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~ Monday December 13, 2021 ~ 
 

Labyrinth Legacy 
 

On Sunday November 28 church, I 
placed a Labyrinth stone in loving 

memory of Parishioner Lynn 
Chalmers’ brother JOHN POULTER 
who passed away on February 28, 
2021.  The labyrinth stones were 
frozen in the ground and Jouni 

brought out a pail of very hot water 
that he poured on top of the stone 

so that the ground could be 
softened the stone removed so the 
newly engraved stone could then 

put in by Lynn’s Family.   
 

“Rest eternal grant unto John, 
O Lord, and may light 

perpetual shine upon him.” 
 

From left to right  Lynn, her 
daughter Bonnie, 

granddaughter Sophie, John’s 
spouse Jan, Jan’s son-in-law 

Brady, Jan’s daughter Melanie 
and Jouni ‘the Water Man.’ 

 
 
 

  
"GRACE NOTES" from thunderbay-

northshoreanglicans.com   
Everything changes when Christ appears. While you’re waiting, God is working. 

Jesus is coming to make all things new!  
 

 
visit our website @ stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca and find us on facebook 

sssttt...   pppaaauuulll’’’sss   
aaannngggllliiicccaaannn   
ccchhhuuurrrccchhh  

http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.thunderbay-northshoreanglicans.com/
http://www.stpaulsanglicanchurch.ca/


 
1.    Rector’s Grace Notes  ~ 
 

Please Join Me For Compline TONIGHT  
‘Compline’ Evening Prayer  ~  8:00 pm 

Mondays in Advent via ZOOM 
 

A short service ending in the peace and 
stillness of God . . .  

The late evening service of Compline from the Book of 
Common Prayer (BCP) is moving and reflective.  I will 
offer Compline for the 4 Monday evenings during 
Advent, starting at 8:00 pm. 
 
I will be using the Book of Common Prayer (BCP).  The 
service takes about 15 – 20 minutes and we will then 
end in the peace and stillness of the Lord and quietly depart.  You do not need a BCP as I will be 
‘screen sharing’ the book. 
 
Deborah Kraft is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  You may use your tablet/laptop/smart 
phone or you may call in.  The ZOOM link remains the same for all 4 weeks. 
 

 Topic: Compline BCP  

 Time:  8:00 pm Every week on Monday (4 occurrences):  Nov 29, Dec 6, 13,  & 20 
         

 Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81873186658 
 

 Meeting ID: 818 7318 6658 
 

Have You Heard Of The ‘Good Deeds’ Advent Calendar?  
My cousin Jim mailed me the Good Deeds Advent Calendar.  It arrives 
flat and then folds into a Christmas tree.  A window, looking like an 
ornament ball, is opened every day throughout December.  Printed on 
each ball is a ‘good deed’ that 
has been funded by the Good 
Deeds Advent Calendar.  A 
donation of $24 is required in 
order to receive the calendar 
and it is possible for people to 
apply to have one of their good 
deeds funded and mentioned 
on a future calendar.  I 
searched on line for the 
website and found it easily:  
24gooddeeds.ca. 

 
Here is the calendar on my desk and I look forward to 
opening a window every day.  Today’s good deed for Dec. 13 
was: “3 multi-use soaps for a school child in Malwai.” 
 

A Grace Note Of Thanks To:  
 Marshall Farquharson and Derrick Tirschmann for 

putting up the indoor Christmas tree.  It is sparkling with 
lights.  Check out the star at the top of the tree. 

 

 Ernie Tilbury and Christopher Willie for putting up the 
crèche.  The figures are carefully put into the crèche each 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81873186658


and every week of Advent.  So far, one little birdie, two lambies, the donkey, and two shepherds 
have been put into the crèche. 

 

 Al Wainwright and Jouni for adding the burlap sides to our outdoor nativity stable in the freezing 
cold.  I am looking forward to our Live Nativity Christmas Eve. 

 

 And to Christopher Willie and 
Marshall Farquharson for adding 
Christmas lights to the front 
railings before Sunday’s ‘Rotary 
Carol Sing.’  They look gorgeous! 

 

Annual Rotary Carol Sing  
Thanks be to God for the Fort William 
Rotarians who have maintained the 
beautiful tradition of the Rotary 
Carol Sing.  Here are some of the 
Rotarians after the service Sunday 
evening.  I know you can’t see it but 
they are all smiling!!  A free will 
offering resulted in $550 raised for 
‘Christmas Cheer.’ 
 

