and so on all the way to 

number 7.  The Dad came home very proud of himself and said to his wife, “I got everything on 

your list!  1 carton of milk, 2 cantaloupes, 3 dozen eggs, 4 heads of romaine, 5 packages of crackers, 

6 boxes of Kleenex, and 7 large bottles of olive oil . . .” 

 

Back to the biblical fathers.  Now these fathers were not perfect and some of them had exemplary 

public lives but their personal lives did not match their public lives. 

   

Abraham longed for a son and then he was blessed with Isaac.  Out of obedience to God, Abraham 

was prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac.  I wonder how Isaac felt about that and what they talked 

about going back down the mountain. 

   

Noah saved his people through the building of the ark and then became very drunk and naked in 

front of his son. 

   



When David wanted another man’s wife, he raped her and arranged for her husband to be killed 

in battle. 

   

As far as we know, Joseph was a model of grace both in his public life and in his personal life. 

   

Through the persons of the Trinity, we have God’s light and God’s 

love and God’s grace living in us, I believe that the true mark of a 

faith-filled father is a man whose public life and his personal life 

match up.  A man who leads with integrity and compassion out in 

the world and then comes home to treat his family with the same 

integrity and compassion.  A man in whom we see the face of God. 

 

I am deeply sorry if some of you were raised by fathers who were 

well-regarded at their work, in their church, and in the community, 

and then came home to mistreat you.  That is very wrong.  If you 

were raised by a father whose public and private lives were both 

filled with God’s love, then you were very blessed. 

 

My prayer this morning on Trinity Sunday and on Father’s Day is 

that we value all our relationships and that we know that we are 

made by God and made only a little lower than God.  And that is 

exactly what it means to be human. Always remember that God 

delights in each one of us. 

 

On this Father’s Day 2019, we thank you God for our fathers and for all the men who have 

nurtured us, mentored us, taught us and loved us. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


