
 
 

My Sermon from last Sunday November 17, 2019, 23rd Sunday after Pentecost  ~ 
 

“The Wonder Of Koinonia” 

 

O Lord, uphold me, that I may uplift you and may the words of my mouth 

and the meditation of our hearts be always acceptable in your sight 

O Lord, our strength and our redeemer.  Amen 

 

Here’s some questions for you to reflect upon please: 

 

 Can you be a Christian without being part of a community? 

 

 Do Christians need to be around other believers? 

 

 Can you be a Christian without being in communion with God and with one another? 

 

 Is community important to God? 

 

The truth is that you can be a Christian through faith in Jesus and the truth also is that we must 

live out our faith in community with other Christians.  Faith and community go hand in hand. 

 

There is a beautiful Greek word for Christian fellowship, community and communion with God 

and with other Christians.  The word is: 

 

KOINONIA  (pronounced “COIN-OH-KNEE-AH”) 

 

This word was the 

winning word of the 

2018 National 

Spelling Bee in the 

United States. 

 

This principle is so 

important to early 

Christians that 

KOINONIA is mentioned 20 times in the News Testament. 

 

It is a sign of sharing, intimacy, and relationships.  As we adhere to the theology of KOINONIA, 

we celebrate our baptisms and the eucharist.  We also celebrate the diversity in our midst. 

   

The apostle Paul, who wrote the majority of the letters in the New Testament, always gave 

instructions on how to build the community of the faithful, how to commit to justice and to 

peace, how to resolve differences, how to celebrate our diversity and yet remain united, and how 

to be in a life-giving relationship with God.  That is the power of KOINONIA. 

 

In each of his letters to the Christian communities around the Mediterranean, Paul would give 

concrete rules of how to live a Christian life: 

 

 In Romans, Paul tells the people to:  Love one another, extend hospitality to strangers 

and to overcome evil with good (from Romans 12) 

 

 

 



 

 In Corinthians, Paul writes that every action is to be done in love, and that we are 

“Ambassadors for Christ” (our parish slogan). 

 

 In Galatians, Paul encourages us to bear one another’s burdens and not to grow weary 

in doing what is right. 

 

 This statement is repeated in his 2
nd

 letter to Christians in Thessalonika, what we know as 

‘Thessalonians.’  “Do not be weary in doing what is right.” (2 Thess 3: 13). 

 

In this passage from 2
nd

 Thessalonians 3: 6-13, Paul focuses on KOINONIA.  To the best of their 

ability, the people are to work hard.  Paul was in Thessalonika for at least 3 weeks during his 

second missionary journey.  He then writes to them from Corinth in Greece and gives them 

specific instructions. 

 

Paul wants all able-bodied people to 

work hard for the well-being of the 

community.  He says that when he 

was there, he labored day and night 

so he could buy food and so he 

wasn’t an unwelcome guest.  Paul 

wanted these new Christians to learn 

good behaviour by imitating Paul. 

 

His instructions are very clear.  

Everyone has to participate. 

 

 No work  =  No food. 

 Pay for your food. 

 Don’t sponge off others. 

 It is not good to be a busybody.   

 Don’t be idle. 

  

And then Paul stresses that “we are not to be weary in doing what is right.” 

 

I attended the parish Men’s Breakfast yesterday and Christopher Willie put out a request for help 

with the outside decorating of the Church.  Immediately, several men put up their hands.  Age was 

irrelevant.  The amount of time that these men had served and helped in the past was irrelevant.  

They raised their hands with joy and with a desire for KOINONIA.  My husband Jouni raised his 

hand too and I hope that it wasn’t because I was sitting close by!! 

 

On our St. Paul’s facebook page, Laurie Sandham posted this: 

 

Church is not something you go to, 

it’s a family you belong to. 

 

That my friends is KOINONIA.  And that is what St. Paul 

was trying to teach the early Christian communities.   

 

KOINONIA.  Please read the ‘Open Letter to The Parish’ 

in last week’s Ambassador, written by parishioners 

Margie & John O’Brien. 



 

KOINONIA. 

  

We begin our Christian journeys with our baptisms, and then we live, breathe, eat, sleep, and pray 

KOINONIA. 

 

Community, fellowship, communion, relationships, body of believers.  Family. 

 

The heart of the Christian journey. 

 

Amen. 

 

Archdeacon Deborah+  

 