My Ministry as Chaplain, 
Thunder Bay Police Service  
I like to drop into the 7:00 am Wednesday morning Briefing Meeting at the Police Station on 
Balmoral before the officers go out on patrol.  I thank them for their service and say a prayer.  I am 
moved at their discipline, sense of commitment and sense of team work.  The police deal with serious 
issues each and every day.  May God bless them and bring them safely home to their families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
9:00 am Friday ZOOM Worship Every Week  
Here is your ZOOM invitation for worshipping with me 
Friday mornings 9 am – 9:30 am.  Then you may 
leave the call or stay for a check-in until 10 am.  No 
supplies needed, same link always ~ 
 

Deborah Kraft is inviting you to a scheduled 
ZOOM meeting:    SAME LINK EVERY WEEK  

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866 

 
 Topic:  Morning Prayer with the Parish 

 Time:   Every Friday Morning at 9 am 

 Meeting ID:  822 0869 8866 
 
OR Dial any one of these numbers  ~    
 1-[204]-272-7920      1-[438]-809-7799  

 1-[587]-328-1099    Meeting ID:  822 0869 8866 
 

 

We Offer 3 IN-PERSON SERVICES Each Week  ~  
 Saturday at 5:00 pm  

 Sunday morning at 8:30 am & at 10:00 am 
 
The 10:00 am service continues to be live-streamed 
(YouTube/St. Paul’s Media). 

 
Healing Prayer AVAILABLE VIA 
OUR ‘PARISH PRAYER CHAIN’  
The power of prayer to heal and 
to comfort is truly a blessing! 
We encourage you to request a Healing Prayer through our 
CONFIDENTIAL Prayer Chain ministry.  The dedicated parishioners who 
undertake this special ministry offer up the names they receive in prayer 

continually throughout the day.  Call/Text Sandra Rejall at 629-3431 to leave a name; give as little 
or as much info as you wish.  “Are any among you sick?  They should call for the elders of the 
church and have them pray over them.”  (James 5: 14) 

 

Good News!  We’re On TV!  
Watch our weekly Sunday 10:00 am service on local 
TV, Tuesdays at 7:00 pm on Channel 10, “Shaw 
Spotlight.”  This Sunday’s Service will be broadcast 
7 pm Tuesday November 9.  This free service from  
Shaw Spotlight is a blessing to us! 

  

Our Sunday Service LIVESTREAMS Are Here For You, Too!  
We live-stream our Sunday 10 am Eucharist Services.  If you 
can’t get to one of our 3 in-person Services, you can still 
worship with us on YouTube / St. Paul’s Media  .  Praise God 
for technology, and for our Live Stream Team! 
 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 
 

watch live or ANYTIME  

St. Paul’s Media 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82208698866


2.    THIS SUNDAY December 19, 7:00 pm  ~  Dicken’s ‘A Christmas Carol’ Returns to St. Paul’s! 
 

Beautiful traditional music 
featuring the talents of Dulcisono 
Women’s Choir, stirring readings 
from the beloved classic, and a 
“special Guest Appearance” by 
the author himself make this a 
night to remember.  Don’t miss 
this Christmas favourite!  Wear 
your mask and bring your 
donations of food and funds for 
our local ‘Christmas Cheer’ fund. 
 
God bless us, every one!   

 
 
3.    THIS SUNDAY December 19, 
       at our 10:00am Service  ~ 

 

CCCHHHIIILLLDDDRRREEENNN’’’SSS   CCCHHHRRRIIISSSTTTMMMAAASSS   
PPPAAAGGGEEEAAANNNTTT   

 
The big hit of our ‘Lessons & 
Carols’ Service!  We invite ALL 
CHILDREN to take part, in person or 
at home!  Contact Laurie 707-3048 
or find us on facebook for details. 

 
 

4.    Altar Flowers Needed  ~   
 
We are hoping parishioners will offer Altar Flowers for THIS SUNDAY December 19, the 4th Sunday in 

Advent, or for our Christmas Services.  Please contact me alisonarth@gmail.com or 708-7720, or 

Christine in the Church Office 622-4945 or stpauls.secretary@shaw.ca as soon as possible if you are 
able to put flowers on the Altar for either of these dates.  We’ll help you arrange for delivery and 
choose your dedication for the bulletins. 
 

Thank you!  ~  Alison Arthur, Altar Guild 

 
 
5.    Christmas Music & Flower Memorials  ~   
 
Sponsor our Christmas Music or Flowers in memory of a loved one or in celebration or thanksgiving 

for a special occasion or friend or blessing.  IN PERSON:  Fill out one of the Memorial Envelopes at 
the back of the church and place in Offering Bowl with your donation.  PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY so 

mailto:alisonarth@gmail.com
mailto:stpauls.secretary@shaw.ca


we can get your dedication right!    VIA E-TRANSFER:  Donate to stpausthunderbay@outlook.com, 
note whether it is a Music or Flower Memorial, and then email your dedication to Christine at 

stpauls.secretary@shaw.ca (ie: “In Memory of [name] from [name]” or, “In thanksgiving for 
[who/what] from [name].”) 
 
Here’s an example:  “In loving memory of our dear friend and colleague, Pritchard Sandison Brown, 
                                 with love from Bronwyn, Gig & Family.” 
 
     “In thanksgiving for friends far and near, from Constance.”   
 
Dedications are due THIS SUNDAY DECEMBER 19th.  We will publish all memorials we receive by 
Sunday in all of our Christmas Service Bulletins. 

 
 
6.    Thunder Bay‒North Shore Deanery Advent Project 

‘Vaccine Equity Fund’  ~ 
 
In her charge to synod this past September, Archbishop 
Anne encouraged us to get our COVID-19 vaccinations and in 
thanksgiving for this, to “pay it forward” by making a 
donation to the Primate’s World Development Fund’s 
‘Vaccine Equity’ efforts to help others have the same 
opportunity.  Wealthier countries donate vaccines to less 
affluent countries, but additional funding is required for 
transportation, safe storage of the vaccine, and the 
running of clinics.  PWRDF’s overseas partners receive such 
funding through the ‘Vaccine Equity Fund.’  So, get your 
jab, donate to the Vaccine Equity Fund, and receive a 
‘thank you’ tree ornament from the Deanery.  
 
If you would care to donate, you can either go to 
pwrdf.org/vaccineequityfund/ OR you may mail it to:  
PWRDF, 3rd Floor ~ 80 Hayden St, TORONTO, ON  M4Y 3G2 
 
Please take a ‘thank you’ tree ornament from the box at the back of the church.  Thank you to 
Jasmine Sandham for making hundreds of these beautiful ornaments. 
 
Thank you to parishioners Mary Richardson and David Nock for making announcements at St. Paul's 
services about this deanery wide Advent project. 
 
Blessings for a holy Advent,   ~ Carol Knox, PWRDF Deanery Co-ordinator 

                                       ~ Nancy Wallace, St. Pauls PWRDF Rep, 623-4907 

 
 
7.    ‘Scent Free’ Personal Care Worker Sponsorship  ~   
 
I am having difficulty acquiring a personal support worker who does not smoke or use perfumed 
person products as I have severe allergies to both.  My current personal care worker, Kamakshi, is 
‘scent free’ but requires more clients to increase her work hours to full time so she can remain in 
Canada.   Kamakshi has experience caring for geriatric, dementia, and physically challenged clients.  
Her references are excellent.  She is certified in CPR and First Aid and is also certified as a Live-In 
Caregiver, as well as holding an MA Engl and several diplomas. 
 
Kamakshi would be available to assist clients with bathing & personal hygiene, meal preparation, light 
housekeeping, laundry, companionship, and respite care.  If you would be interested in co-sponsoring 
Kamakshi please contact me at 285-0473 or by mail: Apt 305 ~ 1209 Victoria Ave. East, P7C 1C2. 
 

Thank you for your consideration,   ~  Lesley Walters, BB Mission Team 

 

mailto:stpausthunderbay@outlook.com
mailto:stpauls.secretary@shaw.ca
pwrdf.org/vaccineequityfund/


8.    My Sermon from Sunday November 14, 2021, “Remembrance Sunday”  ~    “The Cross And 
                                                                                                                                  The Poppy” 
 

I speak to you in the name of the cross of Christ.  Amen. 

 

On Remembrance Day, November 11, 2021, the outdoor service at City Hall was cancelled due to the 

downpouring of rain and the high winds.  I was scheduled to be the clergy person to speak at the service, 

to give the invocation and the benediction.  I decided to drive over to Waverley Park and attend that 

outdoor service and then go inside to St. Paul’s United where my husband Jouni and parishioner David 

Nock were the cantors at this service, led by Chaplain and Anglican priest Nancy Ringham. 

 

As I walked to Waverley Park from a parking spot several blocks away, the strong wind turned my 

umbrella inside out and I fought it all the way to the park.  When I got there, I stood, along with many 

other people braving the elements, quietly and expectantly.  The trees shook as the strong winds blew 

throughout the park and the pouring rain made me shiver very quickly.  As I looked up at the bare 

branches and felt the mud beneath my feet, my thoughts quickly turned to the men in the trenches in 

France and Belgium in World War I.  Within 15 minutes, I was cold, and damp, and shivering.  Imagine 

spending months and months in the trenches always wet, always cold, always hungry, with the constant 

fear of dying from a sniper’s bullet.  Our wool clothing would have been filled with lice and our feet 

would have been become blackened through long immersion in cold water and mud.  That is what was 

called “trench foot.” 

 

The hymn that you heard this morning, “O God, Our Help In Ages Past,” contains these words: “Our 

shelter from the stormy blast and our eternal home.”  In the midst of the blustery Remembrance Day 

weather, these words had new and deeper meaning for me. 

 

The most significant symbol of Remembrance Day is the red poppy, based upon the poem In Flanders 

Fields written by Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae in 1915 during World War I  ~ 
 

“In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 

 between the crosses row on row” 

 

The idea for the Remembrance Poppy was conceived by Madame Anna Guérin of France.  She was 

inspired by John McCrae’s poem In Flanders Fields.  Anna had originally founded a charity to help rebuild 

regions of France torn apart by the First World War, and created poppies made of fabric to raise funds.  

And what happened next? 

 

Parishioner Bonnie Schiedel has written an illuminating 

article about the history of the poppy for the Northern 

Ontario Travel Magazine.  Here are her words: 

 

In 1921, Madame Anna E. Guérin traveled to both Britain 

and Canada to propose making the poppy a symbol of 

remembrance for soldiers killed in the Great War. Her 

first Canadian stop was a meeting of the Great War 

Veterans Association of Canada (a predecessor of the 

Legion) held at Thunder Bay’s Prince Arthur Hotel on 

Cumberland St. 

 

At the meeting on July 4, the members decided to adopt 

the poppy as its “Flower of Remembrance,” and that 

November, poppies were distributed in Canada for the 

first time. 

 

Here is the plaque that is displayed in the lobby of the 

Prince Arthur: 

http://www.princearthurwaterfront.com/
http://www.princearthurwaterfront.com/


The original poppies were sewn out of 

fabric.  Parishioner and legion member 

Marion Leat gave me one of these 

commemoration poppies to celebrate 

the 100
th
 anniversary of the poppy’s 

use in Canada.  Here it is.  This is what 

the original poppies of 1921 looked 

like.   (I hold up the poppy.)  

 

The poppy is a symbol of remembrance and is always worn on the 

left hand side of our chests over our hearts. 

 

Physical symbols are significant to us as they represent greater 

truths.  Every time I saw parishioner and newscaster Fiona Gardiner 

wearing a poppy on TV, I was moved and drawn into the story of 

the sacrifice of all who fight for peace and justice. 

 

The POPPY. 

 

The Christian symbol of the CROSS draws you and me into the story of our salvation.  In our gospel this 

morning for Remembrance Sunday, we have a conversation with Jesus in which Jesus explains that 

because he is doing the will of God, his Father, we are to turn to Jesus and I am quoting from the gospel: 

 

“That all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life.”  (John 6:40) 

 

I must tell you that my ‘spell checker’ is not Christian.  When I typed in “Son” and not “Sun,” the word 

Son was double-underlined meaning that I had made a mistake and spelled it incorrectly. 

 

Where and when do we see the Son?  When we evoke his name, when we look at the Christ in each 

other, when we expect to see him at all times and in all places, when we pray. 

 

The apostle Peter writes that Jesus is a living hope, and that we are protected by the power of God 

through faith for we have received our salvation.  (1 Peter 1:3-5).  During our time in this world, we will 

all suffer at times but we have the deep joy that comes from loving God. 

 

It took hundreds of years before the cross became the most significant symbol of our faith.  It wasn’t until 

Emperor Constantine made Christianity the official religion of the Holy Roman Empire that people began 

to use crosses in worship and as pieces of jewellery. 

 

The most important symbol in the early days of Christianity 

 was the fish.  The acronym of the Greek word for fish is 

 ‘ichthus’ and each Greek letter stands for this: 

                      “JESUS CHRIST, SON OF GOD, SAVIOUR.” 

 

 iota (i) is the first letter of Iesous (Greek for “Jesus”) 

 

 Chi (kh) is the first letter of Khristos (Greek for “Christ”) 

 

 Theta (th) is the first letter of Theou (Greek for “God,” or God’s) 



 

 Upsilon (u) is the first letter of Huios (Greek for “Son”) 

 

 Sigma (s) is the first letter of Soter (Greek for “Saviour”) 

 

We rarely use the fish today, though I have seen it sometimes on the bumpers of cars, but the cross is 

ubiquitous.  I can certainly understand why the cross was not used for centuries  ~  it was an instrument 

of torture.  When we look at the cross today, we see our salvation.  But in the first century people would 

have seen horror and torture.  If Jesus had come to earth in the 21
st
 century and then been sacrificed by 

an injection, would you wish to see a needle on the altar or have one tattooed on your leg?  How 

would you feel in Christian baptism if the line of a needle were traced on your forehead?  Instead of an 

ash cross traced on your forehead at the beginning of Lent, how would you feel if it was an ash needle? 

 

The cross has power to remind us of what God did for us.  May we always remember the strength and 

the power of our God to bless us, to save us, to redeem us.  “The souls of the righteous are in the hands 

of God.”  (Wisdom 3:1) 

 

May the cross of Christ and the poppy keep us focused and thankful.  “Lest we forget . . .”  

Lest we forget. 

 

Amen. 
 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 
 
Editor’s Note:  Parishioner Marion Leat has a supply of these special fabric 

“Commemorative Replica 1921 Poppies” for sale.  The cost is $10 
Per poppy, with all monies going to support veterans through the 
work of the Legion.  Please contact Marion at 473-4748 to order 
your poppies.  They make wonderful gifts! 

 

 
8.    My Sermon from Sunday November 21, 2021, “The Reign Of Christ”  ~    “Beginnings & Endings”                                                        
 

May my teaching drop like the rain, like showers on new growth.  For I will 

proclaim the name of the Lord, ascribe greatness to our God!  Amen. 

 

These words are from the Song of Moses in the book of Deuteronomy.  (Dt 32:2-3) 

When I was a little girl, I used to love fairy tales.  And the truth is that I still love them today and the 

wonders of the rides at Fantasy Land in Disney World will always speak to me.  Fairy tales have distinct 

beginnings and distinct endings. 

 

You all know the beginning:  Once upon a time . . .  And you all 

know the ending:  And they lived happily ever after. 

 

Events in our lives here on earth have beginnings and endings.  

School days, education, childhood, length of time our children are 

with us at home, vacations, even church services have beginnings and 

endings.   

 

Our life here on planet earth has a beginning, when we are born, and 

an ending, when we die.  On Friday afternoon, I put in a labyrinth 

stone for Braden Peters, who died in March and he was not even 26 

years old.  A NOSM medical student.  A brilliant scholar.  Here is his 

stone in our labyrinth with one foot of his parents Dan and Tanis and 

his sister Callie.  I wanted to take a photo of their feet as in his short 



 

life, Braden left a massive footprint upon the earth, a footprint of dedication and desire to serve 

humanity through medicine.   

 

Beginnings and endings.  Even 

my 10 year passport has a 

beginning date of October 25, 

2016 and an ending date of 

October 26, 2026.   

 

This is the way our life here on 

earth works.  I am a citizen of 

Canada and more importantly 

I am a citizen of heaven.  In his 

letter to Christians in Philippi, 

the apostle Paul writes “Our 

citizenship is in heaven” 

(Philippians 3:20).   

 

What does it mean to be part 

of the kingdom of heaven? 

 

I love the gospel passage for today that includes part of the conversation between Pilate and Jesus before 

Jesus is crucified.  Jesus tells Pilate that my kingdom is not from this world.  And a bit later, Jesus says it 

again my kingdom is not from here. (John 18:16). 

 

What does it mean to be part of Jesus’ kingdom?  Today is the last Sunday of the church year and we call 

today THE REIGN OF CHRIST.  We celebrate our heavenly citizenship and we celebrate that with Jesus, 

there are no beginnings and no endings. 

 

St. John the Divine got it right in his vision of Christ that was faithfully recorded in the last book in the 

Bible, the Book of Revelation.  

  

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God.”.  Revelation 1:8 

 

God’s kingdom is eternal and encompasses all our earthly beginnings and endings.  Locked in our finite 

bodies and our finite minds, we cannot grasp eternity or a world without beginnings or endings.  That 

will have to wait until we die. 

 

The key question to ask ourselves now is: how do we live as citizens of heaven?  How do we embrace 

the kingdom of God in a world of beginnings and endings? How we acknowledge that on earth, 

beginnings and endings are acceptable and a fact of life and yet combine them with the eternal reality of 

God’s kingdom. 

 

The last Words of King David give us insight:  “The Spirit of the Lord speaks through me, his word is 

upon my tongue.”  (2 Samuel:2) 

 

We are called to be Ambassadors to Christ, and to speak words of peace and justice and to act with love. 

 

Beginnings and endings.  After many decades of serving a monthly lunch at Shelter House by people from 

St. Paul’s, that ministry has ended.  A new ministry has arisen and the idea for this new ministry came to 

parishioner Carol Anuik.  In just a couple of weeks, she has gathered a volunteer community of about a 

dozen people to go to the Underground Gym on Victoria Avenue every Saturday to sort through 

donations of clothing.  Peter Panetta, manager of the Underground Gym, is starting a clothing 

distribution where all the clothing will be given to those in need free of charge.  What a ministry!  What  

 



 

an action of love!  If you would like to help, please contact the church and we will connect you with 

Carol.  Bless you Carol. 

 

King David states this eternal fact about God:  “One who rules over people justly, ruling in the fear of 

God, is like the light of morning, like the sun rising on a cloudless morning gleaming, from the rain on 

the grassy land.”  (2 Samuel 23:3-4) 

 

May you and I be like the light of morning.   

 

There is a wonderful wisdom story called The Wise Woman’s Stone. 

 

A wise woman who was traveling in the mountains found a precious stone in a stream. The next 

day she met another traveler who was hungry, and the wise woman opened her bag to share her 

food. The hungry traveler saw the precious stone and asked the woman to give it to him. She did 

so without hesitation. The traveler left, rejoicing in his good fortune. He knew the stone was 

worth enough to give him security for a lifetime. But a few days later he came back to return the 

stone to the wise woman. 

 

“I’ve been thinking,” he said, “I know how valuable the stone is, but I give it back in the hope 

that you can give me something even more precious. Give me what you have within you that 

enabled you to give me something more precious. Give me what you have within you that 

enabled you to give me the stone.” 

Author Unknown 

 

This story embodies a requirement for our citizenship in the kingdom of God.  Be generous. 

  

Jouni and I have now completely emptied my Dad’s condo in Waverley Park Towers.  Jouni is not here 

this morning as he rented a ‘U-Haul’ and is driving, with our son Paul, a few pieces of furniture down to 

our children in Toronto and Ottawa.  He told me that loves the V-8 engine in the U-Haul!  We gave all 

the rest of the furniture, dishes, and clothing away to people in need.  We have helped to furnish a home 

for a new minister, who will be at St. Paul’s United, and his family arriving from Africa.  The rest we gave 

to the Christian store, Twice as Nice.  Beginnings and endings.   

 

When we live knowing that we are embraced by Christ’s reign and held in God’s tender loving care we 

can hold fast to the promise and withstand and enjoy all the beginnings and the endings.  We can 

embrace the joys of the birth of children and grandchildren and we can weather the storms of painful 

endings. We can celebrate the beginning of relationships and the ending of final exams.  We can embrace 

all the beginnings and endings that God sets before us. What beginnings and endings give you joy?  What 

beginnings and endings give you sorrow? 

 

Christ reigns over us and we are his!  We have the promise 

of our salvation and eternal life. 

   

“To Christ who loves us and freed us from our sins by his 

blood and made us to be a kingdom.”  (Revelation 1:5) 

 

And in the words of the psalmist, “Let your faithful shout 

                                                   for joy!”  (Psalm 132:9) 

 

Jesus said to Pilate, “My kingdom is not from this world.”  

(John 18:36) 

 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+ 

 


